
Extended Forecast

SOURCE: National Weather Service

Friday, February 14

Partly Cloudy - high 59, low 34

Saturday, February 15

Mostly Sunny - high 60, low 34

Sunday, February 16

Partly Cloudy - high 65, low 39

Monday, February 17

Partly Cloudy - high 64, low 35

Tuesday, February 18

Partly Cloudy - high 52, low 36

Wednesday, February 19

Mostly Cloudy - high 49, low 32

Thursday, February 20

Partly Cloudy  - high 48, low 33

Friday, February 21

Partly Cloudy - high 57, low 37

HIGH LOW

February 7 68 38

February 8 69 41

February 9 71 45

February 10 68 43

February 11 58  35

February 12 52   28

February 13 56 32

SOURCE: National Weather Service

Lake Levels

Lake Elevation 
(2-14-20): 4,347.99 ft.

(1 Year ago): 4,304.71 ft.

News briefs

Local DAV Aux.

Seeking Members

The local Disabled Ameri-
can Veterans Auxiliary is in
need of more dedicated mem-
bers. Our goal is to assist Vet-
erans that live in our
community.

Sierra County Veterans
need your help!

Pleases contact Bonnye
Warwick for more informa-
tion at 575-894-6955.

EB Lake Clean
Up Day Planned

By Karen Campbell
The Friends of Elephant

Butte Lake State Park are
hosting its inaugural Elephant
Butte Lake State Park Cleanup
Day. We want our beaches,
water and park to sparkle for
our Spring visitors. And we
need your help!

Save the date: Saturday,
Feb. 22 from 9 a.m. to noon.
Meet up at 9:00 at Elephant
Butte Lake State Park, at the
end of Ridge Road, where raf-
fle tickets will be distributed.
Enter thorough the Main En-
trance of the Park.

We will have refreshments
for volunteers, and you could
win a raffle prize. What could
be better? Trash bags, water,
and maps of the Park will be
provided. Cleanup is by truck,
walking the beach and by
boat.

Come join us, pick up some
trash, met some new folks,
and enjoy helping our park
shine. See you there!

For questions call the Park
at 575-744-5923, ext. 0.

PUAB 
Re-Schedules
Meeting

The Truth or Consequences
Public Utility Advisory Board’s
(PUAB) regular meeting orig-
inally set for Tuesday, Febru-
ary 18 has been re-scheduled.
Board members will now con-
vene their next regular meet-
ing at 5:30 p.m., Monday,
February 24.

Further details about the
PUAB and agenda information
slated for the February 24
meeting may be obtained
through the city clerk’s office,
505 Sims Street, 894-6673. 

Additional information
about this meeting and other
municipal matters is also
available online by visiting the
city’s established website at
www.torcnm.org.  

GPKMedia.com

QUIET MOMENTS
God our strength and our

redeemer, you do not leave
us in this life nor abandon us
in death. Hear our prayer for
those in despair, when days
are full of darkness and the
future empty of hope. Renew
in them your sustaining
strength for we believe that
there is nothing in all cre-
ation that can separate us
from your love in Christ. 

Amen.

State Park 
Plans Mount
For 2020
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Local State Lawmakers Sponsor 

Hospital District & Education Bills
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Shortly after accumulating snowfall forced authorities to temporarily shut down Interstate-25 Tues-
day afternoon, February 11, commercial truckers began lining up their rigs in the Lakeway shop-
ping center’s parking lot. Fortunately, the delay turned out to be shorter than it could have been,
as the road surface temperatures were just high enough to turn most of the snow into troublesome,
but manageable slush. Law enforcement authorities were able to reopen the highway after a few
hours, allowing these truckers and other travelers to continue on their way. With news that the
highway was being shut-down, local first responders and volunteers set about organizing an emer-
gency shelter at the Truth or Consequences civic center. Although the need for such services
waned once the interstate reopened, a big thank you goes out to all those involved with setting up
the shelter or otherwise aiding the community’s response to the surprising storm. 

Storm Leaves Passing Travelers Snowbound

By Chuck Wentworth
SENTINEL
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Following closed-door discussions during their
February 12 special meeting, the Elephant Butte
City Council reconvened into an open session and
then unanimously supported a motion to accept a
proposed management contract for the Sierra Del
Rio golf course and facilities. Mayor Edna Trager
said the proposed agreement with Spirit Golf Man-
agement, LLC, still required a few minor amend-
ments, but indicated both parties supported the
changes. She said once the revisions were in place,
the documents would be formally endorsed, to be-
come effective as of Sunday, March 15.

The city’s decision to move forward with the new
management agreement will likely be greeted with
applause by many community members, as it aligns
with the expressed desires a strong contingent of
local residents shared with the board January 22. 

Spirit Golf Management is a nationally recognized
organization, which credits its strength in oversee-
ing facility operations to the knowledge and experi-
ence brought to bear by an elite team of PGA
professionals and golf executives.

With this new contract in place, Elephant Butte
leaders and administrative staff will be able to step
away from day-to-day management responsibilities
at Sierra Del Rio, a move many citizens and council
members have repeatedly requested.

•Wednesday’s special meeting also included a
public comment from Sierra County Treasurer and
city resident Terri Copsin, regarding storm run-off
control efforts along Tewa Ave. Copsin expressed
disappointment in the recent addition of a stormwa-
ter detention pond. She said significant ground
work was implemented without proper engineer-
ing, and without proper input from surrounding
property owners and other community residents.
Copsin stated city authorities had also failed to
properly respond to a formal Inspection of Public
Records Act (IPRA) request regarding the project,
and further suggested the construction unnecessar-
ily disturbed the area’s natural setting.

Later Wednesday afternoon, city manager Vicki
Ballinger confirmed receipt of the IPRA request filed
by Copsin. She said a formal response was in the
process of being drafted and emphasized the dead-
line for this to occur had yet to pass.    

EB Council Accepts SDR Contract 

(SENTINEL Photo/Chuck Wentworth)

Over the past several weeks,
Elephant Butte Lake State Park’s
(EBLSP) new superintendent, Dr.
Lillis Urban, has attended munic-
ipal gatherings throughout Sierra
County, introducing herself to
community leaders and resi-
dents. In addition to outlining her
personal and professional his-
tory, and expressing excitement
with her new opportunity, Dr.
Urban has shared some of the lat-
est information about current
and upcoming programs, as well
as plans for significant upgrade
projects in the works. During a
brief interview February 10,
EBLSP’s superintendent re-
viewed this information and
highlighted other efforts she and
park staff members will be focus-
ing on in 2020.

LECTURE SERIES 

WELL-RECEIVED

Beginning on January 8, EBLSP
staff and volunteers initiated a re-
newed public education effort,
hosting free weekly seminars at
the park’s Richard Cooper Train-
ing Center every Wednesday
evening, beginning at 6 p.m.

Featuring a lineup of interest-
ing topics and respected guest
speakers, EBLSP’s special offer-
ing has been heartily welcomed
by community members. Dr.
Urban said the first three semi-

The school board, in its regular
February meeting on Monday,
February 10 began looking at
proposed projects to consider for
funding with the bond issue,
passed by the community in the
November elections. With most
board members listing spending
to address security concerns as
their priority, additional and up-
dated security cameras were an
item requested by all the district’s
schools. Many cameras currently
in use are so outdated that people
seen on them can only be identi-
fied by clothing. Secure gates
were requested for the T-or-C El-
ementary school complex, and re-
mote locking of doors was
discussed.  

Beyond security, several items
from “wish lists” were discussed.
A new roof with air conditioning
installation for SEC was one big
ticket item that was favorably dis-
cussed. The roof on the school is
reaching the end of its life ex-
pectancy and the school is the
only one left without refrigerated
air conditioning. Addressing both
issues at once was seen as more
cost effective than doing them
separately. The roof at the ele-
mentary school cafeteria is also in
need of replacement.

Carpeting in the office at the
middle school is being looked at.
Bathrooms at the school are
slated to be completely redone,
with new fixtures, hardware and
stall dividers. This is an item
funded with the remainder of the
previous bond.

As the state legislature’s 54th session heads into
its final week, Sierra County’s elected officials’ have
sponsored bills addressing early childhood educa-
tion funding, the creation of a special hospital dis-
trict in Sierra County, and repealing the state income
tax on seniors’ social security income.

During the 30-day session, held in even num-
bered years, Gov. Michelle Lujan-Grisham has prior-
itized pension changes, marijuana legalization,
college scholarships, gun-confiscation legislation,
and expanded early childhood programs.

Grisham is seeking $320 million in her $7.7 bil-
lion budget proposal for a new early childhood en-
dowment fund that would be used to expand
pre-Kindergarten and other programs across New
Mexico, which has the support of Senate Finance
Committee Chairman John Arthur Smith, (D-35, in-
cluding Sierra County).

During the short sessions, only bills pertaining to
the budget process are considered germane and
acted on.

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Sen. Smith is sponsoring SB 3, which sailed
through the Senate Education Committee this week.
The measure seeks to divert oil and gas tax collec-

tions, during years when total state cash reserves ex-
ceed 25 percent of spending levels, into an early
childhood and care fund. Beginning this year, about
$320 million would be moved into the proposed
fund. Smith’s plan calls for this funding to be used
for home visiting, prekindergarten, childcare assis-
tance and other early childhood programs.

The bill currently sits in the House Appropria-
tions and Finance Committee.

SIERRA COUNTY HOSPITAL DISTRICT

Smith and Rep. Rebecca Dow’s (R-38) are spon-
soring HB 222, which would create a Sierra County
Special Hospital District, a new section added to the
Special Hospital District Act. Stating that the “cur-
rent ownership and financial control of Sierra Vista
Hospital is no longer in the best interests of the
health care of the residents of Sierra County, the
health care of the residents of Sierra County would
be better served by a special hospital district.”

The current law creating such districts cannot be
invoked to create a special hospital district in a
timely manner to protect the health care of the res-
idents of Sierra County, the bill reads.

The legislation would create the means for the
county clerk to set an election establishing a board
of trustees. The election will determine if the
trustees will be elected at-large or from single-dis-
tricts.

By Chuck Wentworth
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School Looks 
At Proposed 
Improvements

By Etta Pettijohn
For The SENTINEL
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