
QUIET MOMENTS
Dear Lord, As a nation,

God, help us to desire right-
eousness more than rights,
and to mirror sacrifice more
than selfishness. You know
us well, and You undewr-
stand our flaws. Turn those
weaknesses into strengths;
bathe us with Your grace and
mercy, though none of us de-
serve it. Fill us with the bold-
ness to choose the kind of
freedom that will benefit all,
rather than a few. Open our
eyes to see others as You do
- with godly potential and
value. Help us, too, to recog-
nize our own pride in trying
to elevate ourselves and oth-
ers above You and Your pur-
pose for our lives. We need,
You, God. Oh, how we need
You! You have exercised
nothing but faithfulness and
fairness in Your treatment of
our country, even when
we’ve turned our back on
You and forgotten Your
goodness to us. You are a
good Father - and Your love
for us has a proven track
record. Please be with us.

Amen
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LAWSUIT AGAINST GOVERNOR’S HEALTH ORDER:

Seeking Compensation
For State’s Businesses

Upcoming
Meetings

City To Hear CDBG

Comments Tuesday

In hopes of gathering com-
munity-wide suggestions and
opinions about future develop-
ment projects, commissioners
for the City of Truth or Conse-
quences will be conducting two
public hearings Tuesday, Janu-
ary 12. The first hearing will
begin at 11am and the second
session is slated to begin at 5:30
pm. Both the morning and
evening hearings will center
upon collecting options for the
future application of Commu-
nity Development Block Grant
(CDBG) revenues.

Due to the governor’s stand-
ing health orders, the January
12 hearings will only be avail-
able via teleconference connec-
tions. NOTE: Each hearing will
utilize different connection
codes. 

MORNING HEARING

•Citizens may join the 11am
session with a computer, tablet
or smartphone by connecting to
https://global.gotomeeting.co
m/join/252476317. A phone
connection is also available by
dialing +1(872) 240-3212 Ac-
cess Code: 252-476-317.

•Anyone new to GoToMeet-
ing may acquire the necessary
app for this session by visiting
https://global.gotomeeting.co
m/install/252476317.

EVENING HEARING

•Citizens may attend the
5:30 pm hearing by computer,
tablet or smartphone through
https://global.gotomeeting.co
m/join/664248877. Phone ac-
cess is available by dialing
+1(571) 317-3112 Access
Code: 664-248-877.

•Anyone new to the Go-
ToMeeting format may acquire
the necessary app for this meet-
ing by visiting https://global.
gotomeeting.com/install.66424
8877. 

T-or-C Commission 

Meeting Wednesday

The Truth or Consequences
City Commission is scheduled
to hold a regular meeting
Wednesday morning, January
13. The commission’s session is
set to convene at 9am in the city
commission’s chambers, 405
West Third Avenue.

COVID-19 health restrictions
continue to limit attendance.
Members of the public are en-
couraged to listen in on the pro-
ceedings by tuning into KCHS
Radio 101.9 FM, or to  join the
morning’s session via telecon-
ference. Those interested may
attend electronically via com-
puter, tablet or smartphone by
visiting https://global.go-
tomeeting.com/join/95977559
7. Citizens may further join by
phone at +1 (872) 240-3311,
Access Code: 959-775-597.
Other details about attending
the meeting online may be ob-
tained by contacting the city
clerk’s office at (575) 894-
6673. Anyone who is new to the
GoToMeetiing format is encour-
aged to get the available app be-
fore the morning session begins
by visiting https://gotomeet-
ing.com/install/959775597.

Written submissions for
public comment will be ac-
cepted prior to January 13.
Statements may be submitted
electronically to the City Clerk’s
Office at (torcpubliccom-
ment@torcnm.org), or by fax to
(575) 894-7767. Written sub-
missions will also be accepted
through the Utility Office drop
box or by mail to, City Clerk,
505 Sims Street, Truth or Con-
sequences, NM 87901. 

Further information about
the January 13 city commission
meeting, including copies of the
agenda when available, may be
obtained through the T-or-C
City Clerk’s Office. Additional
information about this session
is available online by visiting
the city’s website at www.tor-
cnm.org.
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Restrictions listed in 

effect until 1.13.21

Friday, Janruary 8

Partly Cloudy - high 61, low 28

Saturday, Janruary 9

Mostly Sunny - high 61, low 32

Sunday, Janruary 10

Sunny - high 50, low 26

Monday, Janruary 11

Partly Cloudy - high 54, low 26

Tuesday, Janruary 12

Sunny - high 55, low 28

Wednesday, Janruary 13

Sunny - high 57, low 30

Thursday, Janruary 14

Sunny  - high 59, low 29

Friday, Janruary 15

Sunny - high 61, low 34

HIGH LOW

Janruary 1 51 25

Janruary 2 55 27

Janruary 3 58 32

Janruary 4 60 31

Janruary 5 60 33

Janruary 6 58 30

Janruary 7 58 31

Extended Forecast

Lake Levels

Lake Elevation 
(1-8-21):

4,302.95 ft.
(1 Year ago):
4,345.34 ft.

SOURCE: National Weather Service
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On Monday, January 4, the Sierra County commission chambers
was the site of the official swearing in ceremony for newly elected
State Senator, Crystal Diamond. Elected to represent New Mexico Dis-
trict 45 in the November elections, Diamond chose a Sierra County lo-
cation for the ceremony. Sierra County Magistrate Court Judge Alan
Brown presided. “I could have been sworn in, like most do, in Santa
Fe,” Senator Diamond told us. “I am the first senator to serve that ac-
tually comes from Sierra County, so it means even more for the swear-
ing in to be done here. This is my home, my community. I wanted the
ceremony here so it would be done by people I know, who matter to
me and my family, especially my daughters, could be a part of it.” Dia-
mond has already taken up her duties, working to represent her com-
munity as the legislature prepares for the 2021 sessions. 

Shown above, being sworn into New Mexico State Senate, (l-to-r):
State Senator Crystal Diamond, her daughters, Reece and Cayden, and
Judge Alan Brown.

State Senator Crystal Diamond 
Officially Assumes Office
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Wednesday evening, January 6, members and
supporters of Sierra County’s newly organized Vet-
erans Coalition gathered for coordination session at
T-or-C’s  Olive Tree Integrated Community Center.
The evening’s meeting focused on developing a for-
mal mission statement, establishing contact points
and internet connections for the group, as well as
short list of other initial housekeeping matters.

State Senator Crystal Diamond and state repre-
sentative Rebecca Dow were both on hand for the
session, which was further slated to include an on-
line discussion with Veterans Service Officer George
Vargas. 

At the meeting’s outset, Senator Diamond pre-
sented coalition participants with a preliminary
draft of new legislation she will soon be introducing
in support of New Mexico’s veterans. Diamond said
the initiative would seek to secure tax exemptions
for New Mexico veterans that are already in place in
other states. 

Representative Dow also encouraged coalition
members by noting a recent discussion with Depart-
ment of Veterans Services Cabinet Secretary-Desig-

nate Sonya L. Smith found her to be fully in support
of many suggested improvements. According to rep-
resentative Dow, Smith said she would soon be ac-
tively pursuing efforts to shore up presently
recognized gaps in veterans services and to better
coordinate with other services that are already avail-
able in communities like Sierra County. 

•Since early October 2020, local veterans, com-
munity leaders and concerned citizens have been
working to organize this new veterans coalition,
which began with hopes of securing the designation
of a new Veterans Service Officer position for Sierra
County, and to otherwise provide better access and
support for area veterans. 

Before the close of 2020, participants in the coali-
tion effort managed to coordinate four productive
sessions, and established a number of initial priori-
ties. Primary among these goals was the formal se-
lection of a five member board to move forward with
further efforts in an official manner.

During the group’s December 7 session, Lee
Wedgwood was selected to serve as the coalition’s
inaugural chairman, Gretchen Kruger was selected
to serve as assistant chairperson, while Sean John-
son, Orlando Resendez and Mark Bartoloni were

A Silver City-area lawyer, and
two other attorneys have filed a
federal lawsuit asking a U.S. Dis-
trict Court to invalidate the gov-
ernor’s COVID-19 emergency
health order, and seeking com-
pensation for several businesses
and 20 individuals impacted by it.

The order, which the lawsuit
calls “unconstitutional,” man-
dates mask wearing, limits capac-
ity at essential businesses,
restricts restaurants to curbside
pickup and delivery, and pro-
hibits public gatherings.

Mule Creek attorney Jonathan
Diener and Santa Fe lawyer Ana
Garner filed the lawsuit in Albu-
querque late last month, which is
assigned to federal Magistrate
Judge Jerry H. Ritter. They assert
their goal is to reaffirm citizens’
rights under the U.S. Constitution.

The lawsuit contends that the
governor, and the Department of
Health (DOH) imposed arbitrary
and unnecessary rules for the
pandemic, that shouldn’t be
deemed an emergency, and claim
the coronavirus is no worse than
the seasonal flu, and therefore
doesn’t justify the business lock-
downs, masks and other actions.

It also seeks to limit future
health orders to “an extremely
limited period of time,” and only
when the Legislature authorizes
them.

The state Supreme Court re-
cently affirmed the governor’s
authority to restrict commercial
and public activities in the pan-
demic. At press time the state had
148,499 positive cases, with
2,594 deaths.

Plaintiffs include three Albu-
querque businesses, a Silver City
restaurant and around 20 indi-
viduals. One of the plaintiffs,
Jalisco Café, opened for limited
dine-in service last May, in defi-
ance of Gov. Grisham’s public
health order, and was fined
$85,000 by the state. The New

Mexico Environment Department
(NMED) had Jalisco’s food service
permit cancelled.

Officials with the governor’s
office declined to comment on
pending litigation.

Ohio attorney Thomas Renz, a
co-counsel representing plain-
tiffs, is suing Ohio Gov. Mike
DeWine in federal court on simi-
lar constitutional grounds. 

THE LAWSUIT ALSO SEEKS:

•The state not use PCR test re-
sults as the basis for determining
public health responses and re-
strictions unless it is proven this
test is reliable and accurate. 

•Declaratory Relief from re-
strictions on gatherings at houses
of worship.

•Damages for plaintiffs in an
amount determined by the court.

By Etta Pettijohn
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BETTER SUPPORT - During an organizational session Wednesday, January 6, State Senator
Crystal Diamond (standing) presented members of Sierra County’s new Veterans Coalition with a
preliminary draft of legislation she said she will soon be introducing to seek tax exemptions for all
of the state’s military veterans. State representative Rebecca Dow (seated right) was also in at-
tendance and told members that Cabinet Secretary-Designate Sonya L. Smith recently expressed
a desire to address present gaps in veterans services and in this regard, said she would be working
to improve the coordination of available services.   

Vet Coalition Moves Forward
By Chuck Wentworth
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(‘VET’ Continued On Page A2)


