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QUIET MOMENTS
Heavenly Father, I pray for

your help to teach me how to
love myself without judge-
ment. When we judge, we
carry blame and guilt. We
have the need fo rpunish-
ment and we lose the per-
spect of Your love.
Strengthen our will to for-
give ourselves. Clean our
mind of emotional poison
and self-judgement so we
can live in Your complete
peace and love. Help us to
find the grace and self ac-
ceptance that You have for
each of us. Help us to be kind,
compassionate and under-
standing towards ourselves.
Help us to have the peace
and joy as we strive to em-
brace ourselves and life my
life according to Your will for
us. Amen
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Three Arrested With Drugs

(‘FIESTA’ Continued On Page A3)

Restrictions listed in 

effect until 3.24.21

Double Fatal Crash On Caballo Mountains
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City Commission Okay’s Fiesta Planning

Extended Forecast

SOURCE: National Weather Service

Friday, March 12

Sunny/Wind - high 68, low 37

Saturday, March 13

Cloudy/Wind - high 56, low 34

Sunday, March 14

Sunny/Wind - high 63, low 37

Monday, March 15

Mostly Sunny - high 71, low 39

Tuesday, March 16

Sunny - high 67, low 38

Wednesday, March 17

Sunny - high 69, low 41

Thursday, March 18

Mostly Sunny  - high 71, low 42

Friday, March 19

Sunny - high 73, low 43

HIGH LOW

March 5 69 39

March 6 66 41

March 7 74 48

March 8 75 52

March 9 74 45

March 10 69 43

March 11 70 42

SOURCE: National Weather Service

Lake Levels

Lake Elevation 
(3-12-21): 4,311.71 ft.

(1 Year ago): 4,347.87 ft.

(SENTINELPhotos/ChuckWentworth)

STEP BY STEP - DuringtheT-or-CCommission’sMarch10regularmeeting,Water/Wastewater
departmentdirectorJesseColeledboardmembersthroughadetailedreviewofvalveandwater-
lineissues,whichledtoanextendedlossofserviceformanycommunityresidentsoverthefinal
weeksofFebruary.Coledetailedhowaseriesofcascadingissuescombinedtocreatemultiple
issues,whichkeptheandhiscrewsontaskformorethan30straighthoursbeforetheserious
leaksandbreakagescouldbeeffectivelyaddressed.MayorSandraWhiteheadpresentedCole
withcertificatesofappreciationfortheirdiligenteffortsinrespondingtotheemergency.



By TCPD Deputy-Chief Baker
The Truth or Consequences

Police Department on March 6 re-
sponded to a residence at an East
Second Ave.
address in
reference to
suspicious
a c t i v i t y .
There, T-or-
C Police De-
p a r t m e n t
Officer Car-
reon made
contact with Thomas Lewter.

Mr. Lewter advised officers he
was attempting to find blonde
house cleaners. Mr. Lewter had
already been advised the day
prior that these girls were under-
age and that his behavior was in-
appropriate and illegal, but he
had returned still attempting to
entice the young girls into his ve-
hicle.

Mr. Lewter was arrested on the
charge of enticement of a child,
which is a misdemeanor.

Police have received several
similar reports, but have yet been
unable to locate the suspects in-
volved. If anyone you don’t know
approaches you in an attempt to
lure you into their home or vehi-
cle, make a scene, scream, call for
help and if able, call 911 immedi-
ately. Don’t leave children unat-
tended and always be aware of
your surroundings.

New Mexico State Police investigated a double
fatal, single vehicle crash on the east side of Caballo
Lake Sunday, March 7 just after 6 a.m.

Sierra County Sheriff’s Deputies and New Mexico
State Police were notified of the crash, and before
arriving to the east side of the lake in the mountain-
ous terrain were notified of one, possibly two de-
ceased occupants in a crashed SUV.

New Mexico State Police Lt. Alex Rodriguez stated
that the initial investigation into the crash shows the

2004 silver Toyota 4Runner was traveling north on
County Road A003, which is a narrow one-lane dirt
road.

It is unknown why the driver, Keith Timmerman,
56, of Jacksonville, Florida lost control of the SUV;
however, both he and his passenger, Deborah Ann
Portzline, 54, of Arrey, New Mexico were ejected and
sustained fatal injuries in the crash.

Timmerman and Portzline were pronounced de-
ceased at the scene by the Office of the Medical In-
vestigator.

Lt. Rodriguez said alcohol does not appear to be
a factor, and seatbelts do not appear to have been
properly utilized.

On the evening of March 3, 2021, three individu-
als were placed under arrest at the Elephant Butte
Inn in Elephant Butte, NM. Sierra County Sheriff’s

Deputies had been given an anonymous tip that
Joseph Griego, 38, was staying at the Elephant Butte
Inn. Griego had a prior felony warrant for his arrest
for the trafficking of controlled substances.

Members of the Sierra County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment spoke with hotel management and discovered
that Heili Paul, 30, was renting out the room Griego
was reported to be in, and Uriah Padilla, 29, also had
another room rented out on a different floor.

After surveilling the area, the officers noticed
Padilla and Paul entering one of their rooms with a
third individual. The officers made contact with Paul
and Padilla, who both denied having anyone in their
rooms or knowing where Griego was. They were
both made aware of the penalty for lying. 

Officers then went to the second room and com-
manded Joseph Griego to come out. Griego exited
the room on his own, where he was arrested on a
warrant for trafficking a controlled substance
(methamphetamine) and possession with the inten-
tion to distribute.

Officers standing by for help noticed that Padilla
and Paul were making a break for the woman’s ve-
hicle, but they were quickly apprehended.

Their rooms were searched and officers discov-
ered a woman, Jessica Riley, with two active war-
rants. In their bags, officers found glass pipes with
substances that tested positive for methampheta-
mine. Officers also discovered pills, identified as Al-
prazolam, in Paul’s bag and a switchblade in Padilla’s
bag.

Heili Paul and Uriah Padilla were each charged
with harboring a fugitive, possession of a controlled
substance, methampheta- mine, and possession of
drug paraphernalia. They were all transported to the
Sierra County Detention Center for booking.

Although a majority of the
Truth or Consequences (T-or-C)
City Commission’s March 10 reg-
ular meeting centered on further-
ing utility improvements and a
detailed review of  recent water
system breakdowns, a key point
for most area residents was likely
the board’s decision to tentatively
support preparations to welcome
back Fiesta 2021 over the first
weekend of May. 

Introducing the related discus-
sion, commissioner Frances Luna
reported that the previous Fiesta
management team had been
hampered by a decrease in volun-
teer support and due to ongoing
COVID-19 concerns, was not
presently planning to hold Fiesta
again this year. She pointed out
how the city’s present Turquoise-
Level and accompanying ease-
ment of health restrictions would
be extended for at least another
evaluation period, and suggested

A year after the school
doors closed, they are set to
reopen. The New Mexico
Public Education Department
(NMPED) announced on
March 8 that all public
schools would return to re-
turn to their normal, full pre-
pandemic class schedule and
class size by April 5. 

At the March 8 school
board meeting, district su-
perintendent Dr. Segura dis-
cussed the announcement,
what it means for our district
and how it would be implemented locally.

“Today, the New Mexico Public Education
Department announced that all New Mexico
schools are required to transition to a full
reentry model by April 5th, 2021. Full reentry
entails students and staff reporting to school
buildings Monday thru Friday, teaching their
full schedule of classes each day, maintaining
COVID-safe practices, and adhering to the rec-

ommended 6-foot social distancing “to the
best of their ability” without separating
classes.”

Dr. Segura also said that because of this
change, the transition into Hybrid Model #3,
scheduled to take place on March 15 would
not now happen. The high school and middle
school would remain under the model they
have been using until we move to the full re-
turn to normal. With the spring break due to

begin at the end of the week, and with details
to work out and preparations to be made, it
was thought the best plan was to make the
transition at that time. 

The last day of hybrid learning will be Fri-
day, March 19. When students return from the
spring break on Monday, March 29 it will be
back into the schedule and in-school experi-
ence they had before March 15, 2020, that is,
back to normal. 

Dr. Segura further stated that: “Students
who opt to continue in a 100 percent remote
setting may continue to do so; however, they
will receive direct instruction weekly, not
daily, through class meetings.” 

There are students who had previously
opted to remain 100 percent remote when the
schools transitioned into the in-school hybrid
model. Those families would have the oppor-
tunity to re-visit that decision. “If 100% re-
mote students decide that they want to
transition to the full reentry model beginning
March 29th, then they may contact their
school Principals to make sure they have what
they need to successfully transition. Stu-
dents/families need to let their Principals
know if they plan on completing the year
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School To Return To Normal Schedule
By Jim Shiley
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