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Fight Lands

One In Jail

QUIET MOMENTS
Dear Lord, we ask that you

take away the hurt, pain and
anxiety that we are feeling.
Help us to deal with the clo-
sures of relationships. Help
us when we are feeling lost
and completely over-
whelmed. Please shelter us in
your arms and assure us that
we will be okay. Please help
to make us whole again and
mend our hearts. Please clear
our minds from negative
thoughts and feelings of un-
certainity. Please bless the
ability to let go and forgive as
we don’t want to carry
around anger in our hearts.
Please forgive us for our sins
and help us to move forward.
Help us find closure when we
are lost, devastated, hurt,
scared, lonely and sick. Help
us to remember we always
have you and are never truly
alone. We need your daily
guidance. Amen
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Elephant Days This Weekend

Schedule Inside: A3

Repeat Offenders Arrested, Again
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T-or-C Considers Utility Future

Early Voting

Continues

Friday, October 15

Sunny - high 70, low 41

Saturday, October 16

Sunny - high 72, low 46

Sunday, October 17

Mostly Sunny - high 77, low 52

Monday, October 18

Mostly Sunny - high 80, low 48

Tuesday, October 19

Mostly Sunny - high 77, low 50

Wednesday, October 20

Mostly Sunny - high 76, low 51

Thursday, October 21

Mostly Sunny  - high 75, low 51

Friday, October 22

Mostly Sunny - high 76, low 50

HIGH LOW

October 8 86 54

October 9 88 56

October 10 87 53

October 11 79 52

October 12 73 41

October 13 66 41

October 14 73 44

Extended Forecast

Lake Levels

Lake Elevation 
(10-15-21):
4,299.46 ft.
(1 Year ago):
4,298.72 ft.

SOURCE: National Weather Service
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Fire Claims Volunteers’ Home
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FEASIBILITY AND FEES - Approximately a dozen local residents turned out to share input about
a potential water meter upgrade with T-or-C City commissioners October 13. Public statements
were accepted after the board received a review from Yearout Energy Services representatives,
which referenced the firm’s past offer that was ultimately declined by commissioners and outlined
the possibility of renewing a proposal in this regard. Wednesday’s regular meeting also included
approval of a resolution initiating a feasibility study that will provide city leaders with details re-
garding a potential purchase of the city’s electric utility by the Sierra Electric Cooperative. The
busy commission session further included board approval of fee increases for the municipal swim-
ming pool, the Vista Memory Gardens and Hot Springs Cemeteries, as well as an increase
deemed necessary ß    for fuel services at the municipal airport.  

During their October 13 regular meeting, the
Truth or Consequences City Commission addressed
a long list of action items, which included fee in-
creases for the municipal swimming pool, cemetery
services and airport fuel services. In addition to a
number of budget adjustments, project related ex-
penditure approval and other items, the session also
featured an extensive discussion pertaining to a pos-
sible water meter upgrade project, as well as board
approval of a feasibility study to consider a potential
sale of the city’s electric utility to the Sierra Electric
Cooperative.

WATER METER UPGRADE DISCUSSED

Convening a public hearing, commissioners wel-
comed a presentation by Yearout Energy Services
representatives Alex Montaño and Tara Trafton,
which first recalled the firm’s previous proposal to

the city in 2016. At that time Yearout’s proposal was
aimed at effecting citywide installation of new AMI
water and electric metering systems, but was ulti-
mately rejected by the city commission.

Montaño recalled how Yearout was initially in-
vited to evaluate a water meter replacement initia-
tive and later asked to incorporate electric meter
replacement into the overall project. He relayed how
the proposed water meter replacement effort was
to have been funded by a percentage of the esti-
mated savings the city was expected to realize solely
from improved monitoring the new system would
provide. 

While aging water meters and better monitoring
were anticipated to provide significant cost savings
for the city, Montaño explained that the proposed
electric meter upgrades did not provide similar cost
savings and therefore drove up the overall project
costs to more than $5 million, with an anticipated
20-year repayment plan. 

Early voting in the 2021 Regu-
lar Local Election officially began
Tuesday, October 5. As of
Wednesday afternoon, October
13, with just over a full week of
early voting opportunities com-
plete, the Sierra County Clerk’s
Office acknowledged the receipt
of 106 early in-person ballots. At
the same time, Clerk’s office staff
also confirmed the receipt of 23
Absentee ballots.

Early voting for the 2021 Reg-
ular Local Election will continue
at the Sierra County Clerk’s Office
until 6 pm Saturday, October 30.
Applications for absentee ballots
may be obtained through Tues-
day, October 19 by visiting or
contacting the Sierra County
Clerk’s Office, 100 North Date
Street, Suite 6, 575-894-2840.

Two Absentee ballot drop-off
boxes are now available for area
voters. One drop box is located in
front of the county building at
100 North Date Street in Truth or
Consequences and the other is lo-
cated in Elephant Butte outside
the city’s administration building
at 103 Water Avenue.

All absentee ballots must be
received by the Sierra County
Clerk’s Office no later than 7 pm
Tuesday, November 2, 2021, to be
counted in the final election re-
sults.  

Registered voters wishing to
cast an early in-person or Absen-
tee ballot are encouraged to stop
by the Sierra County Clerk’s Of-
fice, 100 North Date Street, Suite-
6 Monday through Friday from 8
am until 5 pm. (On the final day of
early voting, October 30, the of-
fice will remain open until 6 pm.) 

•Information about obtaining
an Absentee ballot or other issues
relating to the 2021 Regular
Local Election may also be avail-
able by visiting the clerk’s office
page on Sierra County’s official
website (www.sierraco.org).
Comprehensive information
about the 2021 Regular Local
Election can further be obtained
through the New Mexico Secre-
tary of State’s website at https://
www.sos.state.nm.us/

In a press release is-
sued by Truth or Con-
sequences Police
Department (TCPD)
Chief Rodriguez, offi-
cers arrested two re-
peat offenders over the
holiday weekend.

According to Ro-
driguez, officers with

the TCPD were battered twice, two days in the row
by local resident, Nina Childress, age 34, of T-or-C. 

Officers were initially dispatched to 855 Van Pat-
ten about 2:05 p.m., Oct. 7 – a county building that
houses the Sierra County Administrative Offices and
District Attorney’s Office. During the incident, a wit-
ness told officers that Childress had pulled the pin
from a fire extinguisher while she was inside the Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office lobby. Additionally, the wit-
ness observed her rip off a doorbell located next to
the entrance door of the county administrative of-
fices.

Officers were already trying to locate Childress,
as she had been accused of damaging property at
822 N. Foch minutes prior to the call on Van Patten.
When officers attempted to arrest Childress for dis-
orderly conduct and criminal damage to property,
she allegedly resisted arrest. She battered Officer

Frazier by reportedly
digging her fingernails
into one of the officer’s
hands while she was
being handcuffed.

On this day, Chil-
dress was booked into
the Sierra County De-
tention Center on
charges of battery
upon a peace officer,
criminal damage to property under $1000, disor-
derly conduct, and resisting, evading or obstructing
an officer. At the time of the arrest, she was already
on misdemeanor probation due to a prior charge of
negligent use of a deadly weapon. By the morning of
Oct. 8, she was released from jail on the serious
charges from the previous day.

Childress was taken to Sierra Vista Hospital about
7:15 p.m. Oct. 8, for a mental health evaluation by
New Mexico State Police (NMSP) officers assisting
the police department on a disturbance call at 33 N.
Date Street. Officers were dispatched to that location
because she was screaming for help while lying on
the ground.

While Childress was at the hospital, she report-
edly battered medical staff, who then called police
for assistance, which resulted in her again battering
Officers Frazier and Zagorski. After she was safely
restrained, she was transported by NMSP to Mesilla
Valley Hospital in Las Cruces. Additional criminal

Truth or Consequences Police
Officers were dispatched to 2001
HR Ashbaugh for multiple indi-
viduals reportedly fighting at
about 7:15
p.m. on Oct.
4. On arrival,
police were
advised that
a male sub-
ject, later
identified as
Kevin Cas-
dorph, 28,
was striking
a female on
the head and
about the face with a gun.

A Walmart employee advised
officers that two females identi-
fied as Angel Padilla, 20, of T-or-
C, and Jessica Garcia, 26, of Arrey,
were observed following two fe-
males, identified as Lucera Mon-
toya, 22, and Elisa Borunda, 23,
both of T-or-C, in the store at-
tempting to start a fight. The
same employee later observed
the subjects fighting in the park-
ing lot. 

Borunda told TCPD Officer
Zagorski that she went to inter-
vene in the fight when she ob-
served Garcia and Padilla beating
on Montoya. Casdorpd grabbed a
BB gun in an attempt to help his
girlfriend, Montoya.

Borunda was transported to
Sierra Vista Hospital by a private
vehicle, after which letting her
out of the vehicle at the emer-
gency room doors, fled quickly
from the area.  

When Zagorski made contact
with Casdorph, he admitted to
striking the person he believed
was fighting with Montoya multi-
ple times with the BB gun. He
learned later when the fight was

A Truth or Consequences man
was arrested following a traffic
stop Oct. 4. Adrian Gurulé, 33, ad-
mitted to NMSP Officer Bencomo
upon being stopped at Austin and
Daniels that
his driver’s
license had
been sus-
pended.

O f f i c e r
B e n c o m o
notified the
T-or-C Po-
lice Depart-
m e n t
(TCPD) of
his contact with the subject,
knowing they were in the process
of obtaining a warrant for Gurulé.

Upon being searched, Gurulé
was found to be in possession of
two tablets of suspected fentanyl.
Officer Bencomo subsequently
arrested him for possession of a
controlled substance, and also
cited him for driving on a sus-
pended driver’s license, no proof
of insurance and no proof of vehi-
cle registration.

TCPD Officer Zagorski and Sgt.
Marin reportedly stopped Gurulé
on Oct. 1 for no proof of insurance
and no proof of vehicle registra-
tion. Officers observed parapher-
nalia in the vehicle at the time of
the stop. During an inventory
search of the vehicle before being
impounded, officers further lo-
cated 17 tablets suspected of
being fentanyl, and a cellophane
wrapper with the contents that
tested positive for methampheta-
mine.

Gurulé was charged by the
TCPD with trafficking a con-
trolled substance, possession of a
controlled substance and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. He is
currently being held in the Sierra
County Detention Center.
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Emergency personnel were
dispatched to 15576 New
Mexico Highway 187, The
Desert Haven Animal Refuge,
in Las Palomas about 8:45
a.m. for flames coming from
the roof of a motorhome Mon-
day, October 11. When Las
Palomas Volunteer Fire De-
partment personnel arrived on
scene, the motorhome was to-
tally engulfed in flames. The
fire department was able to
prevent the fire from spreading
to nearby structures. The
cause of the fire is under in-
vestigation. 

(‘REPEAT’ Continued On Page A5)

Man 

Arrested For 

Trafficking

Fentanyl
By Joe Baird
SENTINEL

©Copyright 2021 Sierra County Sentinel

By Joe Baird
SENTINEL

©Copyright 2021 Sierra County Sentinel


