
EB SOLIDIFIES LEADERSHIP:

Williams Appointed To Vacancy

Extended Forecast

SOURCE: National Weather Service

Friday, November 8

Partly Cloudy - high 66, low 41

Saturday, November 9

Mostly Sunny - high 70, low 43

Sunday, November 10

Partly Cloudy - high 74, low 43

Monday, November 11

Mostly Sunny - high 69, low 36

Tuesday, November 12

Partly Cloudy - high 59, low 37

Wednesday, November 13

Sunny - high 66, low 41

Thursday, November 14

Mostly Sunny - high 63, low 35

Friday, November 15

Mostly Sunny - high 61, low 38

HIGH LOW

November 1 69 34

November 2 64 37

November 3 73 41

November 4 77 44

November 5 74  45

November 6 73   45

November 7 74 46

SOURCE: National Weather Service

Lake Levels

Lake Elevation 
(11-8-19): 4,336.01 ft.

(1 Year ago): 4,289.83 ft.

Ralph Edwards Park 
Upgrades On Deck

Coming Up

Flood Plan 
Meeting Tuesday

Sierra County citizens are
invited to participate in a pub-
lic hearing focusing on the
county’s Flood and Drainage
Control Plan, Tuesday
evening, November 12.

This special hearing will
convene at 5:30 p.m. in the Al-
bert J. Lyon Event Center, 2953
South Broadway, in Truth or
Consequences. 

Broadband
Workshop
Wednesday

Representatives from the
USDA Rural Development and
National Telecommunications
and Information Administra-
tion will be co-hosting a spe-
cial public workshop in Truth
or Consequences, Wednesday,
November 13. The scheduled
workshop will be held at the
Truth or Consequences Civic
Center, 400 West Fourth Av-
enue, from 8 a.m. until 4:30
p.m., admission is free.

This presentation will pro-
vide useful information for
many individuals, businesses
and organizations throughout
the community. The session
will also likely engage Sierra
County authorities, who re-
cently received funding desig-
nated to support a study of
broadband opportunities. 

The November 13 work-
shop agenda features infor-
mation about cutting-edge
broadband applications, an
overview of related USDA and
state grant/loan programs, as
well as an interactive session
focusing on evaluating and de-
veloping broadband projects. 

National 
Tree In Town
Thursday

This year, the
U.S Capitol’s
Christmas Tree
was har-
vested from
the Carson
N a t i o n a l
Forest and
on Thurs-
day, No-
vember 14, the official caravan
will be stopping in Truth or
Consequences for a short
whistle-stop on the way to
Washington D.C. 

To honor this unique op-
portunity, officials with the
U.S. Forest Service’s Black
Range District Office, 1804
North Date Street, will be
hosting a special event from
3:30-to-5:30 p.m. The Na-
tional Christmas Tree caravan
will be pausing outside the
district offices, where they will
be welcomed by community,
Smokey Bear and Santa Claus,
among others. 

The November 14 celebra-
tion will feature a variety of
activities for youngsters, in-
cluding an opportunity for
participants to make their
own ornaments. The gather-
ing will also include a bake
sale, kick off holiday toy drives
and food drives, and among
many other attractions, will
give those on hand a chance to
secure a Forest Service tree
cutting permit.

QUIET MOMENTS
I run to you Lord, when-

ever I feel afraid. I know your
hand will protect me and
lead me into Your shadow,
where I can rest and be safe.
I know that bad things can
happen to all of us, but you
are always there to bring
good out of it. And you’ve
promised me that no one can
harm my spirit/soul-the in-
nermost part of me that
you’ve destined for eternity.
I belong to You, I know You
will give me safe passage. I
pray You will not only guard
my heart, but also my mind
from foolish thoughts and
actions. Expose the lies that
try to twist the truth. Give me
discernment, Lord, and wis-
dom for the good times, the
hardtimes, and all the in-be-
tween-times. Let me never
leave home without Your
protection and the spiritual
armor you’ve given me. Oth-
ers may try to hurt me Lord.
But they can never destroy
my soul. I’m safe with You. 

Amen
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Reporting an important meeting with contracted architects and en-
gineers was slated for later this month, Truth or Consequences (T-or-
C) parks and recreation department manager O. J. Hechler provided a
status update about phase-one renovation of Ralph Edwards Park for
members of the parks and recreation advisory board November 4.
While yet unable to deliver a full project timeline, he indicated the ef-
fort was still on track to begin before the calendar year’s end.

Because many details about the project’s initial phase will be final-
ized during the upcoming meeting, Hechler said he couldn’t add much
beyond previous reports. However, he did engage members in a brief
discussion about potential turf options. 

Anticipating the architect would provide a choice between the use
of sod, or grass seeding, Hechler quickly suggested sod would be
preferable, but also noted this would be the most-costly option. Board
members agreed that seeding would be more budget friendly and went
on to exchange ideas regarding the most suitable grass type to con-
sider. Ultimately, everyone concurred a final choice should center upon
one of several hearty warm-weather varieties.

Whichever turf is ultimately selected, Hechler reminded board
members how the planned installation of a new irrigation system,
along with grading and other phase-one upgrades would create signif-
icant disturbance within the park. In noting this point, he offered that
a cost-saving decision to plant grass seed would also require restric-
tions to public access in the park while the turf takes root. 

Recognizing how the timing of upcoming renovation work would
influence the turf situation and could potentially disrupt activity in
Ralph Edwards Park well into spring 2020, Hechler said he was there-
fore anxious to meet with project planners in the coming days. With
this noted, he suggested decisions would soon be made and told advi-
sory board members to expect more details about the project during

Two new
faces will be
joining the
school board
with the new
year. When the
final ballots
were counted,
the Sierra
County Clerk’s
office an-
nounced that Ju-
lianne Stroup
and Barbara
Pearlman had
won election to
the board,
Stroup to fill Po-
sition 2 and
Pearlman for
Position 3. The
other item on
the ballot, the
school bond
issue, passed by
a three to one
margin, 928 for
and 301 against.

J u l i a n n e
Stroup, a ten-
year resident of
Elephant Butte,

is a mental health therapist work-
ing for a local non-profit health
clinic. She has two children and

one grandchild.
In the leadup to
the election,
Stroup said that
among her top
concerns were
school safety,
a n t i - b u l ly i n g
and drug and
substance abuse
prevention in
the schools. She
would like to see
year-round anti-
bullying pro-
gram in the
schools to ad-
dress this prob-
lem. She would
like to see the
expansion of vo-
cational pro-
grams in the
schools to serve
students wish-
ing to enter
skilled trades
and other ca-
reers. 

B a r b a r a
Pearlman, a

With municipal court judge
Terry Dalrymple presiding over a
series of formal ceremonies No-
vember 6, Elephant Butte city
councilors assured a full board
and their newly selected city
manager were officially sworn-in.
Following city manager Vicki
Ballinger’s recitation of the oath
of office, mayor Edna Trager was
formally sworn-in as the city’s
mayor. 

Trager’s move to the mayoral
seat was endorsed by board
members during their October 2
regular meeting, a session which
also saw councilors approve the
selection of Ballinger as city man-
ager. 

In accepting the mayor’s post,
Trager vacated the city’s mayor
pro-tem position, which was
quickly filled when board mem-
bers approved her nomination of
councilor Kim Skinner to the
post.

Later in the session, council
members addressed a remaining
vacancy on the board, which was

UNOFFICIAL RESULTS:

SCHOOL BOARD:

Position 2

Julianne Stroup 747
Anne Gibson 456
Position 3

Randall Aragon 274
Christine LaFont 494
Barbara Pearlman 530
School Bond 

For 928
Against 301

SIERRA SOIL & WATER 

CONSERVATION BOARD

(unopposed, different seats)
Stephen R. Janos 892
Randall Q. Lack 840
Beau Treavor Marshall 823

CABALLO SOIL & WATER

CONSERVATION BOARD

(unopposed, different seats)
Frank J. Garay
99

(SENTINEL Photos/Chuck Wentworth)

NEW COUNCILOR – The Elephant Butte City Council approved
the nomination of Mike Williams to fill a vacant seat on the board
November 6 and he was then officially sworn into office by mu-
nicipal court judge Terry Dalrymple. A former official with the City
of Rio Rancho, Williams has regularly attended council sessions
and board members agreed his personal experience and knowl-
edge would be an asset for the city. The afternoon session also
saw formal swearing-in ceremonies confirming the board’s past
approval of Edna Trager to serve as mayor, as well as the ap-
pointment of Kim Skinner to the post of mayor pro-tem and the
recent selection of Vicki Ballinger as city manager. 
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also created by Trager’s transi-
tion to the mayor’s role. After rec-
ognizing several candidates who
had previously applied for con-
sideration, councilors supported
Skinner’s nomination of commu-
nity resident Mike Williams to fill
the void.

Following his selection, judge
Terry Dalrymple was again called
upon to preside over William’s
recitation of the oath of office.
With the completion of this ne-
cessity, the Elephant Butte city
council once again began operat-
ing with all leadership positions
in place, a situation the city has
not seen since the resignation of
former Mayor Eunice Kent March
6. 

•During public comment, com-
munity resident Teri Copsin
questioned the manner, in which
council appointments have re-
cently been addressed, suggest-
ing the city was presently being
operated more as a business than
as a representative government
entity. 

Responding to her expressed
concerns, mayor Trager said con-
sultation with the city’s legal rep-
resentatives had assured the
council that the actions taken in
her selection and the appoint-
ment of other board positions
was compliant with present state
statutes. 

AUDIT ISSUES ACCEPTED

Councilors were offered a re-
view of the city’s 2017/2018 Fis-
cal Year (FY) audit, by contracted
auditor Ashley Tierney, a repre-
sentative of Las Cruces-based
Beasley, Mitchell & Company
CPAs.

After first recognizing how the
year in question involved consid-
erable turnover within Elephant
Butte’s administration, Tierney
said the 2017/2018 audit was
being returned with a “modified
opinion.” She noted this was ac-
companied by 15 official findings,
two of which were designated as
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