
QUIET MOMENTS
Dear Lord, teach me to

offer You a heart of thanks-
giving and praise in all my
daily experiences of life.
Teach me to be joyful always,
to pray continually and to
give thanks in all my circum-
stances. I accept them as Your
will for my life. I long to bring
pleasure to Your heart daily.
Break the power of the
enemy in my life. Defeat Him
through my sacrifice of
praise. Change my outlook
and attitude into one of joyful
contentment with my pres-
ent circumstances. I want to
be like you, who obeyed the
Father without complaint.
Give me Your attitude of hu-
mility and thankful accept-
ance. We pray in your name. 

Amen
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Standing out among a full
agenda of regular meeting action
items and reports for the Ele-
phant Butte City Council Novem-
ber 17, was confirmation that the
much-anticipated Warm Springs
Boulevard renovation project
was poised to begin. City engi-
neer David Shields told coun-
cilors the schedule for phase-one
construction had been moved up
and said contractors would be
putting barriers and detours in
place beginning Wednesday, No-
vember 24.

Phase-one of this project will
be focusing on the Warm Springs
Boulevard’s intersection with
Butte Boulevard, which will un-
doubtedly affect most motorists
moving through the community.
Shield said contractors are plan-
ning a concerned effort and cur-
rently are aiming to complete
construction before the Christ-
mas holiday. 

While primary construction
will be centering on the intersec-
tion, Shields said there was some
level of reserve in the project
fund. In this regard, he told coun-
cilors if the surplus remained
available as planned phase-one
work concluded, the revenue
would be applied toward ex-
tended improvements further
along Warm Springs Boulevard.

JOINT PUAB ENGAGED

After optimistic and support-
ive reports from initial meetings
with members of both the water
and wastewater advisory boards,
city manager Vicki Ballinger en-
couraged councilors to endorse
Ordinance No. 200, which would
formally combine the two entities
into a single Public Utility Advi-
sory Board. Ballinger said the
move made sense, as it would
allow participants to get a better
look at the whole picture of the
city’s utility infrastructure. 

Having previously discussed
and considered this option, coun-
cil members quickly agreed, and
unanimously supported a motion
to approve the ordinance.

•Just prior to this action, board
members considered a sewer
standby fee waiver, which was
personally submitted by mayor
pro-tem Kim Skinner, and likely
encompasses an issue the new
PUAB will be addressing. 

Since 1996, members of Truth or Consequences’ Moose Lodge 2050
have teamed up with Bullocks Grocery and other volunteers for an an-
nual effort to make sure families in need throughout Sierra County
enjoy a bountiful Thanksgiving meal. 

As with so many community activities, last year’s initiative was sig-
nificantly impacted by the coronavirus. However, with perseverance,
Moose Lodge officials and local volunteers nonetheless joined to keep
the program alive. Although not able to reach out to as many families
as in year’s past, the community team was able to distribute  some

much-welcomed holiday support. 
With a current relaxation of restrictions on community gatherings

still holding Saturday, November 20, Moose Lodge family members
were back in force, working together to prepare more than 150 baskets
for this year’s much-improved recipient list. Once assembled, the bas-
kets full of tasty treats and holiday fare were lined up for a Sunday de-
livery, assuring an equal number of family dinner tables would be
graced with a complete meal and all the fixin’s on Thanksgiving.

In addition to Bullocks Grocery, Moose Lodge officials work closely
with the Matthew 25 Food Bank, the Senior Meals on Wheels program
and other service organizations to identify recipients and assure our
neighbors in need are not overlooked. 

Moose Lodge Assures A Thanksgiving Meal
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With irrigation season past and Elephant Butte Dam tightened up to collect every possible ounce
of water that might flow into its basin over the coming months, contractors for the Bureau of Recla-
mation recently began the annual task of clearing out the Rio Grande channel. Perhaps no other
area along the way south to the Caballo reservoir is more problematic than Rio Grande’s conflu-
ence with Cuchillo Negro Creek, above. Collecting runoff from broad sandy plateaus north and
west, the Cuchillo Negro Creek regularly deposits considerable levels of silt at this point, where
storm runoff joins the often cooler flow moving southward from Elephant Butte Dam. Although a
messy endeavor, the channel work is necessary for BOR officials to properly manage water move-
ment and to guard against potential flooding during periods of heavy rain.  

Annual Silt Removal In Full Swing

Something special is happen-
ing Saturday, Nov. 27! That day
has been set aside officially as
“Small Business Saturday” in
Truth or Consequences, and na-
tionwide. 

To celebrate the area’s small
businesses, three amazing prize
packages will be raffled off. They
include:

•The Outdoor Adventure Pack-
age;

•The Taste of T-or-C Package;
•The Self-Care Spa Package.
In order to participate, just

take your shopping receipts to
the raffle table at the Truth or
Consequences Brewery on
Broadway on Saturday, Nov. 27,
between 1 and 5 p.m., and for
every $10 spent in a small, local
business, the receipts will be ex-
changed for a raffle ticket.

This is an excellent chance to
pick up some wonderful Christ-
mas presents locally for family
and friends. And remember, the
more you spend, the more
chances you have to win great
prizes! The event is sponsored by
MainStreet T-or-C and the T-or-C
Chamber of Commerce.
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In the days leading up to the district school’s
Thanksgiving break, the Truth or Consequences Mu-
nicipal School District was faced with the need to go
to virtual learning. This was due to what could be
considered to be a “perfect storm” where several fac-
tors all converged. A rise in numbers of COVID-19 in
students and staff had put a number of students and
classrooms under quarantine, and some teachers
out sick, from COVID or other illness. That, along
with a staffing shortage that is not limited to the dis-
trict but has been experienced both across the state
and nationwide all came together as the Thanksgiv-
ing break was approaching.

It was Tuesday, November 16 that the district,
faced a situation brought on by illness, COVID and
otherwise, where there were not enough teachers

and substitutes to keep classrooms open. They
bowed to the inevitable, and announced that for the
remaining three days leading up to the break, asyn-
chronous learning would be conducted virtually for
students from all schools.  

At the conclusion of the holiday break, the district
said that classes should resume as normal, in-school
and in full. The schools are still engaged in their ef-
fort to enlist and engage qualified substitutes, as
well as to fill other positions that are open.  

On November 16, Superintendent Dr. Channell Se-
gura released a statement about the three-day pull-
back to virtual learning.

“We have experienced an uptick in COVID-posi-
tive cases and an increase in the need to quarantine
many classes and staff members throughout the Dis-
trict, which has placed the function of our District at
an extreme disadvantage...we will be shifting to re-
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Extended Forecast

Lake Levels

Lake Elevation 
(11-26-21):
4,301.96 ft.
(1 Year ago):
4,295.82 ft.

SOURCE: National Weather Service


