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Friday, June 26

Partly Cloudy - high 101, low 72

Saturday, June 27

Partly Cloudy - high 97, low 70

Sunday, June 28

Partly Cloudy - high 93, low 68

Monday, June 29

Mostly Sunny - high 94, low 69

Tuesday, June 30

Sunny - high 95, low 68

Wednesday, July 1

Sunny - high 96, low 69

Thursday, July 2

Mostly Sunny  - high 98, low 70

Friday, July 3

Mostly Sunny - high 98, low 72

HIGH LOW

June 19 96 66

June 20 97 69

June 21 100 70

June 22 102 74

June 23 103 73

June 24 102 73

June 25 101 71

Extended Forecast

Lake Levels

Lake Elevation 
(6-19-20):

4,325.91 ft.
(1 Year ago):
4,343.01 ft.

SOURCE: National Weather Service

SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS EYE RETURN

Standing as the backbone for communities throughout the na-
tion and perhaps even more so for residents of Sierra County,
service organizations such as the American Legion, VFW, Moose
and Elks Lodges have been particularly hindered by the COVID-
19 health emergency. Categorized similarly to bars, restaurants
and nightclubs, local lodges have been obliged to shut down
most regular operations and to curtail all normally well-attended
functions. 

The veterans and citizens who participate with these organi-
zations are ever-eager to do the right thing and are wholeheart-
edly supporting Governor Michell Lujan Grisham’s health

Re-Opening Plans
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QUIET MOMENTS
Lord, you have promised

that whenever we seek you
out with the entirety of our
heart, we will find You. Amid
our troubled hearts and
minds, we strive to seek only
you. Help to calm our way-
ward mind so taht we may
find You in all things. We
know that we will never be
able to figure all of this out
on our own. The path ahead
seems confusing and unclear.
We lean on you heavily right
now and pray that you will
bring us clarity. We give You
all our fear and anxiety. We
lay our fears at Your feet in
the hopes that You will be in
our strength. May You write
Your words of guidance and
inspiration on our hearts as
You still our troubled mind.

Amen

Man Arrested After 

Harassing Fire Fighters

T-or-C Pivots On 

Election Options

(‘FIRE’ Continued On Page A10)

(‘STATE’ Continued On Page A8)

 

Get Your News First @ GPKMedia.comBy Chuck Wentworth
SENTINEL

©Copyright 2020 Sierra County Sentinel

24 PAGES • 2 INSERTS • 50¢

By Chuck Wentworth
SENTINEL

©Copyright 2020 Sierra County Sentinel

State Park 

Restrictions

Through 

Fourth Of July
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(Courtesy Photo/T-or-C Fire)

Just before 3 a.m. Wednesday morning, June 24, firefighters
from T-or-C and Las Palomas responded to mile marker 76 on
I-25 when a semi hauling a load of grapes caught fire. According
to T-or-C Fire Chief Paul Tooley the fire began in the rear axle
of the tractor trailer and the driver pulled over on the bridge going
over Mud Canyon, however, was unable to unhook the semi
from the tractor trailer. The semi and tractor trailer were a com-
plete loss. The interstate was closed while fire fighters battled
the blaze and traffic was routed through T-or-C for more than
four hours.

Cooked Grapes

Among several significant issues
addressed by the Truth or Conse-
quences (T-or-C) City Commission
Wednesday, June 24, was consider-
ation of a proposed ordinance that
would shift municipal elections to
coincide with regular elections and
hand over administration of the
election process to Sierra County
authorities. The ordinance in ques-
tion (No. 714) would have en-
dorsed this move, along with a
necessary extension of member
terms equating to one year and
nine months for each sitting com-
missioner. 

After conducting a public hear-
ing in which no comments were of-
fered, board members were
preparing to move forward toward
an anticipated confirming vote,
when city attorney Jay Rubin
alerted the commission to another
alternative regarding the proposed
term extensions. He said after
checking with concerned authori-
ties, commissioners would have
the option to instead, shorten their

This past weekend, area residents and visitors were reminded of
how dry and potentially dangerous environmental conditions are
throughout the area. A small brush fire adjacent to Mims Pond quickly
grew into a formidable conflagration Wednesday afternoon, June 17,
keeping firefighters and first responders wholly engaged until early
Saturday, June 20. 

The first blaze was reported Wednesday evening and was thought
to be under control in the wee hours of Thursday morning. However,
kicked back up by afternoon winds Thursday flames quickly spread
once again, endangering homes in the Rodeo Arena Area. During this
period the blaze did jump State Road 179, requiring the area to be
blocked off. 

As firefighters from T-or-C, Elephant Butte, Las Palomas, Caballo,
Arrey and Spaceport America arrived, law enforcement officers with
the T-or-C Police Department, Sheriff’s Office, Game and Fish and State
Police began evacuating homes in the area. Adding a level of complex-
ity to the evacuation included moving countless animals, including live-
stock, to a safe location as well.

An evacuation shelter was set up at the T-or-C Civic Center and an-
imals were either relocated to friends’ homes around town, or found
haven at the City Arena. Although, discouraged from doing so, directors
for Sierra Health Care Center evacuated their residents, relocating
them to the New Mexico Veterans’ Home.

Meanwhile, private citizens armed with heavy equipment, as well
as dozers from Bartoo Sand and Gravel, the County and Bureau of
Reclamation made their way to create a fire line, which prevented
flames form spreading to nearby homes and storage areas. This was
critical, as a failure in this defense could have proved completely dev-
astating for hundreds of community residents.

Most of New Mexico’s State
parks are now open to visitors for
day use activities and although
COVID-19 restrictions have lim-
ited some opportunities, resi-
dents of Sierra County and their
neighbors throughout the state
can get out to enjoy these public
venues. 

In a June 19 announcement
New Mexico State Parks (NMSP)
authorities confirmed  present
health restrictions and guidelines
would remain in effect through
the July 4 Independence Day hol-
iday. An evaluation is set to take
place following the holiday week-
end, to determine if health re-
strictions may be maintained,
potentially increased, or perhaps
relaxed to allow broader use of
the public facilities.

While the state park’s website
did not highlight any specific
statement, last month, Elephant
Butte City Councilors confirmed
that Elephant Butte Lake State
Park’s (EBLSP) annual fireworks
display had been cancelled. Aside
from disappointing city residents
and business owners, this news
also prompted councilors to sub-
sequently approve emergency
measures to curtail open burning
and the use of aerial fireworks.

At present in Sierra County,
EBLSP, Caballo Lake State Park
and Percha Dam State Park are all
welcoming day-use visitors. The
following limitations and restric-
tions are in place for these Sierra
County facilities and for most oth-
ers around the state. 

•Camping and overnight use
are prohibited.

•Parks are open for day use
only and a day use fee of $5 per
vehicle is in place at most facili-
ties. 

•Day use activities have been
designated at boating, fishing,
hiking, wildlife viewing and pic-
nicking in “small” groups. Within
EBLSP and other state parks,
groups should be limited to no
more than five individuals and a
six-foot distance between indi-
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While fighting the Mims Pond Fire last
week, volunteer fire fighters asked for
assistance from police when a man ap-
proached them on a dirt bike who re-
fused to leave the area. Sierra County
Sheriff’s Deputy’s learned from the fire
fighters that the rider on the dirt bike
was harassing them.

Sierra County Sheriff’s Deputy Zavala
stopped the bike operated by Marcus
Christopher Valencia, 51, of T-or-C. Va-
lencia stated he wasn’t harassing the fire
fighters, but rather asking why the fire
had kicked back up. Deputy Zavala indi-
cated in his report to the Sierra County
Magistrate Court that he advised Valen-
cia to leave the area and not return to the
golf course, or anywhere around the
area.

About an hour later officers were notified that Valencia had returned
to the area and was driving around the golf course. When contacted
by Deputy Marin, Valencia indicated he didn’t understand that he
couldn’t be in the area, despite being told earlier which roads he
needed to stay off. He continued to become upset and was subse-
quently taken into custody.

Valencia now faces charges of criminal trespassing and will have to
appear in the Sierra County Magistrate Court.
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LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT PLAN IN DEVELOPMENT

The State of New Mexico’s Public Education Department
(PED) released a “Reentrance Guidance” booklet on Tuesday,
June 23. The 25-page document was provided to give local school
districts some guidance in developing their own, district specific
plan for structuring and beginning the 2020-21 school year. As
this issue go to press, the T-or-C Municipal School District ad-
ministration and staff are working to put that plan together.

Though there are still many details for the local T-or-C Munic-
ipal School District to work out, in broad strokes, the state guide-
lines set forth what they term a “Hybrid Model,” that would
include both in-school and remote learning and the numbers of
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PARK UPDATE - T-or-C
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment Manager O.J. Hechler
provided an update on the
Ralph Edwards Park renova-
tion project. With no major set-
backs, he anticipated the park
would reopen in September.


