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QUIET MOMENTS
Jesus, we come before

Your throne of grace to re-
ceive mercy and help in time
of need. You are my Light
and my Salvation, whom
shall we fear or dread? You
are our Refuge and Strong-
hold in life, of whom shall we
be afraid? You, Lord, are our
Sheild, our Glory and the
lifter of our heads. With our
voices, we cry to You and You
hear and answer us out of
Your Holy hill. You have car-
ried our sins to the cross so
we could be rid of sin, free to
live the right way. We throw
off the spirit of heaviness
and exhcnage it for a gar-
ment of praise. Amen

Changes At County, Burn Ban Approved

SIERRA COUNTY BACK TO YELLOW:

Restrictions Tightened, Fiesta Cancelled
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Friday, April 23

Partly Cloudy - high 73, low 49

Saturday, April 24

Sunny - high 83, low 52

Sunday, April 25

Cloudy/Windy - high 89, low 55

Monday, April 26

Cloudy/Windy - high 81, low 52

Tuesday, April 27

Cloudy/Windy - high 71, low 45

Wednesday, April 28

Sunny - high 79, low 50

Thursday, April 29

Mostly Sunny  - high 85, low 55

Friday, April 30

Partly Cloudy - high 89, low 57

HIGH LOW

April 16 75 46

April 17 69 45

April 18 65 43

April 19 65 43

April 20 76  48

April 21 80 50

April 22 81 49

Forecast: Looking Ahead

Lake Levels
Lake Elevation 

(4-23-21):
4,315.47 ft.
(1 Year ago):
4,343.07 ft.

SOURCE: National Weather Service

MISS FIESTA - Enjoying a few moments in a well-deserved
spotlight Friday evening, April 16, Miss Fiesta 2021 McKenzie
Luna graciously accepted the crown and accolades. Along with
her royal court, Mckenzie will now begin a full year as a primary
ambassador for the City of Truth or Consequences. 

With emcee Cathy Vickers’ an-
nouncement of Kimberly Wil-
son’s selection as the First
Runner-up Friday evening, April
16, Mckenzie Luna was the final
contestant standing and it quickly
became clear to both her and
those on hand that she was the
judges’ choice to wear the 2021
Miss Fiesta crown. 

Confirmed moments later by
Vickers and the rousing applause
from an appreciative audience,
McKenzie graciously accepted the
traditional accolades and honor
of representing the community of
Truth or Consequences for the
year ahead.

Mckenzie will lead the 2021
royal court that will include all of
the evening’s contestants. As
noted, Kimberly Wilson was cho-
sen to serve as First Attendant to
Miss Fiesta. She will be first in
line to assist and/or fill-in for
Miss Fiesta if called upon. Jordan
Gurule was not only selected to
serve as this year’s Second Atten-
dant, but was chosen by her fel-
low contestants as Miss
Congeniality 2021. Third Runner-
Up/Attendant, Holly Asbell will
also join in sharing royal honors
and responsibilities of the Miss
Fiesta court.

The evening’s contest was at-
tended by approximately 100
family members, friends and local
supporters, including members
of the T-or-C Rotary Club, who
sponsored this year’s event. The
number on hand was signifi-
cantly less than was permitted by
Turquoise health restrictions in
place, and by many accounts, al-
lowed both participants and
guests an opportunity to rekindle
community spirit too long damp-
ened by months of albeit neces-

sary precautions.
With a focus on the evening’s

intent and the joy of youthful op-
timism shared by the four ener-
getic contestants, the 2021 Miss
Fiesta proved to be a thoroughly
enjoyable event for everyone.
Mckenzie, her fellow contestants,

event sponsors, organizers, em-
cees Cathy Vickers and Bruce
Swingle and all involved with
making this year’s contest hap-
pen, are to be congratulated for a
successful effort, and applauded
for helping to keep T-or-C’s 68-
year community tradition alive.

Luna Crowned Miss Fiesta 2021
By Chuck Wentworth
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With the most recent 14-day county wide COVID-19 data, Sierra
County was placed in the “Yellow Level” category. This means substan-
tial changes in the way we can go about most activities, including busi-
ness, social, and school. Here’s what it means in a nutshell. For more
details visit the New Mexico Department of Health Website. 

FROM THE NMDOH UPDATED 20 APRIL
Essential businesses (non-retail): No capacity restrictions, opera-

tions limited to those absolutely necessary to carry out essential func-
tions Essential retail spaces: 33 percent of maximum capacity (indoor
and outdoor)

Food and drink establishments (if NM Safe Certified): 33 percent of
capacity, indoor dining; 75 percent capacity outdoors dining; estab-
lishments serving alcohol must close by 10 p.m.

Close-contact businesses: 33 percent of capacity or 20 customers at
one time, whichever is smaller; 33 percent of any outdoor space on the
premises

Large entertainment venues: 25 percent of maximum capacity of

outdoor space on premises; indoor not permitted with the limited ex-
ceptions and of operating up to 25 percent of maximum and without
any in-person audience

Recreational facilities: 33 percent of outdoor spaces; indoor not per-
mitted

Bars and clubs: May not operate **All other businesses: 33 percent
of capacity (indoor and outdoor) 

Houses of worship: May hold religious services, indoors or outdoors,
or provide services through audiovisual means, may not exceed 33 per-
cent of capacity of any enclosed space. 

Places of lodging: 60 percent maximum occupancy for those that
have completed NM Safe Certified training; 33 percent of maximum oc-
cupancy for all others; 5 guests maximum for vacation rentals. 

Mass gatherings limit: 10 persons; 80 vehicles

FIESTA CANCELLED
Due to the change in restrictions imposed through the public health

orders designating Sierra County as “Yellow Level” Fiesta 2021 regret-
fully had to be cancelled. Permits that would allow the parade to take
place required signatures from the Governor’s office, which was
deemed a non-starter. Further, capacity limitations now enforced at

By Jim Shiley
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INTERIM LEADER - Serena
Bartoo was on hand for the
April 20 county commission
meeting. She was recently
tapped to serve as interim
county manager, while com-
missioners begin efforts to se-
cure a full-time replacement
for departing county manager
Bruce Swingle. 

In attending to a full agenda of
regular business items Tuesday,
April 20, Sierra County Commis-
sioners acknowledged the final
meeting of outgoing county man-
ager Bruce Swingle, and in addi-
tion to formally welcoming
interim county manager Serena
Bartoo, also confirmed the resig-
nation of Emergency Services Ad-
ministrator Paul Tooley.

For the first time in over a year,
the morning’s session was at-
tended by a large number of staff
members, who were able to per-

sonally share department reports
with commissioners. In response
to the staff’s presence and nu-
merous others on hand to ob-
serve the session, chairman
James Paxon expressed pleasure
at seeing the return to a more
normalized session, after months
of restrictions spurred by COVID-
19. He shared hopes for a contin-
ued decline in coronavirus cases
and more normalized operations,
which in light of reports that
Sierra County would be returning
to a more restrictive Yellow Sta-
tus, may have been optimistically
premature.

BURNING RESTRICTIONS 

IN PLACE
Prior to the morning’s regular

session, commissioners con-
vened a formal public hearing to
address proposed burning re-
strictions, as warmer tempera-
tures and accompanying higher
fire dangers near. 

County manager Swingle in-
troduced the proposed ordinance
(No. 20/21-002), noting this was
an annual measure the commis-
sion has traditionally addressed
as warmer weather approaches.
He emphasized how the action
would immediately implement
restrictions on open burning
throughout the unincorporated
areas of Sierra County, but would
not impose a ban on controlled
burns.

Commissioners were told the
proposed ordinance would in-
stead implement a control proce-
dure, which requires anyone
desiring to conduct an open burn

to first contact the  county’s ad-
ministrative offices to secure a
permit.

Emergency Services Adminis-
trator (ESA) Paul Tooley said
once a request is received, his of-
fice would evaluate the plan and
if deemed appropriate, he would
in turn notify the Sierra County
Regional Dispatch Authority and
nearby fire department person-
nel of the proposed burn. Tooley

By Chuck Wentworth
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By Marta Call
The Gila National Forest, Black

Range Ranger District has pre-
pared to implement the Indian
Peaks Prescribed Fire Project,
Units 15 and 17, beginning April
21, conditions permitting. The es-
timated project size is 10,873
acres on National Forest System
lands (735 acres on private and
New Mexico State lands).

The district is closely monitor-
ing onsite fuel conditions and
forecasted weather. This project
includes Forest roads (FR) 4052J,
FR 644, FR 4025B, FR 584, FR 14,
FR 944 and New Mexico State
Highway 163 may be impacted by
smoke and fire personnel traffic
to and from the project.

Objectives for the Indian Peaks
Prescribed Burn include:

•Introduced and maintaining
fire across 50-80% of the land-
scape within the next decade.

•Reducing natural and activity
fuel accumulations.

•Introducing and maintaining
fire back into a fire dependent
ecosystem.

The project boundaries have
been prepared by limbing and
brushing existing road and plac-
ing control lines.

Prescribed fires are one of the
most effective tools available to
resource managers. Prescribed
burns are always managed with
firefighter and public safety as
the first priority. This project will
be burning in primarily
pinyon/juniper – approximately
70% of the unit is pinyon/juniper
and this fuel type takes warm, dry
days and some wind in order to
carry fire across the landscape.

The Gila NF is a fire-dependent
landscape and requires periodic
fire which helps reduce haz-
ardous fuels, protect human com-

Assembling together “in-per-
son” for the April 21 regular city
council meeting, Elephant Butte
council members addressed sev-
eral action items pertaining to
ongoing projects, as well as a res-
olution tending to necessary
fourth quarter budget adjust-
ments. The afternoon’s session
also included a presentation re-
garding broadband development
in Sierra County by Sacred Wind
Communications’ Director of Op-
erations, Greg Jaramillo, along
with regular department reports,
and the formal recognition of
councilor Gerald LaFont’s 15
years of service with the board.

PROJECTS ADVANCED
Councilors first addressed ac-

tions by city manager Vicki
Ballinger to effect a submission
extension for contractor propos-
als, in response to a formal re-
quest for engineering services
needed for the upcoming Michi-
gan Street improvement project.
Ballinger relayed how the origi-
nal Request For Proposal (RFP)
set a submission deadline for
April 19, but said an internal
error set a deadline of April 30 in
subsequent advertisements,
which was not immediately rec-
ognized. 

The city manager said on April
19 she and staff opened and
recorded two proposals, but told
councilors how this was some-
what of a surprise and contractor
interest prior to the April 19
deadline was very active. 

Later recognizing the submis-
sion deadline error, Ballinger in-
dicated she felt some contractors
may have been operating to com-
ply with the advertised April 30
date and may still be planning to
submit offers. In order to accom-
modate this possibility, Ballinger
told councilors she decided to ex-
tend the deadline to April 30 and
noted the measure would return
to the board after that date.

Councilors expressed support
for the city manager’s action, but
did gain her assurance that the
two proposals received and
recorded on April 19 had not yet
been formally evaluated and
would be included in the future
evaluation process.

By Chuck Wentworth
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EB Council

Advances

Projects
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