
QUIET MOMENTS
Father, we pray You

strength and protect all our
military personnel who are
serving presently and in the
future. Give them the
courage to face whatever
comes, protect them in battle
and help them prosper in
times of peace. Watch over
their families, Lord, as You
watch over us all. We put our
trust and faith in You and
even though we don’t always
understand Your ways, we
accept that You have a plan
for each and every one of us.
Please help us to fulfill our
personal missions, whatever
they maybe. Amen

Fires Prompt Community

Meeting In Kingston

Friday, May 28

Sunny - high 96, low 60

Saturday, May 29

Mostly Sunny - high 95, low 63

Sunday, May 30

Partly Cloudy - high 95, low 62

Monday, May 31

Mostly Sunny - high 92, low 61

Tuesday, June 1

PM Showers - high 88, low 61

Wednesday, June 2

Mostly Sunny - high 89, low 62

Thursday, June 3

Mostly Sunny  - high 91, low 65

Friday, June 4

Partly Cloudy - high 93, low 67

HIGH LOW

May 21 95 73

May 22 88 71

May 23 89 72

May 24 91 71

May 25 91 71

May 26 91 72

May 27 94 72

Extended Forecast

Lake Levels

Lake Elevation 
(7-24-20):

4,317.92 ft.
(1 Year ago):
4,335.57 ft.

SOURCE: National Weather Service
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Students At Forefront Of School Reorganization

(‘FIRES’ Continued On Page A7 )

(Courtesy Photo/https://grantcountynm.gov)

Sierra County’s interim county manager Serena Bartoo con-
firmed commissioners had finalized their search for a new
county manager Wednesday, May 26. Bartoo said after conduct-
ing interviews with candidates, commission members selected
current Grant County manager Charlene Webb, above, to fill the
post vacated at the beginning of May by current Truth or Con-
sequences City manager Bruce Swingle. Bartoo said Webb
brings near 20 years of direct experience with the county man-
agers position and responsibilities to Sierra County’s adminis-
tration, and indicated commissioners were pleased to welcome
Webb to the community. To accommodate her transition from
Grant County, the interim county manager said Webb’s first for-
mal day with the county would be Monday, July 26. Until that
date, Bartoo said Webb would be making weekly visits to Sierra
County to meet with staff and commissioners. Bartoo further ac-
knowledged the county commission had not yet formally ad-
dressed how her role as interim manager would function through
the upcoming transition period.   

Sierra County’s New Manager

(SENTINEL Photo/Chuck Wentworth)

As many local residents were beginning to notice Wednesday morning, May 26, the fencing sur-
rounding months of ongoing renovations at Truth or Consequences’ Ralph Edwards Park was
gone and open access was once again available to the public. With contracted electricians still
finishing up final connections, the first phase of planned park renovations is effectively complete.
New rules posted at the park emphasize a major change from recent memories, strictly prohibiting
vehicle traffic on the facility’s green spaces. To ease event access, parking has been enhanced
along the park’s southern edge. Saturday, June 5, members of the Sierra County Farmers’ Market
will likely be utilizing the adjacent shelter access to carry in this spring’s harvest, as they join for
the renovated facility’s first new event. The Farmers’ Market is set to open for patrons at 8:30 am
Saturday, June 5 and is scheduled to run through 11:30 am.   

Ralph Edwards Park Reopened

(Courtesy Photo)

Unity21-VSS Unity in space over New Mexico.

By Alice Carruth 
Virgin Galactic completed its

third spaceflight May 23, and the
first-ever true spaceflight from
Spaceport America in Sierra
County, NM. Sunday’s flight sees
New Mexico become the third US
state to launch humans into
space.

VSS Unity achieved a speed of
Mach 3 after being released from
the mothership, VMS Eve, and
reached space, at an altitude of
55.45 miles before gliding
smoothly to a runway landing at
Spaceport America.

On VSS Unity’s flight deck were
CJ Sturckow and Dave Mackay,
while Kelly Latimer and Michael
Masucci piloted VMS Eve. CJ, who
flew as pilot-in-command, be-
comes the first person ever to
have flown to space from three
different states.

The crew experienced extraor-
dinary views of the bright, blue-
rimmed curvature of the earth
against the blackness of space.
New Mexico’s White Sands Na-
tional Park sparkled brilliantly
below. Their experience gives Vir-
gin Galactic’s future astronaut
customers a glimpse of what lies
ahead.

Michael Colglazier, Chief Exec-
utive Officer of Virgin Galactic,
said “Today’s flight showcased
the inherent elegance and safety
of our spaceflight system, while
marking a major step forward for

both Virgin Galactic and human
spaceflight in New Mexico. Space
travel is a bold and adventurous
endeavor, and I am incredibly
proud of our talented team for
making the dream of private
space travel a reality. We will im-
mediately begin processing the
data gained from this successful
test flight, and we look forward to
sharing news on our next
planned milestone.”

Virgin Galactic fulfilled a num-
ber of test objectives during the
flight, including:

•Carried revenue-generating
scientific research experiments
as part of NASA’s Flight Opportu-
nities Program.

•Collected data to be used for
the final two verification reports

that are required as part of the
current FAA commercial reusable
spacecraft operator’s license.

•Tested the spaceship’s up-
graded horizontal stabilizers and
flight controls and validated EMI
reductions.

Following the flight, and in line
with normal procedures, Virgin
Galactic will conduct a review of
all test data gathered and thor-
oughly inspect the spaceship and
mothership. Once the team con-
firms the results, the Company
plans to proceed to the next flight
test milestone.

To celebrate the first human
spaceflight from New Mexico, the
Zia Sun Symbol of New Mexico’s
state flag was placed prominently

In a statement released Tuesday morning, May 25
T-or-C Municipal School District announced a reor-
ganization plan. The reorganization is a step in the
process to build a comprehensive strategic goals
plan going forward into the coming school year and
beyond. In addressing how the positions would be
filled, District Superintendent Dr. Segura said that
there would be an evaluative and interview process
but that those, as well as all positions would be filled
by selecting candidates that were committed to the
pursuit of excellence and had a firm commitment to
the philosophy underpinning the District’s Motto:
“Students First.”

The entire press release of this announcement is
as follows.

“The Truth or Consequences Municipal School
District will reorganize to align with the District’s
new Mission, Vision, Motto, and Strategic Goals,
which will guide the work of the District as it pre-
pares for next school year and beyond. As a prelim-
inary measure, Superintendent, Dr. Channell Segura,
has decided to reopen all principal positions for the
2021-2022 school year. Truth or Consequences Ele-
mentary School/Sierra Elementary Complex will be
reorganized to have one Principal and one Assistant
Principal, and Arrey Elementary School will be re-
organized to no longer have a Principal, but rather,
a Dean of School Support.” 

“Below are the District’s new Vision, Mission, and
Motto. Superintendent Segura would like our entire
Community to keep these foci at the forefront of our
daily work as we continue to put the needs of stu-
dents first:

Vision: Creating students of vision through qual-
ity education that prepares them for lifelong excel-
lence. 

Mission: To support students as they pursue their
career and life goals. 

Motto: Students first.
• Strategic Goal #1: To aid students’ social emo-

tional wellness and mental health needs focusing on 
supportive relationships.
• Strategic Goal #2: To prepare all students for ca-

reer and college readiness.
• Strategic Goal #3: To accelerate academic

achievement in literacy and numeracy for all stu-
dents.

• Strategic Goal #4: To establish and maintain
with the highest of expectations, a culture of care, 

support, and citizenship.
• Strategic Goal #5: To recruit and develop highly

qualified faculty and staff.”
“It has been a very challenging year to say the

least, but everyone’s efforts have been nothing but
heroic. There are so many wonderful people in the
Truth or Consequences Municipal School District,
and Sierra County, who are ready to engage in the
focused and intentional work required to achieve
the Strategic Plan Goals that will make TCMSD one
of the highest performing districts in the state. The
School Board is clear on their vision for every stu-
dent in our District, and Superintendent Segura is
excited to engage in this strategic work with every
stakeholder. Dr. Segura would like to thank all School
Board Members, our Tiger Faculty and Staff, and our
Community for their tremendous engagement and
strong commitment to make our public schools the
safe, engaging, high-achieving, and loving environ-
ments that all our students, staff, and families de-
serve.”

By Jim Shiley
SENTINEL
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By Marta Call
A public meeting for residents

impacted to the Drummond and
Trujillo fires was held at the Black
Range Lodge Amphitheater on
Wednesday.

The Drummond Fire is one
mile south of Emory Pass, and
the Trujillo Fire is one mile south
of the Drummond Fire on the
Gila National Forest, Black Range
Ranger District.

The Drummond and the Tru-
jillo Fires were last estimated to
be about 28 acres in size, and
were ignited by lightning May 19
on National Forest System lands
on the Black Range Ranger Dis-
trict. Both blazes ignited within
the 2013 Silver Fire scar. An air
attack plane scouted the fire
Tuesday and confirmed it to be
creeping and smoldering among
downed logs and brush in Drum-
mond Canyon, remaining well

Virgin Galactic Achieves First Human

Spaceflight From Spaceport America
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