
Extended Forecast

SOURCE: National Weather Service

Friday, July 24

Thunderstorms - high 95, low 73

Saturday, July 25

Thunderstorms - high 88, low 71

Sunday, July 26

Partly Cloudy - high 89, low 72

Monday, July 27

Partly Cloudy - high 91, low 71

Tuesday, July 28

Partly Cloudy - high 91, low 71

Wednesday, July 29

Mostlyt Sunny - high 91, low 72

Thursday, July 30

Mostly Sunny  - high 94, low 72

Friday, July 31

Partly Cloudy - high 95, low 72

HIGH LOW

July 17 100 73

July 18 100 74

July 19 98 74

July 20 97 74

July 21 96 73

July 22 96 73

July 23 96 73

SOURCE: National Weather Service

Lake Levels

Lake Elevation 
(7-24-20): 4,313..39 ft.

(1 Year ago): 4,345.73 ft.

County Moves Forward 
With New Building Project

QUIET MOMENTS
Lord, You are the pre-

server of men and the keeper
of our lives. We commit our-
selves to your perfect care on
the journey that awaits us.
We pray for a safe and auspi-
cious journey. Give Your an-
gels charge over us to keep
us in all our ways. Let no evil
befall us, nor any harm come
to our dwelling that we leave
behind. Although we are un-
certain of what the days may
bring, may we be prepared
for any event or delay, and
greet such with patience and
understanding. Bless us
Lord, that we may complete
our journey safely and suc-
cessfully under Your ever
watchful care.

Amen

Calendar Approved, 
School Year Extended

City Commissioners Shorten Terms, Review Budget

(‘PUAB’ Continued On Page A8)

Eventful Interviews At PUAB
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WOLF PROGRAM - USDA
Wildlife Services’ Ray Price
updated the county commis-
sion about present issues with
the federal wolf reintroduction
program, and indicated nu-
merous changes in both the
overall program and local in-
terfaces are on the horizon. 

(SENTINEL Photos/Chuck Wentworth)

AIRPORT POLICY - Sierra County Commissioner and local businesswoman, Frances Luna (at
podium) was first among several local residents to express concern about the municipal airport’s
hanger rental policies to the T-or-C Commission June 22. At the center of Luna’s and other con-
cerns expressed was the city’s approach toward a hanger leased by area property owner and
businessman Zane Kiehne. Responding to a move by the city to revoke his lease renewal, Kiehne
indicated he would consider leaving the community. The potential loss of local revenue, employ-
ment and peripheral positives Kiehne regularly brings to the community prompted Luna and the
other speakers to urge city leaders to reconsider their policies. While the city is limited in its ability
to respond to this situation by FAA regulations and loan obligations, city leaders nonetheless di-
rected administrative staff to seek a workable solution to the present stalemate.   

Among several action items
addressed by the Truth or Conse-
quences (T-or-C) City Commis-
sion Wednesday, July 22, was final
consideration of proposed Ordi-
nance No. 715, which sought to
formally “opt-in” to a state offer
allowing the city to shift munici-
pal elections to the county’s elec-
tion calendar. This measure will
ensure municipal candidates will
appear on regular election ballots
and move supervision of the
city’s election processes to the
Sierra County Clerk. 

In the commission’s original
action last year, members sup-
ported this change, along with a
somewhat cumbersome adjust-
ment that would have extended
most members’ present terms by
more than a year. Earlier this year,
city attorney Jay Rubin confirmed
state regulations would also
allow the shortening of commis-
sioner terms. With this knowl-
edge, commission members
agreed such a transition would
likely be more acceptable to most
community residents, and initi-
ated processes to enact an ordi-
nance to embrace the new option. 

Prior to board consideration,
the July 22 session included a for-
mal public hearing, to accept final
citizen comments in support, or
objecting to the proposed short-
ening of terms. With the excep-
tion of a written statement
posing a question about the pos-
sible need for wording revisions,

In a special meeting, July 21, the school board
voted to approve the amended collective bargaining
agreement (CBA) for the 2020-21 school year. Ne-
gotiations between the school board and the Truth
or Consequences Education Association, the union
representing most of the schools’ non-management
and supervisory staff were reopened after the regu-
lar board meeting July 13. 

At the July 13 meeting, ques-
tions arose concerning possible
changes in the length of the coming
school year. Proposed by Dr. Segura
the board voted to apply for inclu-
sion in the New Mexico Public Ed-
ucation Department’s (NMPED)
extended learning program. This
allows districts extend their calen-
dar to add ten extra days of student
instruction to help mitigate the
negative impact to education
caused by the school closures in
March.

Extending the school year by ad-
ditional days not covered by the
proposed CBA necessitated re-
opening negotiations to amend the
document to provide for the extra
days. Simply stated, all staff will be
compensated for those ten extra,
non-contract days, at their daily
rate of pay for the year.

Inclusion of the ten extra days
also meant amending the proposed
2020-21 school year calendar. The
version approved by the board will

extend the school year to the end of May. The final
day of classes will be May 31, with graduation being
held on May 21. The other days needed to make up
the ten additional instruction days came through
minor adjustments throughout the year. See calen-
dar elsewhere in this issue.

The approved calendar will be in effect for all five
district schools. Arrey Elementary, which normally
operates a modified year-round calendar, will be on
the same schedule for this year. Arrey had originally

While attending to issues re-
garding a newly adopted direct
deposit program, the annual
budget and vowing to improve
communications with the sher-
iff ’s department, Sierra County
Commissioners also voted unan-
imously in support of a contract
to proceed in developing a new
county office complex during
their July 21 regular meeting.

NEW OFFICE CONTRACT

After postponing considera-
tion of a proposed contract dur-
ing their previous session,
commissioners returned with all
concerns apparently resolved
and quickly joined in a unani-
mous vote of approval for a con-
tract with SmithCo Construction.
This agreement now gives a final
green light for SmithCo to pro-
ceed with renovations and devel- If you haven’t registered your students for the 2020-2021

school year, please pick up a registration packet from your child’s
school, fill it out, then turn it in to the front office staff. It is impor-
tant to know that even if you plan to attend school 100% virtually,
you still need to register. Middle and high school students need to
choose their electives, or they will be chosen for you. If you have
questions, please contact your child’s school.

REGISTRATION DATES:

TCES: August 3-4, 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Phone: 575-894-8372
SEC: August 3-4, 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Phone 575-894 8362
Arrey Elementary: Pick up registration packets in office any

time. Phone: 575-267-4778
TCMS: Pick up registration packets in the front office any time.

Phone: 575-894-8380.
HSHS: Pick up registration packets in the front office any time.

Phone: 575-894-8350.

Parents Need To 

Register Students
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opment of new county offices in
the former Amins Home Fur-
nishings building on North Date
Street in Truth or Consequences
(T-or-C).

Commissioners were told a
further delay in action on this
proposed agreement would force
a renewed Request For Propos-
als (RFP) process and the incur-
sion of related expenses. In an
accompanying letter, chief pro-
curement officer Jocelyn Holguin
noted this point, and affirmed all
parties had approved all neces-
sary aspects of the proposal.   

Before entering a motion to
move forward with the contract,
vice-chair Travis Day indicated
previous concerns raised about
related gross receipt tax figures
had been effectively addressed to
his satisfaction.

According to the contract, the
total cost of the project, including
GRT would be $2,720,250. This
expenditure would address a full
renovation of the building’s inte-
rior, as well as installation of a
new roof. 

While not yet projecting a
completion date, or when county
officials can look forward to oc-
cupying their new offices, com-
missioners agreed the project
would be a positive step forward
for the county.

DIRECT DEPOSIT 

Having previously approved
initiation of a direct deposit pro-
gram for county employees,
board members were presented
with requests for exemptions
from the program during their
June 16 session. One of these re-
quests was submitted by Sheriff
Glenn Hamilton, who asserted
that the county’s program un-
necessarily increases risks of
identity theft and/or similar
forms of electronic tampering,
and was seeking to opt out of the
offer.

The sheriff ’s request was in-
cluded for consideration on the
June 21 agenda, but prior to ad-
dressing this measure, commis-
sioners attended to a proposed
direct deposit exemption form.

which Rubin later said would not
be necessary, no citizen state-
ments of support or opposition
were received. 

After mayor Sandra Whitehead
officially closed the public hear-
ing, she turned to board members
and received an immediate mo-
tion to approve the revised ordi-
nance. Commissioners followed
through with an unanimous vote

in support of the motion, affirm-
ing their choice to opt-in for the
election shift, and to shorten
board terms by an average of
near two months to coordinate
scheduling.

BUDGET REVIEWED 

With the city’s final budget for
the 2020/2021 Fiscal Year (FY)
due into Department of Finance
Administration (DFA) authorities

by month’s end, commissioners
included a review of the budget
on the morning’s agenda. Finance
director Carol Kirkpatrick led
board members through an ex-
tensive examination of the city’s
finances, which included detailed
reports from the city’s numerous
department managers. 

Board members will be re-
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The sole action item addressed
by the Truth or Consequences (T-
or-C) Public Utility Advisory
Board (PUAB) during their July
20 regular session was a review
of applicants for a current board
vacancy, and a subsequent rec-

ommendation to the city commis-
sion.

Three local resident submitted
applications for the available
PUAB position, two of whom, Ron
Fenn and Jack Noel, were on hand
for the evening’s session, while
the third, former PUAB chair and
city commissioner George Szigeti
attended by phone.

Beginning with Fenn, chair-

man Dornbusch asked him to
share the qualifications and ex-
perience he might bring to the
board. Fenn’s immediate re-
sponse turned to other personal
views, prompting the chairman
to once again stress what specific
knowledge of municipal utilities
he might possess. After provid-
ing board members with a vague
response, that offered little in the
way of direct relevant experi-
ence, Dornbusch once again di-
rected Fenn to answer his query.
This prompted what appeared to
be a challenging remark Fenn
and then digressed into an emo-
tional exchange with the chair-
man, which culminated with
Fenn angrily leaving the cham-
bers. 

Moving on to hear from Noel,
the chairman once again asked
what qualifications and/or past
relevant experience he might
bring to the PUAB. While stating
his direct experience with the
operation of municipal utilities
was limited, Noel urged mem-
bers to consider him as a knowl-
edgable and concerned citizen,
who was interested in helping
the board render sound deci-
sions for the community. He em-
phasized his desire to facilitate
better communication and un-
derstanding and asked the PUAB
to consider such qualities as
valuable, aside from the direct
experience being highlighted. 

Dornbusch then turned to a
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