
Friday, July 3

Mostly Sunny - high 98, low 72

Saturday, July 4

Mostly Sunny - high 98, low 72

Sunday, July 5

Mostly Sunny - high 99, low 72

Monday, July 6

Mostly Sunny - high 99, low 74

Tuesday, July 7

Mostly Sunny - high 100, low 73

Wednesday, July 8

Mostly Sunny - high 99, low 73

Thursday, July 9

Mostly Sunny  - high 99, low 73

Friday, July 10

Mostly Sunny - high 99, low 72

HIGH LOW

June 26 101 72

June 27 97 70

June 28 93 68

June 29 94 69

June 30 95 68

July 1 96 69

July 2 94 69

Extended Forecast

Lake Levels

Lake Elevation 
(7-3-20):

4,322.92 ft.
(1 Year ago):
4,344.57 ft.

SOURCE: National Weather Service

Group 

Questioning

State Park 

Management

QUIET MOMENTS
Lord, in whose name the

founders of this country won
liberty for themselves and
for us. They lit the torch of
freedom for our Country’s
unborn. Lord, bless our land
with and save us from vio-
lence, discord and confusion;
from pride and arrogance
and from every evil way. In
the time of prosperity, fill our
hearts with thankfulness and
in the days of trouble, let us
remember to trust You.

Amen

(‘METH’ Continued On Page A4)

(‘MGMT’ Continued On Page A2)
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Drugs Land Couple Behind Bars Mother Charged

After Toddler Tests

Positive For Meth

T-or-C Completes 
Wastewater Plant Upgrades
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END PRODUCT - Aside from effluent water discharge, which
is actually preferred over lake flow by the Rio Grande’s carp and
other denizens, T-or-C’s wastewater treatment plant produces
a near steady supply of highly prized compost. When available,
this material can be obtained free of charge and is regarded
among area gardeners as a most valuable soil booster. 

One of the City of Truth
or Consequences’ (T-or-C)
most important achieve-
ments in years may have
been overlooked by many
residents due to the recent
and understandable focus
placed upon the COVID-19
health emergency and local
responses. Over the past
several weeks city authori-
ties have addressed all final
steps, successfully bringing
a multi-year and multi-mil-
lion dollar wastewater
plant renovation project to
completion. With only one
final payment of less than
$500 to be fully verified as
of June 30, T-or-C’s
Water/Wastewater Divi-
sion Director Jesse Cole

An official with one of the
state’s largest bass tournament
organizations is spearheading an
investigation into New Mexico’s
State Parks Division (NMSP), ask-
ing for an accounting of where
monies from day use passes and
other permits sold at Elephant
Butte and Caballo reservoirs are
spent.

Earl Conway, conservation di-
rector and vice president of the
New Mexico BASS Nation
(NMBN), has also criticized the
closing of the state parks during
the COVID-19 pandemic, claiming
the agency has created more
problems by keeping the public
off of several lakes where the
State Parks Division manages the
shoreline.

COVID-19 cases in New Mex-
ico have surpassed 12,000, and
Gov. Grisham was expected to an-
nounce an extension of the Public
Health Order that closed Ele-
phant Butte Lake to overnight
camping, limited visitation to the
park to 6 a.m. to 8 p.m., and can-
celled all special events there.

Cases of the virus are spiking
nationwide, and many wonder if
the governor will extend current
restrictions or tighten them. 

About 1,933 people received
COVID-19 tests in Sierra County
as of press time, with 11 testing
positive. 

At press time Conway said he
had received word from State
Parks that there was “no chance”
there would be tournaments held
there in the near future.

Conway has been critical of
the governor’s orders closing the
park since the first Public Health
Order (PHO) was issued, which
closed the park and all boat
launches except the one at the
dam site. He questions whether
the state had the authority to ar-
bitrarily close access to the water;
and feels that doing so caused
more harm than good when it
comes to social distancing while
recreating in the outdoors. Con-
way said he also fears the actions
have hampered the effort to halt
the spread of invasive species in

Police have arrested an Ele-
phant Butte woman after her 15-
month old tested positive for
meth. Charges were filed against
Dori Christine Landolt, 33, of Ele-
phant Butte, after several inci-
dents in June lead to a hair
sample being taken from Lan-
dolt’s young child. Test results re-
turned showing high amounts of
meth.

Sierra County Sheriff ’s
deputies had visited with Landolt
in mid June after receiving infor-
mation that she had blown meth
smoke into the baby’s face. Upon
checking on the woman and tod-
dler they were found to be in
good condition.

Just nine days later Children
Youth and Families Department
(CYFD) investigators conducted
the hair sample test on the child.
Landolt reportedly told CYFD
that she did not know how or
why her child tested positive for
meth and quickly blamed one of
her roommates. According to
court records Landolt agreed to
have the baby and herself un-
dergo a urine test. The baby’s
urine test turned up negative and
Landolt never showed up.

Sheriff ’s Deputy Montoya
noted in the court documents

As reported in the Sentinel last week, the
New Mexico Public Education Department
(NMPED) has released guidelines, “Reentry
Guidance,” for the coming school year. With Dr.
Channell Segura formally taking her position on
July 1 as our district’s new Superintendent, a
local plan for reopening is slated to be released
at the July 13 School Board Meeting. The 5:30
p.m. meeting will be open to the public via the
Zoom Meeting platform, and will be broadcast live
on KCHS Radio 101.9 FM. 

Dr. Segura has been working with administrators,
faculty, staff and others to develop the plan that will
follow the guidance put out by NMPED, with em-
phasis on both student and staff safety as well as
starting the school year with as complete an ed-
ucational and extracurricular experience as possible. 

A close reading of the 25-page NMPED Reentry Guidance, reveals a
commitment to a full reopening of all schools as quickly as it can be
safely done. The initial opening plans are designed to maximize edu-
cation as well as collect data to aid in that more complete opening. This
commitment is mirrored by our own school district.

As the NMPED guidance states; “A phased entry approach will allow
the state to collect and analyze data on the impact of

a controlled start on the spread of the virus. This
information will be essential to ensure that the

state is able to move toward the goal of re-
turning all children to a full school schedule
as soon as it can be safely accomplished.”
This commitment is repeatedly stated in the
NMPED published guidance. 

Two basic models are discussed in the
NMPED guidelines. Both are built around a

desired result reducing capacity to allow dis-
tancing in the classroom. A six-foot minimum

standard has been set between student desks or
table placement in the classroom for this initial phase

of reopening. At Arrey Elementary, this is achievable with-
out need to go to a hybrid student attendance plan. For the other four
schools in our district, as will most schools in the state, a modified at-
tendance plan will be needed. The state guidance allows for schools to
reopen on or after August 3.

Both models split the student body of a school into two groups of
50 percent each. One group attending at the school at a time. Students
would attend either two days on, two days off per week, with one day
for intensive cleaning. The other model calls for one week spent in-
school and one week at-home. In both models, at-home remote learn-
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Public Input Sought 

On School Reentry Plan
By Jim Shiley
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Complete the

“School Reentry Hybrid 

Model Options

Student/Families/Community 

Quesionnaire”

at torcschools.net.

Link on home page
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PROCESS UPGRADE -

A primary component of
the T-or-C Wastewater
plant’s recent Phase-IIB
improvements, involved
installation of this new di-
gester system. An added
feature, this equipment
effectively encourages
bacteria development,
significantly improving
solid separation and dry-
ing processes with al-
most no detectable odor. 

(‘PLAN’ Continued On Page A7)

(‘UPGRADES’ Continued On Page A3)

Truth or Con-
sequences Po-
lice served a
search warrant
on Wednesday,
June 24 that re-
sulted in two ar-
rests and the
seizure of meth,
heroin and drug
paraphernalia.

Darryl Lavoy,
60, and his wife,
Ranie, 43, of
1104 Henson,

were taken into custody as officers executed the
search warrant at their home Wednesday evening.

According to charges filed against the couple, po-
lice found nu-
merous items
inside the green
van Darryl was
driving at the
time officers
stopped him
outside his
home. A back-
pack inside the
van contained
several baggies
of methamphet-

By Frances Luna
SENTINEL
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