
FOREST SERVICE PLEASED:

Firewood Cutting Suspension Lifted

Suspicious 

Vehicle Leads 

To Drug Charges

Friday, October 4

Thunderstorms - high 79, low 60

Saturday, October 5

Sunny - high 83, low 59

Sunday, October 6

Mostly Sunny - high 83, low 57

Monday, October 7

Partly Cloudy - high 74, low 55

Tuesday, October 8

Sunny - high 75, low 55

Wednesday, October 9

Sunny - high 80, low 54

Thursday, October 10

Sunny - high 80, low 52

Friday, October 11

Sunny - high 79, low 54

HIGH LOW

September 27 85 58

September 28 87 60

September 29 89 60

September 30 89 63

October 1 86   59

October 2 85   60

October 3 77 60

Extended Forecast

Lake Levels

Lake Elevation 
(10-4-19):

4,334.92 ft.
(1 Year ago):
4,285.79 ft.

SOURCE: National Weather Service

Trager Named Mayor, Manager Selected

QUIET MOMENTS
Father I have come to a

trying time in my life, and I
am not sure which direction
to go. I know that if I seek
first the kingdom of God and
His righteousness, then I will
be walking in Your best way
for my life, forever and al-
ways. Help me Lord to be
wise in the decisions I make
at this junction, where vari-
ous doors have seemed to
close behind me. Lead me
Lord in the direction that You
would have me go day in,
and day out. Lord I want my
life to count, and I want to be
successful in making a differ-
ence. Take my life Lord, and
at this cross-roads I ask that
You rearrange my direction
as best seems for to.     Amen

(‘EB’ Continued On Page A2)
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Addressing the nomination of mayor pro-tem
Edna Trager to now serve as the City of Elephant
Butte’s mayor October 2, city councilors rendered a
majority 3-to-1 vote in favor of the move. Councilor
Travis Atwell delivered the sole dissenting vote. 

Prior to this action, council members recognized
how the mayor’s post is primarily a non-voting po-
sition with the board, as the individual in that role
may only cast a vote to break a tie when the council
finds itself deadlocked. While initially concerned
about how the then-proposed selection might affect
upcoming board decisions, councilors also recog-
nized such restrictions would not become effective
until Trager might be formally sworn into the post.

After further discussion, councilors agreed
Trager’s oath of office ceremony could be included
on the board’s November 6 regular meeting agenda,
ensuring her ability to participate in council deci-
sions until that date. Council members further sup-
ported Atwell’s suggestion to include the
appointment of a new council member to fill
Trager’s voting seat on that session’s agenda as well.

With this acknowledged, the board proceeded
with the vote, naming Trager as the interim-mayor.

CITY MANAGER POSITION OFFERED

In addressing the vacant city manager’s post,
Trager first confirmed a special closed-door meeting
held Sunday, September 15 solely concerned a fol-
low-up candidate interview. She then announced
that Vicki Ballinger emerged as the primary appli-
cant and accepted a motion to formally offer her the
position. 

Ballinger was not on hand for the afternoon’s ses-
sion, but Trager indicated she was confident the
city’s offer would be accepted. The interim mayor
said Ballinger was a former resident of the commu-
nity and was looking forward to the opportunity to
return. She further noted Ballinger’s starting date
with the city would be Monday, October 21.

MORATORIUM ENDORSED

Supporting a recommendation from the city’s
planning and zoning commission (P&Z), councilors
joined in a unanimous vote to approve Ordinance
No. 186, endorsing a six-month moratorium on the
development of any new storage lots within the city
limits.

Prior to the vote, board members conducted a
formal public hearing, which rendered no comments
objecting to, or supporting the measure.

In discussion, P&Z member Chuck Looney con-
firmed the ordinance would not pertain to existing
establishments. He also explained how the action
aimed to halt the development of any additional

Two city police officers ap-
proached a dark suspicious vehi-
cle one evening, parked behind
the pump station at the south end
of Clancy St., to check out what
was going on.

When Sgt. Zagorski walked up
on the driver’s side, the police re-
port says, a cloud of smoke was
visible in the vehicle. Upon notic-
ing the officer, the front passen-
ger cursed, frantically trying to
hide the homemade bottle bong
she was holding.

Sgt. Zagorski recognized the
occupants of the vehicle, one
being Adrian Gurule, who al-
legedly became angry and frus-
trated. The officer noticed him
push a black bag off of his lap as
he reached for his ankle monitor,
pulling on it. Gurule supposedly
stated that he was trying to take
it off since he was going to jail
anyway.

Gurule was placed in hand-
cuffs and advised of his Miranda
rights.

Officer Marin detained the two
females that were with Gurule
and they were questioned. One of
the girls claimed they had been
parked at Rotary Park, after try-
ing to avoid Gurule, when he
pulled up and stated he was not
doing good and needed help. She
reportedly stated that they only
went with him to get the nar-
cotics away from him, wanting to
help him, knowing he was a user.

She told officers Gurule had
given her some “rocks” to hold
onto, which she explained were
methamphetamines. When the
vehicle was eventually searched,
law enforcement located two
glass pipes with white residue, a
homemade plastic bong, a clear
plastic bag containing a white
crystalline substance, a piece of
plastic with the same material on
it, a blue cut straw and a mirror
containing an unknown sub-
stance and a weight scale with
brown residue.

Gurule was arrested and taken
to the Sierra County Detention
Facility after receiving medical
clearance, and charged with two
counts of possession of a con-
trolled substance and possession
of drug paraphernalia.

MAYOR’S POST – With a
majority 3-to-1 vote October 2,
Elephant Butte City Coun-
cilors approved the selection
of Edna Trager to serve as the
city’s mayor. Trager, who cur-
rently  serves as mayor pro-
tem will be sworn-in next
month and at that time, board
members will consider ap-
pointing a candidate to fill her
vacated councilor seat.

(‘FAIR’ Continued On Page A3)
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The green light was given to begin delivering livestock
and department exhibits Wednesday morning, October
2, inviting teams of participants and volunteers to begin
final preparations for this weekend’s 79th Annual Sierra
County Fair. As booth construction and assembly was
in primary focus at the fair barn, livestock owners were
busy assuring prized entries were safe and comfortable
in their temporary digs. Welcoming a larger than usual
number of livestock entries, a new Kids Zone area and
beer garden, as well as other interesting additions, the
2019 Sierra County Fair promises to be a memorable
event for everyone. The Sierra County Fairground is lo-
cated at 2953 South Broadway in Truth or Conse-
quences, gates open at 8 a.m. Friday and Saturday
morning, October 4 and 5, and again at 9 a.m. Sunday
morning, October 6. 

Unloading Fun At The Fair

With actual preparations lead-
ing back to the close of last year’s
festival, the primary run-up to
this year’s 79th Annual Sierra
County Fair began early Monday
morning, September 31. As the
week began, the fairground gates
were opened for teams of volun-
teers to begin constructing
booths and readying for exhibit
displays. 

Tuesday evening, October 1, a
fanfare of activity announced this
year’s first major event, as the Al-
bert J. Lyon Event Center hosted
the 2019 Fair Queen contest.
While judging was completed,
this year’s Sierra County Fair
Queen and her court will be re-
vealed during a formal crowning
ceremony Saturday evening, Oc-
tober 5. This much-anticipated
event is set to begin at 6 p.m. Sat-
urday, and will precede the Junior
Livestock Sale at the event cen-
ter’s pavilion.

Throughout the day Wednes-
day, October 2, preparations con-
tinued, as livestock entries and
department exhibits were assem-
bled. This flurry of activity culmi-
nated with the annual Horse
Show and Rabbit/Cavy shows
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Fair Schedule Inside

An injunction halting all firewood harvest-
ing on five national forests in New Mexico, and
one in Arizona, has been modified; the Forest
Service will resume permit sales immediately
for fuelwood (firewood).

The U.S. Forest Service (USFS) Southwest-
ern Regional Forester, Cal Joyner, said, “We’re
pleased with this modification, which high-
lights the fact that we all want to do right by
the communities we serve, and reduce unnec-
essary burdens on communities that depend
on the national forests for their sustenance. I
want to assure you that we are committed to
continuing our work to protect wildlife and
wildlife habitat from catastrophic wildfire,
and we thank you for your ongoing support,
understanding and patience.”

U.S. District Court Judge Raner Collins sus-
pended tree-cutting activities, which included
cutting firewood and stopped thinning activi-
ties taking place to prevent massive forest
fires like the Silver Fire. That fire burned al-
most 140,000 acres in the Gila in 2013, caus-
ing the evacuation of Kingston and Hillsboro
and later enhancing the severity of flooding
that occurred the same year.

According to Sierra County Manager Bruce
Swingle, the commission members are receiv-
ing a lot of inquiries and comments from the
public, since many county residents rely on
firewood to heat their homes.

Since the Sept. 12 ruling, New Mexico’s en-
tire congressional delegation has also re-
quested the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) to take
immediate action to resolve the issue.

The plaintiffs in the lawsuit, WildEarth
Guardians, in response to the backlash also
filed a motion asking the District Court to
make exceptions for cutting and collection of
firewood from the prohibited timber manage-
ment activities.

The judge’s ruling came from the
WildEarth Guardians vs. U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, et al concerning the Mexican spotted
owl.

Other activities, including stewardship con-
tracts, timber sales, thinning and prescribed
burns remain suspended in order to ensure
compliance with the ruling, pending clarifica-
tion or modification of the injunction.

“The national forests impacted by the
court’s order remain open to the public for
recreation and other activities. We’re ex-
tremely grateful to our state and federal part-
ners including the U.S. Department of the
Interior’s Bureau of Land Management, the
New Mexico State Forestry Division, the New
Mexico Governor’s Office and countless com-
munity leaders for helping find interim solu-
tions,” said Joyner.

Collins wrote in the ruling that the U.S. For-
est Service (FS) failed in their responsibility
to count the Mexican spotted owl as part of a
recovery plan and no longer can use budget
concerns as an excuse.

Santa Fe, New Mexico-based WildEarth
Guardians alleged in a 2013 lawsuit that FS
and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) man-
agers failed to consider the impacts on the
owls from widespread thinning and logging,
and had not done their jobs in tracking the
bird’s numbers.

The Mexican spotted owl, one of the largest
owl species in North America, was placed on
the Endangered Species list in 1993.

Managers in the Gila and other national
forests in the state are working in collabora-
tion with the Nature Conservancy and other
partners using logging, mechanical thinning
and prescribed burns to reduce the risk of cat-
astrophic wildfires, which also threaten the
owl and its habitat.

A 2012 Fish and Wildlife recovery plan es-
timated there were more than 1,300 nesting
sites and said the total has increased over the
years. Collins said that doesn’t indicate the
owl population has grown.

“Whether or not the population is stable or
drastically declining or increasing in one place
and declining in another is totally speculative
at this point,” said John Horning, executive di-
rector of WildEarth Guardians.

The injunction specifies the FS and FWS
must consult formally about what projects af-
fect the owls and their habitat, which the
FWS’s website said that could take up to three
months. After that it would have 45 days to
issue a new biological opinion.
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