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City Accepts

Positive Audit

QUIET MOMENTS
Lord, thank you for your

greatness. Thank you for that
when we are weak, You are
strong. Lord, the Devil is
scheming and we know he
desires to keep us from
spending time with You.
Don’t let him win! Give us a
measure of Your strength so
that we may not give into
discouragement, deception
and doubt! Fill us with
strength so that we may
stand and walk in victory. Let
hope fill our hearts so that
we can rise and stand firm in
Your promises. Help us
honor you in all our ways. In
Jesus’ Name, 

Amen

Village Advances Road Upgrades

INPUT NEEDED:

Proposed 
Year-Round
School Under
Discussion

Restrictions listed in 

effect until 4.21.21
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Extended Forecast

SOURCE: National Weather Service

Friday, April 16

Partly Cloudy - high 75, low 46

Saturday, April 17 

Partly Cloudy - high 69, low 45

Sunday, April 18

Partly Cloudy - high 65, low 43

Monday, April 19

AM Showers - high 65, low 43

Tuesday, April 20

Sunny - high 76, low 48

Wednesday, April 21

Mostly Sunny - high 80, low 50

Thursday, April 22

Sunny  - high 81, low 49

Friday, April 23

Mostly Sunny - high 82, low 53

HIGH LOW

April 9 84 47

April 10 84 52

April 11 84 53

April 12 84 52

April 13 82 52

April 14 79 47

April 15 77 49

SOURCE: National Weather Service

Lake Levels

Lake Elevation 
(4-16-21): 4,315.10 ft.

(1 Year ago): 4,343.86 ft.

(SENTINEL Photo/Joe Baird)

FATAL CRASH - Emergency personnel were called to the intersection of Ninth and Date on the
afternoon of Saturday, April 11 after a collision between a car and moped. The accident caused
serious damage to both vehicles and scattered debris across both north and south bound lanes
of traffic on Date. Date Street was shut down to thru traffic for hours as T-or-C Police Department,
Sierra County Sheriff’s Office and the New Mexico State Police investigated the fatal crash. Further
details are not being released by police as the incident is still under investigation.

Fatal Crash At Ninth And Date

A primary regular meeting
agenda item addressed by Truth
or Consequences (T-or-C) City
Commissioners April 14, was a
report from contracted account-
ant Chris Garner pertaining to the
city’s 2019/2020 Fiscal Year (FY)
audit.

Representing the Albu-
querque-based accounting firm
of Pattillo, Brown & Hill, LLP, Gar-
ner attended electronically, and
first outlined the responsibilities
of a contracted auditor. Among
several points he highlighted, was
how New Mexico regulations are
stringent, requiring a full report
on all aspects of the examination.
He said this included an array of
minor issues, which municipali-
ties elsewhere in the country
would not be required to formally
report. 

Garner said the examination of
T-or-C’s 2019/2020 FY records
was being returned with an “un-
modified opinion,” which he said
was effectively a “clean” opinion,
and “a good thing.” He moved on
to acknowledge that three of four
findings included in the city’s pre-
vious year’s audit had been fully
corrected and said the current
year’s report would include only
two minor findings. These issues
centered on a small number of
payroll accounts found with in-
complete information, and an in-
complete purchase order. In light
of the audit team’s positive per-
ception of the city’s fiscal man-
agement and response to
identified issues, Garner reiter-
ated how in other states such er-
rors would not merit inclusion in
a final audit report. 

With no followup questions
from the board, mayor Sandra
Whitehead expressed the com-
mission’s appreciation for the ef-
forts of finance manager Carole
Kirkpatrick, who in turn shared
her sincere appreciation for the
daily actions of administrative
team members and department
managers in helping to keep the
city’s financial processes in line.

Following a motion to approve
from commissioner Randall
Aragon and a second from com-
missioner Paul Baca, board mem-
bers joined in an unanimous vote,
formally accepting the
2019/2020 FY audit.

FIESTA PREPARATIONS

In response to the recent deci-
sion by Sierra County Manager
Bruce Swingle to accept an offer
from the City of Truth or Conse-
quences (T-or-C) to serve as city
manager for the municipality,
Sierra County Commissioners
gathered for a special meeting
Monday, April 12. 

After convening, commission-
ers closed the public meeting and
moved into a closed-door execu-
tive session to discuss the city
manager’s position and their op-
tions moving forward. Upon
emerging from the executive ses-
sion, board members reconvened
the morning’s public meeting. In
a united action, they directed
Swingle and the administrative
staff to execute a special services
contract with former Human Re-
source Administrative Director
Serena Bartoo to serve as interim
county manger.

After serving with the county’s
administration for over 12 years,
Bartoo had earned respect as a
knowledgable and proficient
team member, before stepping
away from her position in August
of 2020.   

While indicating confidence in
Bartoo’s ability to effectively
manage county operations, it was
noted that commissioners are
looking to engage her services for
only a limited time. Present plans
are to move forward with a for-
mal selection process as steadily
as possible, with hopes of naming
a new full-time county manager
within a 45 day period.

In addressing two items of new
business on their April 8 regular
meeting agenda, the Village of
Williamsburg Board of Trustees
furthered progress for the
planned renovation of Doris and
Mona Avenues. 

Trustees first attended to a
proposed Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MOU) with the City
of Truth or Consequences (T-or-
C), which owns and operates
water lines and service for the
community. This agreement as-
serts T-or-C’s intent to replace ex-
isting water lines and to ensure
installation of necessary valves
and fire hydrants along Mona and
Doris Avenues in coordination
with the Village’s renovation ef-
fort.

Attending the session re-
motely, Wilson and Company

project engineer Mario Juarez-In-
fante affirmed the agreement
with T-or-C, and said this meas-
ure was part of the process re-
quired to apply for available state
Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) funding. He said
this was necessary as the Village
does not own the water lines and
funding authorities are therefore
seeking to assure T-or-C’s com-
mitment to the improvement
project.

With these points acknowl-
edged, board members joined in
an unanimous vote of support for
a motion to approve the proposed
MOU.

•Although village trustees
were left to act upon a verbal
agreement with former T-or-C
City Manager Morris Madrid in
this regard, the Doris and Mona
Avenue upgrade project is among
active and funded projects in the
city’s present budget. (See T-or-C
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EYES ON - Williamsburg
trustee William Frazier II,
shared concerns about suspi-
cious activity within the village
with fellow board members
and T-or-C Police Lieutenant
Donald Venable April 8. 

At their Monday, April 12
meeting, the school board heard
a report from district superin-
tendent, Dr. Segura discussing
and proposing solutions to state
directives for all school districts
to implement programs address-
ing learning loss due to extended
closures and periods of remote
learning due to the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic.   

Two New Mexico Public Edu-
cation Department (NMPED)
funded programs that districts
can apply for to address the issue
of learning loss, as required by
the state both extend the number
of instructional days. They are,
the K-5 Plus Program, which
would apply to the three district’s
elementary schools which would
include 25 additional days. The
other NMPED program, Extended
Learning Time Program, includes
ten additional days and applies to
all district schools. Districts are
allowed instead, to develop their
own approach to address “learn-
ing loss.” Both specific NMPED
programs have pros and cons. 

The positives include:
•Students receive additional
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Carrying on tradition, these four young ladies have spent the week learning a fun dance routine,
interview skills, as well as hair and makeup tips and making memories to last a lifetime in prepa-
ration for Friday night's Miss Fiesta Contest. Pictured above from left to right are contestants Jor-
dan Gurule, McKenzie Luna, Kimberly Wilson and Holly Asbell. The event, sponsored by the T-or-C
Rotary Club will take place at the Civic Center, 460 West Fourth. Doors open at 6:30 and the con-
test starts at 7 p.m. Admission is $5 and the public is invited to attend.

Miss Fiesta Kick Off


