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Receives 

Clean Audit

Solar Generation Limit Supported

QUIET MOMENTS
Heavenly Father, Spring is

a metaphor for change. Some
changes we eagerly await,
and some we are anxious
about. Some changes we
plan and others arrive unin-
vited. To all these changes
we ask the gift of Your per-
spective bechoning us to ex-
pectation, hope and rebirth.
Help us to remember that
there is hope carried in the
wind, and to be warmed
with the sun that feeds the
earth, may it also feed our
energy. May the sunlight and
the rain be reminders that
You are at work renewing
the earth. As a God of re-
newal, You are ever at work
in our lives, too. Open our
eyes and lives to the needed
changes in our lives this
Springs. Awaken us to new
life and perspective, for we
pray in your sweet name.

Amen

Friday, March 19

Sunny - high 76, low 45

Saturday, March 20

Sunny - high 81, low 49

Sunday, March 21

Cloudy/Wind - high 76, low 47

Monday, March 22

Cloudy/Wind - high 63, low 40

Tuesday, March 23

Partly Cloudy - high 66, low 42

Wednesday, March 24

Partly Cloudy - high 62, low 38

Thursday, March 25

Mostly Sunny  - high 67, low 42

Friday, March 26

Sunny - high 72, low 43

HIGH LOW

March 12 68 37

March 13 56 34

March 14 63 37

March 15 71 39

March 16 67  38

March 17 69 41

March 18 71 42

Forecast: Looking Ahead

Lake Levels
Lake Elevation 

(3-19-21):
4,312.41 ft.
(1 Year ago):
4,346.81 ft.

SOURCE: National Weather Service
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Restrictions listed in 

effect until 3.24.21
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County Eyes Important Revenue

 

(Courtesy Photo)

A T-or-C woman was arrested
on charges of aggravated DUI,
first offense, after she lost control
of her car downtown and
crashed.

Officers had made contact with
Veronica Ontiveros, 36, of T-or-C,
around 6 p.m. on Monday, March
15 when she was too intoxicated
to drive from the 900 block of
North Date and walked home.
Just an hour and a half later, On-
tiveros had decided to return to
the North Date address, retrieve
her car and was driving on Main
near Foch when she lost control.

Ontiveros reportedly told po-
lice that another vehicle was next
to her on Main. When she tried to
move over to create a greater dis-
tance between them she said she
lost control, struck the curb, spun
around and came to rest partially
on the curb and shoulder of the
road.

Ontiveros admitted to drinking
prior to driving and was past the
point of conducting field sobriety
tests. She blew a .17 during a
breath alcohol content test and
was taken into custody without
further incident by T-or-C Police
Officer Carreon.
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Woman Arrested For DUI After Crash

UPGRADES - After receiving
long-overdue funding, county
Road Director Billy Neeley
outlined plans to upgrade his
equipment and vehicle fleet
for county commission mem-
bers March 16.  

The Sierra County Commis-
sion’s March 16 regular meeting
included board approval of two
agreements with New Mexico’s
Department of Finance and Ad-
ministration (DFA), which will
enable delivery of $455,000 in
capital outlay revenue awarded
to the county in early 2020. Com-
missioners approved measures
directing $255,000 of this rev-
enue toward the acquisition of
necessary equipment and vehi-
cles for the county’s road depart-
ment, and directing another
$200,000 to the community of
Arrey for long-awaited ball field
upgrades.

In approving the road fund al-
lotment, commissioners ascer-
tained that road director Billy
Neeley would be looking stretch
the available revenue through the
purchase of quality used vehicles
and equipment. Neeley said he
would also soon be placing a sig-
nificant amount of older and/or
unused equipment up for auction
to bolster the department’s rev-
enue for additional equipment
acquisitions and other needs.

Before joining to approve the
funding allocated for the Arrey
project, county manager Bruce
Swingle said the revenue would
assure new grass for the baseball
field and a planned realignment
of grass areas to include a new

In a formal letter addressed to
New Mexico Energy, Minerals and
Natural Resources Secretary
Sarah Cottrell Propst and Direc-
tor of State Parks Division Christy
Tafoya March 13, District 35 State
Senator Crystal Diamond, District
38 State Representative Rebecca
Dow and District 39 State Repre-
sentative Luis M. Terrazas urged
an immediate change to present
camping restrictions at state park
facilities. 

The communication relays
how the legislators’ attention was
recently drawn to present restric-
tions, which only allow visitors at
Elephant Butte Lake State Park
and other facilities to camp at de-
veloped sites, away from shore-
lines and beaches. 

While recognizing this restric-
tion was enacted to ensure ade-
quate space and to abide by
COVID-19 health guidelines, the
legislators stressed such safe-
guards are unnecessary. They fur-
ther suggested the present
regulations place undue limita-
tions upon New Mexico citizens
and other park visitors.

After encouraging state park
authorities to post written in-
structions for visitors regarding
social distancing, the letter goes
on to urge concerned officials to
immediately reopen public ac-
cess to all developed and primi-
tive campsites at all state park
facilities. This request specifically
included all beach/shoreline
camping options at Elephant
Butte Lake State Park and other
facilities where such opportuni-
ties are available. 

In seeking this policy change,
Senator Diamond, Representative
Dow and Representative Terrazas
stressed that New Mexico’s citi-
zens should be trusted to comply
with posted instructions and
called for what they feel is overt
caution to end.

PAST DUE - In a recent re-
view of T-or-C’s utility billing
process, PUAB chair George
Szigeti said he found past-due
accounts totaling near
$218,000 and suggested
March 15 that a stricter ap-
proach toward collection
might be warranted. 

Following a prolonged discus-
sion that rekindled numerous
past issues surrounding the City
of Truth or Consequences’ (T-or-
C) present 90-percent limit on
residential solar generation sys-
tems, the city’s Public Utility Ad-
visory Board (PUAB) ultimately
voted to set a related measure
aside March 15. With a three-to-
two majority decision members
set down a motion seeking to
continue an ordinance amend-
ment effort to eliminate this es-
tablished limit. In reaching this
decision, Chairman George
Szigeti and vice-chairman Jeff
Dornbusch sided in favor of the
motion entered by Szigeti, while
fellow board members Ron Pa-
courek, Gil Avelar and Don
Armijo opposed further revision

SPEED ALERT - T-or-C
Deputy Police Chief Erica
Baker told Williamsburg
trustees that easing health re-
strictions, a return of students
to school and increasing visi-
tors would soon spur tighter
area traffic control March 11. 

After voicing memories of how
not-too-many years ago the mu-
nicipality was burdened by signif-
icant fiscal challenges, the Village
of Williamsburg board of trustees
expressed happiness in unani-
mously approving a motion to ac-
cept a very positive audit report
for the 2020 Fiscal Year, during
their March 11 regular meeting. 

Outlined in a detailed review
provided by contracted auditor
Dan Austin, CPA, the 2020 fiscal
summary revealed positive
standings among most accounts,
with a final tallying rendering the
Village a total net profit of ap-
proximately $32,700 for the year.
Austin said the municipality’s
general fund totaled out near
$89,000 to the positive for cycle

State Parks 
Pressed On 
Beach Camping

efforts. 
In opening discussion, the

chairman recapped how T-or-C’s
electrical energy is derived from
four primary sources, which
aside from supplemental energy
from the city’s solar farm, is de-
livered to through the Sierra
Electric Cooperative (SEC). Man-
aging energy provided to the
county by Tri-State Generation
and Transmission Association
and the Western Area Power Ad-
ministration (WAPA) SEC, in turn
has established a long-term con-
tract to provide T-or-C with this
power. A number of years ago, in
opting to develop a municipal
solar farm, T-or-C officials ob-
tained a contract amendment
with SEC allowing energy from
the solar farm to offset municipal
usage.

Within the established SEC

soccer field. Board members
were told the community was ex-
cited about the project, which
will further include the installa-
tion of new picnic tables and
shade structures.

•During his regular report,
Swingle said the county’s admin-
istration, along with neighboring
municipalities were anticipating
the receipt of revenue through
the “coronavirus rescue bill” now

in the works. While noting many
details regarding this support
funding were still to come, the
county manager said Sierra
County was in line to receive
over $2 million. He also relayed
that the City of Truth or Conse-
quences (T-or-C) was anticipated
to receive near $1.3 million, the
City of Elephant Butte approxi-
mately $300,000 and the Village
of Williamsburg near $95,000
through this initiative. While this
revenue will come with specific
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