
TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES ELECTION:

15 Seek 3 City Commission Seats

Extended Forecast

SOURCE: National Weather Service

Friday, January 10

Partly Cloudy - high 52, low 23

Saturday, January 11

Sunny - high 52, low 27

Sunday, January 12

Sunny - high 56, low 29

Monday, January 13

Sunny - high 61, low 32

Tuesday, January 14

Mostly Sunny - high 61, low 34

Wednesday, January 15

Partly Cloudy - high 59, low 32

Thursday, January 16

Partly Cloudy  - high 57, low 34

Friday, January 17

Partly Cloudy - high 56, low 34

HIGH LOW

January 3 52 28

January 4 55 28

January 5 59 31

January 6 55 27

January 7 50  28

January 8 61   33

January 9 60 35

SOURCE: National Weather Service

Lake Levels

Lake Elevation 
(1-10-20): 4,345.41 ft.

(1 Year ago): 4,299.25 ft.

QUIET MOMENTS
Heavenly Father, You ave a

special scent to every flower,
different textures on every
surface. Even the way we
were designed, we were
each uniquely created with a
purpose. Oh, how a woman
gives birth to a new born is
simply amazing and beauti-
ful. All things were created
through Your eyes, they
weremagnificently designed
by You. We are fearfully and
wonderfully made. We ap-
preciate You, Lord for the
great tings You have made
and all You have done for us,
for You are the Alpha and the
Omega, the beginning and
the end. Amen
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As of 5 p.m., Tuesday, January 7,
a total of 17 citizens submitted for-
mal declarations of candidacy with
the City of Truth or Consequences,
asserting their intent to vie for one
of four available posts on the up-
coming March 3 municipal election
ballot. 

Three seats on the city commis-
sion are up for grabs, as well as the
seat for municipal judge. 

MUNICIPAL JUDGE
Two candidates signed up to

compete for the municipal judge
post. Incumbent municipal judge
Beatrice Sanders will be seeking
reelection, and will face a challenge
from Joe E. Baca Jr.

CITY COMMISSION

POSITION-TWO 
Vying for this available seat will

be five candidates, Ingo Hoeppner,
Carol Borsello, William K. Jacka,
Julie Rackow and Randall Aragon. 

POSITION-FOUR
Four candidates have also de-

clared their intent to seek this

available seat. Incumbent commis-
sioner Kathleen Clark will be seek-
ing a return to the board. She will
face challenges from local resi-
dents, Gina Kelley, William Fink Jr.,
and Brendan C. Tolley.

POSITION-FIVE
This will be the most heavily

contested post, with six individuals
declaring their candidacy. Incum-
bent commissioner George Szigeti
will be vying to return to the board.
He will be challenged in this effort
by local residents Tony Archuleta,
Ron Fenn, Roy Ryder, Amanda For-
rister and Martin E. Mijal 

•All declared candidates will be
certified by the City Clerk before 5
p.m. Friday, January 10. The dead-
line for candidates to withdraw
from the election is 5 p.m. Tuesday,
January 14.

•January 14 is also Filing Day for
Write-In Candidates seeking a post
in the March 3 municipal election.
All write-in candidates must file a
formal declaration with the City
Clerk’s Office, 505 Sims Street be-
fore 5 p.m. on this day.  Write-in
candidates will be certified by the
City Clerk before 5 p.m. January 17. 

The Truth or Consequences
City Commission’s January 8 reg-
ular meeting agenda focused on
several resolutions, all tied to
funding requests for planned
water, wastewater and related
street improvements. 

Most of the morning’s action
items centered on a joint effort
between the city and the Village
of Williamsburg, which commis-
sioners addressed as a measure
of new business and unani-
mously endorsed.

Prior to this action, village
mayor Deb Stubblefield and
clerk/treasurer Amanda Cardona
joined T-or-C’s grant/projects co-
ordinator and zoning official,
Traci Burnette, in outlining the
proposed project for board mem-
bers. Mayor Stubblefield ex-
pressed pleasure in the
opportunity to partner with the
city for this initiative, which aims
to replace aging water and waste-
water lines along Mona and Doris
Streets within the Village. While
Williamsburg residents own and
are responsible for maintaining
sewer lines in this area, the City
of T-or-C owns and holds respon-
sibility for upkeep of the adjacent
water lines. Stubblefield said the
water lines in question were in

Although only a handful of cit-
izens turned out to participate in
the Truth or Consequences (T-or-
C) Parks and Recreation Advisory
Board’s January 6 regular meet-
ing, several concerns relating to
pending renovation of Ralph Ed-
wards Park were discussed dur-
ing an extended public comment

PLANS PENDING - With a
pressing need to secure ven-
dors for the 2020 Fiesta, event
coordinator Susan Curry
urged the T-or-C recreation
board to solidify plans for
Ralph Edwards Park renova-
tions January 6. In addition to
sharing other concerns, she
pointed out how timing of the
project would determine if
venue changes are needed
for this year’s celebration.   

By Marta Call
The Gila National Forest has

not yet received clearance from
the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) to officially release
the draft revised management
plan and draft environmental im-
pact statement for an official pub-
lic comment period. This pushes
the start and end of the official
comment period out.

The Notice of Availability is an-

ticipated to be published in the
Federal Register on January 24 or
January 31, 2020. Despite the
delay, the forest has made the
draft documents available for
public review since December 23,
2019, on the Forest Plan Revision
website. The Gila National Forest
will be hosting a series of public
meetings at the locations listed
below.

At the discretion of the Forest

Supervisor, all substantive com-
ments between the time the draft
Forest Plan and draft Environ-
mental Impact Statement were
posted on the Forest Plan website
will be considered formal com-
ments.

The public meetings will not be
open-house style and will begin at
the times shown. If you show up
late there will still be an opportu-
nity to provide feedback, but you

(Courtesy Photo/Jessica Rowley)

Raising Funds For The Future

The STEAM Punks hosted the 2020 Vision show featuring the legendary Elvis and Marilyn Monroe
on January 3 at the Truth or Consequences Civic Center. Over 250 people attended the tribute
show, enjoyed a delicious meal and a meet and great with the performers all in the name of raising
funds for the STEAM Punks organization that is dedicated to engaging local kids in Science, Tech-
nology, Arts and Math.

A public forum open to all the announced candidates running
for Truth or Consequences City Commission has been set for
Monday, January 27 at the Civic Center Auditorium, 400 W.
Fourth Ave.

Hosted by Sierra County Indivisible, the forum will introduce
T-or-C voters to the field of contenders, (some of whom are po-
litical newcomers) vying to win one of three commission seats
up for election on March 3.

“We want the community to have a chance to ask questions
of the candidates before early voting begins on February 4,” ex-
plained Diana Tittle, Sierra County Indivisible’s communications
chair. “The future of T-or-C will be determined, in large part, by
the vision, people skills and wise stewardship of the represen-
tatives we elect.”

John Masterson, co-owner of the Truth or Consequences
Brewing Company, will moderate the forum. A well-respected
entrepreneur, online publisher, and president of MainStreet T-
or-C, Masterson will ask the opening round of questions. Ques-
tions from the audience will be welcomed in the second round.

Doors open at 6 p.m.; the forum begins at 6:30, and there will
be an opportunity to “meet and greet” the candidates after the
forum’s conclusion.

Readers’ Choice

Ballot Inside

Candidate Forum Set
By Chuck Wentworth
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will miss part of the conversation. 
When the USDA provides

clearance for the official release,
paper copies will be available to
review at all Gila NF offices and at
the following community loca-
tions. CD copies will also be avail-
able for distribution at these
locations: Gila Valley Library,
Quemado School, Glenwood
Community Library, Silver City
Public Library, Hillsboro Commu-
nity Center, Village of Reserve Li-
brary, Luna Community Center,
Western New Mexico University,
Miller Library, Mule Creek Post
Office, Winston General Store,
Quemado School, all six Gila NF
offices.

For information on the Gila Na-
tional Forest, check out our web-
site at https://www.fs.usda.gov/
gila or join the conversation on
Facebook and Twitter.

session. 
Beginning with a review of the

overall project and current plans
for phase-one development,
parks and recreation department
manager O. J.  Hechler acknowl-
edged that contract negotiations
were still ongoing, but indicated
they were in line to be completed
within the coming weeks. With
this noted, he shared a tentative
timeline developed by the pro-
ject’s architect, which anticipates
contractor bidding in March and
a start-up of phase-one construc-
tion in April. This proposed time-
line would see construction
continuing through May, followed
by maintenance period to secure
the establishment of new sod,
and/or grass seed, through early
July.

Timing Key For Ralph 

Edwards Park Plan
By Chuck Wentworth
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