
Elephant Butte Lake State Park’s Fourth-of-July
fireworks display for 2021 has been cancelled due
to lingering delays posed by COVID-19 restrictions.
Elephant Butte Lake State Park, Caballo Lake State
Park and Percha Dam State Parks will all be open for
visitors and will no doubt be hosting a large number
of guests for a holiday weekend of recreation and
fun. 

All personal fireworks are prohibited within the
state park facilities, however, private displays are
permitted within Sierra County. The cities of Truth
or Consequences and Elephant Butte are both main-
taining past restrictions prohibiting the use of “loud
audible and/or aerial” devices, but will also permit
private displays utilizing legal safe and sane py-
rotechnics.

The past week’s welcomed rains have certainly
helped to ease immediate wildfire concerns, but the
county and region are still experiencing overall
drought conditions and vegetation can dry out very
quickly. Anyone choosing to celebrate our nation’s
independence with a private fireworks display is
urged to practice caution. Choose an open space,
clear of dry (or drying) vegetation, always keep a

bucket of water and/or a fire extinguisher nearby
and practice safety when igniting any pyrotechnic
device. 

Responsible Recreation

Urged By Gila Officials

QUIET MOMENTS
Lord, this week, as we celebrate our nation’s birth and the sym-

bol of freedom it represents, we acknowledge that you have been
the Creator of it all, that Your great faithfulness has brought us
this far. We trust that Your hand will guide her into purpose and
destiny. We have so many freedoms and blessings to be grateful
for, but most of all, we thank You for freedom from sin and for the
grace and power to live for You. Amen
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RESTRICTIONS CAUSE FIREWORK SHOW CANCELLATION

Safe, Sane Fireworks Urged

SVH Fostering Positive Changes
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Friday, July 2

Partly Cloudy - high 87, low 69

Saturday, July 3

Partly Cloudy - high 86, low 69

Sunday, July 4

Partly Cloudy - high 88, low 70

Monday, July 5

Mostly Sunny - high 90, low 70

Tuesday, July 6

Partly Cloudy - high 91, low 70

Wednesday, July 7

Partly Cloudy - high 91, low 70

Thursday, July 8

Mostly Sunny  - high 92, low 71

Friday, July 9

Mostly Sunny high 93 low 72

HIGH LOW

June 25 101 70

June 26 99 71

June 27 91 67

June 28 82 66

June 29 83 67

June 30 85 68

July 1 90 69

Extended Forecast

Lake Levels

Lake Elevation 
(6-30-21):

4,304.25 ft.
(1 Year ago):
4,323.24 ft.

SOURCE: National Weather Service

By Marta Call
New Mexico’s mountains, trails, parks, and

back roads continue to be inundated with an un-
precedented number of visitors. Unfortunately,
the crowds also tend to damage natural resources
in a variety of ways. Garbage is being left behind
and stacked next to already overflowing dump-
sters, and common consideration for other visi-
tors is not being adhered to.

“We’d like to encourage folks to review and re-
fresh themselves with the Leave No Trace princi-
ples,” said Adam Mendonca, Gila National Forest
Supervisor. “Please recreate responsibly, pack it
in – pack it out, stay on the trail, plan ahead, arrive
early and have a “Plan B” for camping options.”

Before you head out on your Fourth of July ad-
venture, show that you care and check out these
tips:

•Know before you go: Plan ahead, arrive early,
be prepared, and have a “Plan B” for camping op-
tions.

•When hiking with your dog be sure to “scoop
the poop” and carry it out. Don’t leave poop bags
on the trail.

(‘GILA’ Continued On Page A10)
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Boaters were caught off guard Sunday afternoon, June 27, when
a sudden storm and shower hit Elephant Butte Lake. Park
Rangers were inundated with calls of both boats and jet skis in
distress around the lake. Some had to be rescued, as the two
adults and two children (seen above), while others were towed
to safety by fellow boaters. No injuries were reported during the
storm surge.

Boaters Rescued Off Elephant Butte Lake

 (SENTINEL Photo/Chuck Wentworth)

Taking advantage of a temporary lull in the past week’s welcomed monsoon rains, a strong con-
tingent of community residents gathered at the Truth or Consequences commission chambers for
a town hall discussion Wednesday evening June 30. Initiated by commissioner Randall Aragon,
the town hall meeting was hosted by former city commissioner Rolf Hechler, standing right, and
further included both mayor Sandra Whitehead and city manager Bruce Swingle. The evening’s
discussion was entitled “Your visions for pathways to enhance the quality of life for residents of T-
or-C,” and invited community resident to share new ideas and thoughts about how to best realize
this goal. At the session’s outset, commissioner Aragon welcomed those in attendance and said
similar town hall sessions would likely be scheduled on a periodic basis to continue this construc-
tive effort toward better defining community goals and vision for the city. 

Gathering Ideas For T-or-C’s Future

Officials with Sierra County’s
Families and Youth Inc., Chil-

After initially joining to ap-
prove a series of revisions for in-
ternal medical rules and
regulations, which were previ-
ously presented for members’ to
review, Sierra Vista Hospital’s
governing board moved forward
on their June 29 meeting agenda
to learn about a proposed shift in
physician coverage. This initiative
is aimed at ensuring more consis-
tent treatment and professional
backup throughout the facility.

SVH medical director Dr. John
Garver, DO, outlined the proposal,
which would secure an additional
position for a physician with the
hospital’s in-patient services.
Noting how the search for avail-
able nurse practitioners is prov-
ing to be exceedingly difficult, Dr.
Garver said he would like the hos-
pital to secure the services of hos-
pitalist physician to instead
provide in-patient care. 

With emphasis on recent expe-
riences with COVID-19 related is-
sues, Dr. Garver explained how
the present staffing strategy
could leave SVH in a situation
without adequate physician cov-
erage. He pointed out how physi-
cians now primarily man the
facility’s Emergency Room, and
how at any point, an attending
physician could become exposed
to the coronavirus, or other is-
sues prompting a required isola-
tion. In such a situation, Dr.
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MORE SUPPORT - Dr. John
Garver outlined a plan to in-
crease physician coverage
and medical support through-
out SVH for hospital govern-
ing board members June 29. 

fers and maintain coordinated
in-house treatment for a greater
number of admissions.

While acquiring the services
of a nurse practitioner continues
to be problematic, Dr. Garver said
a proposed salary increase of ap-
proximately $120,000, would be
attractive to a number of physi-
cians. He suggested this increase
would be effectively offset by the
ability for SVH to provide a wider
range of in-patient treatment op-
tions, while also providing the fa-
cility with better physician
coverage to cope with unfore-
seen situations.

Having originally arrived at
SVH approximately two years
ago through a contract with
Emergency Staffing Solutions,
Inc, (ESS), Dr. Garver affirmed
the hospital continues to have a
strong relationship with the Dal-
las, Texas-based firm and indi-
cated a rotation of physicians for
such a hospitalist post could be
effectively arranged.

While not rendering any for-
mal decision on the proposal,
board members indicated they
were supportive of the idea and
would likely consider such a
move. The governing board did
however later join in an unani-
mous approval of an overall con-
tract renewal with ESS services.

STAFF EDUCATION 

BOLSTERED

Governing board members
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ILLEGAL FIREWORKS 

INCLUDE:

“LOUD AUDIBLE 

AND/OR AERIAL” DEVICES

Garver said SVH could be imme-
diately in a position of having no
back-up and relying upon a
nurse practitioner to maintain
overall medical operations.

He suggested the addition of a
hospitalist physician to cover in-
patient services would not only
assure the presence of back-up to
address the aforementioned con-
cern, but would also allow SVH to
avoid unnecessary patient trans-

dren’s Advocacy Center are host-
ing an Open House from 2 pm
until 5 pm Friday, July 2. Commu-
nity members are being invited
to come out and meet some of
the new staff members now
serving Sierra County. 

The Children’s Advocacy Cen-
ter is located at 310 East Third
Avenue. 


