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QUIET MOMENTS
Dear Father, thank you for

your plans for each of us.
Thank you for walking with
us and illuminating our path.
Often times we don’t have
the strength and ability to do
what we have to do in our
lives. In such moments we
start to analyze ourselves.
We can be hard on ourselves
and fill our minds with
doubt, question our purpose
and value. Our strength lies
in the fact that we are weak,
but Lord, with You at our
side, we are strong. You are
the one to make all of our
doubts go away. Lead us Fa-
ther, as only you can do.

Amen

Tiger Teams Take State

(‘SCAT CATS’ Continued On Page A7)

Local Earns Bachelors, Making History

Friday,  May 14

Mostly Sunny - high 86, low 60

Saturday, May 15

Mostly Sunny - high 90, low 58

Sunday, May 16

Sunny - high 89, low 54

Monday, May 17

Sunny - high 85, low 54

Tuesday, May 18

Mostly Sunny - high 84, low 58

Wednesday, May 19

Mostly Sunny - high 86, low 59

Thursday, May 20

Mostly Sunny  - high 88, low 60

Friday, May 21

Mostly Sunny - high 88, low 61

HIGH LOW

May 7 93 57

May 8 88 58

May 9 87 54

May 10 87 56

May 11 87 55

May 12 85 58

May 13 86 59

Extended Forecast

Lake Levels

Lake Elevation 
(5-14-21):

4,317.14 ft.
(1 Year ago):
4,339.48 ft.

SOURCE: National Weather Service
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When McKenzie Rose Luna is
handed her high school diploma
this month, it will be a historic
event in many ways. Of course,
for anyone receiving their
diploma, an important piece of
their own personal history is
being made. However, it’s a little
different for this week’s Tiger
Scholar. You see, McKenzie will be
one of a very rare group across
the country, and unique in Sierra
County, perhaps in New Mexico.
That is, she will be a high school
student who already has a bach-
elor’s degree from a university
hanging on her wall when she re-
ceives her high school diploma.

McKenzie, the daughter of
Frances and Donnie Luna, merges
country and town in a way that
plays to the strengths of both. As
we know McKenzie’s dad works
on Ted Turner’s buffalo ranch as
the bison manager, and mom
runs the family owned business,
the Sierra County Sentinel and
KCHS Radio.

It was in both town and coun-
try that McKenzie grew up. While
the family home was the Ladder
Ranch with wide open spaces,
cattle, bison and plenty time
spent in the saddle, she also grew
up in town. From the time she
was born, McKenzie graced the
pages of the family owned Sierra
County Sentinel, and as soon as
she could walk and talk, she was
given ever more duties. At first
just running things between
desks, then learning how to stuff
inserts, but quickly taking on ever
greater responsibilities.

During her middle school
years, her family decided to as-
sume the responsibilities and
home school her, and the news-
paper offices become her school

room. In this, like some and un-
like others who have gone the
home school route, McKenzie
flourished. 

All this time, our Tiger Scholar

was involved in other activities
including 4-H and rodeo. A 4-H
member since an early age, she
joined FFA as soon as she could.

(SENTINEL Photos/Jim Shiley)

CHAMPIONS! - The Tigers Celebrate winning in the State Championships Final, 45-43 over San-
dia Prep in The Pit. The Team capped an historic run through nine games in 12 days to finish with
the champions blue trophy. See full story and more photos on page A7.

STATE CHAMPIONS - The Scat Cats in a break from the New
Mexico Envirothon competition, May 7. The Scat cats went on
to win the team’s ninth state championship in the past ten years.
Shown above, left to right: Jair Serrano, Nathan Brown, Abie
Dankert, Richel Monis, Olivia Jaramillo and Edgar Gracia.

SCAT CATS 

STATE CHAMPIONS – AGAIN

The almost perpetual state
championship Scat Cats Envi-
rothon team has done it again,
earning their ninth state title in
just ten years at the New Mexico
Envirothon competition May 7-8.
With the win, they advance to
represent New Mexico at the
North American Envirothon, July
25-28 and will be held virtual,
though hosted by the Nebraska
Association of Resource Districts. 

The Scat Cats are team cap-
tains Nathan Brown and Richel
Monis, Abie Dankert, Edgar Gra-
cia, Olivia Jaramillo and Jair Ser-
rano. They Scat Cats founder and
advisor is now retired, long-time
Hot Springs High biology teacher,
Mark Hedge. 

The team has been studying,
training and practicing almost
daily since the beginning of the
school year, and less formally
since well before that. Leading up

At their regular monthly meeting, May 10, the dis-
trict school board adopted a calendar for the 2021-
22 school year. The board approved the new
calendar on recommendation of district superin-
tendent, Dr. Channell Segura. Though frequently
called year-round school, the district’s labeling it a
“balanced calendar,” more accurately describes it. It
includes a six-week summer break, with two, three-
week intercession breaks, in the fall and spring.
There are also Christmas and Thanksgiving breaks.

The balanced calendar keeps the same total num-
ber of instruction days for students, at 172. Staff
workdays also remain the same. The 2021-22 school
year will begin August 2, with the final day of school
being June 9, with a noon release. This would also
be Graduation Day.

The calendar change reflects the district’s re-
sponse to New Mexico Public Education Depat-
ment’s (NMPED) mandate that all districts
implement strategies to address learning loss over
the last year, due to remote learning and other pan-
demic, public health related restrictions and chal-
lenges. NMPED offered two approved plans, both of
which would increase the number of instruction and
workdays. Though they would be partially funded,
there was no guarantee districts would not have to
use local funds to pay for these. The alternative was
for districts to develop their own plan to address the
issue.

The T-or-C Municipal School District and School
Board decided against both the NMPED plans and
opted instead to develop a plan that would reflect
the needs and desired outcomes for our students
and schools.

Both district faculty and staff, and the wider com-

munity were surveyed and encouraged to give opin-
ions and input about the proposed calendar change.
The results were resounding and decisive, if not
overwhelming. By about the same two thirds mar-
gin, both groups favored adopting the balanced cal-
endar. 

Among 150 staff responding, 68 percent favored
adopting the balanced calendar while 32 percent
wanted a traditional one. Community responses
were much the same. Surveying students, parent
and caregivers, and community members with no
direct connection to the schools, 682 responded. Of
these, students made up nearly half. The community
survey showed 65 percent in favor of the balanced
calendar and 35 percent opposed. Students were
split 60-40 in favor, while parents and caregivers
went for the balanced calendar 70-30 and commu-
nity members in favor 72-28.

Questioned were raised by board members about
issues such as student summer employment, and
their need to work and the valuable lessons im-
parted through this employment beyond an often vi-
tally needed paycheck. The impact on families in
agriculture and ranching was another concern. Also
discussed were problems that might arise surround-
ing shared custody, and other childcare and living
situation related issues.

The vote, when it was taken, was 3-2 in favor of
adopting the balanced calendar, with Board Presi-
dent Brett Smith joining Board member Julianne
Stroup in opposition. 

In his closing remarks, Board President Smith
struck the high note of the night. “Sometimes we
might disagree on how to achieve things,” he said.
“But in the end, every one of us here has what is best
for our students as our number one priority. Once a
decision is made, we all work to try and make it
work in the best possible way for our kids.”
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