
Harmon To Fill EB Council Vacancy

QUIET MOMENTS
Lord, I know that You are

the one and only source of
my being. Spirit itself created
me. Life itself lives through
me. Love itself sustains me. I
know You love me and there-
fore, I no longer believe in
unworthiness, limitation and
shame. I no longer believe
that I am undeserving of the
best life has to offer. I de-
serve and accept all the good
things in life for myself and
everyone else in my world.
Never again will I judge my-
self as undeserving.        Amen

Rodriguez Named New T-or-C Police Chief

Caballo Firefighter Dies On Scene
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By Sentinel Staff
A single vehicle accident occurred on July

20 requiring the attention of New Mexico
State Police around 11:30 a.m. During the in-
vestigation of that non-injury crash, officers
were alerted to a firefighter on scene who had
been struck by a fire truck.

According to New Mexico State Police the
initial investigation indicates Caballo volun-

teer firefighter, Janet Tracy, 59, of Caballo, NM
was on the crash scene providing aid and sup-
port, a regular practice for crashes in the area.
At around 12:20 p.m. a Caballo Fire apparatus,
driven by a 52-year-old male Caballo volun-
teer firefighter was being repositioned. The
driver did not see firefighter Tracy when he
struck her. Tracy suffered fatal injuries in the
incident and was pronounced deceased on the

scene by the Office of the Medical Investigator.
Police have not released the identity of the

firefighter driving the fire truck. They did say,
however, that the fire apparatus was not
equipped with a backup camera.

As of press time Thursday, July 22 no fur-
ther details were available. Service arrange-
ments and other updates can be found at
gpkmedia.com
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Although officially beginning
his new role as Chief of the Truth
or Consequences Police Depart-
ment only a few weeks ago, Victor
Rodriguez is likely already well
recognized by many community
residents. Since coming on board
with the department, he has been
actively learning the ropes of his
new assignment, and devoting
the rest of his time toward engag-
ing with TCPD operations, meet-
ing with community residents
and attending a variety of sched-
uled city meetings.

Happily married, a father of
four, and now a grandfather too,
Rodriguez brings 21 years of law
enforcement experience to his

Lake Levels

Lake Elevation   
(7/23/21): 4,302.92 ft.

(1 Year ago): 4,314.33  ft.

SOURCE: National Weather Service

Extended Forecast
Friday, July 23

Thunderstorms - high 89, low 67

Saturday,  July 24

Thunderstorms- high 81, low 66

Sunday,  July 25

AM Showers - high 84, low 67

Monday, July 26

Partly Cloudy- high 90, low 69

HIGH LOW

July 16   93   72

July 17   93    71

July 18   92   72

July 19   92 71

July 20   90   68

July 21   85  67

July 22   88   68

Tuesday, July 27

Mostly Sunny - high 92, low 70

Wednesday, July 28

Mostly Sunny - high 93, low 71

Thursday, July 29
Mostly Sunny - high 93, low 71

Friday, July 30

Mostly Sunny - high 92, low 69
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INTERIM TERM - Heading a list of other important appointments addressed by the Elephant Butte
City Council July 21, was the selection of Cathy Harmon, above right, to fill the council seat vacated
by the departure of long time board member Gerald LaFont as the month began. After councilors
fully supported mayor Edna Trager’s decision to appoint Harmon, it was determined that clerk/trea-
sure Rani Bush could legally administer the oath of office, and the new appointee was invited to
the rostrum to complete the formality. With this accomplished, Harmon was able to officially join
with fellow council members and actively participate for the remainder of the afternoon’s session.

Heading a list of important
board and committee appoint-
ments attended to by the Ele-
phant Butte City Council
Wednesday, July 21, was the se-
lection of current planning and
zoning commission (P&Z) mem-
ber Cathy Harmon to fill a council
seat vacated by long time city
leader Gerald LaFont. 

Mayor Edna Trager said three
citizens had originally applied to
serve in an interim capacity,
which will assure the board can
continue to operate with a full
membership through the upcom-
ing November 2 general election.
After noting one candidate did
not fully meet the established re-
quirements, the mayor said the
remaining two candidates were
qualified and suggested either
could effectively fill the vacancy. 

In discussion, Trager and fel-
low board members noted Har-
mon’s prominent role as a
member of P&Z and a consistent
interest she has shown in council
activities. After being assured her
departure from the P&Z would
not hinder the commission’s op-
erations or ability to regularly
convene a quorum, the mayor ex-
pressed her appreciation for the
other candidates’ interest and
said her decision would be to ap-
point Harmon to fill the council
vacancy. Councilors quickly sup-
ported the appointment with an
unanimous vote, and after city at-
torney Ben Young confirmed that
clerk/treasurer Rani Bush could
legally administer the oath of of-
fice, Harmon was officially
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Truth or Consequences Parks and Recreation Department staff began construction of two new
shade structures for the Carole Wheeler Dog Park Wednesday morning, July 21. Purchased with
park foundation support, the new additions will soon provide patrons with respite from the ample
Sierra County sunshine, as well as protection from the occasional monsoon downpours when they
roll in. While hopes of a straightforward project were somewhat dashed when crew members dis-
covered a water line and a thick stone substrate in digging their first post holes, department man-
ager Ryan Lawler remained confident about moving the initiative forward. Once the support
structures are cemented in place, Lawler said they would be left to cure for at least a day before
crews will return to assemble the remaining components. 

Dog Park Gets Shady Upgrade

By Chuck Wentworth
SENTINEL

©Copyright 2021 Sierra County Sentinel

By Chuck Wentworth
SENTINEL

©Copyright 2021 Sierra County Sentinel

role as TCPD Chief. Among his
initial actions, has been the es-
tablishment of his desire for the
TCPD maintain a focus on profes-
sionalism, respect and integrity
in addressing all responsibilities.
Previous positions have pro-
vided Rodriguez with a wide
range of experience, including all
phases of standard law enforce-
ment assignments, as well as
special investigations and ad-
ministrative insight into deten-
tion operations.

Overall, Rodriguez said he ex-
pects himself and his officers to
be accountable for their actions,
while also focusing on ever-im-
proving communication with
community residents and civic
leaders. 

Originally hailing from El Paso
and growing up in the nearby
lower valley community of
Fabens, Rodriguez said his family
would later relocate to the Van
Horn, Texas area. Spending most
of his teenage years in the rural
west Texas community, the TCPD
Chief said he went on to graduate
from high school in Van Horn.
While undoubtedly possessing
an innate attraction for space-
port country, Rodriguez notes his
desire to pursue a career in law
enforcement came early. At 19
years of age, he said he was ready
to strike out on the career path
but found Texas would not ac-
cept candidates less than 21
years of age. Recognizing how
neighboring New Mexico was
open to accepting younger re-
cruits, Rodriguez opted for a new
opportunity to begin serving as a
policeman for the City of Capitan,
New Mexico, and eagerly began a
new life path assisting citizens
throughout the “land of enchant-
ment.”

While still spending time in
the El Paso area as a teen, the
TCPD Chief said he first crossed
paths with his future wife, Eu-
nice. No doubt enhancing his
personal dedication, the couple
was married prior to the outset
of his law enforcement career
and shared the excitement of
new beginnings together in the
move to New Mexico. 

Though admittedly eager to
begin as he hit the streets of Cap-
itan, Rodriguez said his only true
preparation for the job was a
perspective he gained from
watching police-related dramas
and programs on television. Very
soon after beginning, the basic
field training he received made it
clear there was much more he
had to learn. This prompted Ro-
driguez to later communicate
with officials in Tatum, New Mex-

The State Championship win-
ning Tiger Boys’ Basketball team
will be presented with the rings
marking the earning of their
state championship title, at a July
31 ceremony. The presentation
of the championship rings will
follow after a special benefit din-
ner, to be held at the Hot Springs
High cafeteria starting at 5:00
p.m. At ten dollars a plate, all pro-
ceeds will go to help offset the
cost of the rings. All those wish-
ing to attend the dinner are
urged to RSVP to Boys Basketball
Head Coach Derek Bean as soon
as possible.

Following the dinner, the team
will hold their awards banquet in
the HSHS gym, the Den, at 6:00
p.m., where team members will
receive the rings and other
awards will be presented. Both
state and district championship
t-shirts will also be available at
this time. All Tiger basketball
fans are urged to attend to cele-
brate our Tiger State Champions.
You do not need to come to the
dinner in order to attend to
awards banquet, for which there
is no charge. 

Tigers To
Receive
Rings At
Benefit
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Through personal experience,
local resident Breanna Garcia em-
phasizes how building a strong
network of peer support and
community involvement can
greatly increase the likelihood of
success in transitioning for indi-
viduals being released from the
Sierra County Detention Center. 

In response to this under-
standing and a desire to help such
individuals, Garcia has initiated
the John 3:16 project. This initia-
tive aims to provide health and
personal care packages for in-
mates upon their release. Each
package will contain a variety of
health and hygiene products, in-
formation about available com-
munity services and resources, as
well as selected biblical scrip-
tures. 

Garcia is seeking support for
the John 3:16 program and wel-
comes anyone interested in
learning more about the project,
or who may be interested in do-
nating to the initiative to phone
575-740-0661    


