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COUNTY ASSESSOR DEFENDS HIS ACTIONS SEE PAGE 4

Leader photo by Rebecca Steward 
Gothenburg Swede wrestler Shania Wear competed at the NSCWA Girls’ State Wrestling Championships Jan. 29-30 in York, the first girls’ 
wrestler in the history of Gothenburg High School to compete in a state competition.

MAKING HISTORYMAKING HISTORY
SEE PAGE 17

In a special month-long 
series we will feature 
some of the positive 
growth taking place in 
our community - even 
in a pandemic! Join us 
for our first installment 
of GROW GOTHENBURG. 
See pages 7-10.

GROWING
GOTHENBURG
BUSINESSES

The boys’ and girls’ bas-
ketball teams were in 
action this past week-
end in the Southwest 
Conference Tournament, 
each team battling hard 
as they drive into the 
postseason.
See page 19.

SWEDES FIND 
SUCCESS IN 
SWC TOURNEY

State moves to 
“green” phase

Governor Pete Ricketts has announced changes in the 
State’s risk dial status resulting in changes to the Directed 
Health Measures (DHMs). The Governor has moved Ne-
braska from the “blue” to “green” phase of its coronavirus 
pandemic response plan.  As a result, new DHMs have been 
issued and became effective on Saturday, Jan. 30. The new 
DHMs change some of the restrictions put in place to help 
manage the coronavirus pandemic.

According to a statement issued by the Governor on Fri-
day, Nebraska’s pandemic response plan links DHM restric-
tions to the percentage of staffed hospital beds in Nebras-
ka filled by coronavirus patients. The percentage is below 
10% (7-day rolling average), which is the threshold for the 
State moving to the “green” phase of its pandemic plan.

Moving from the “blue” to “green” phase means the 
maximum capacity for indoor gatherings, including youth 
extracurricular activities, goes from 75% to 100%. Organiz-
ers of gatherings of 500 or more people must still submit 
a reopening plan to their local health department - and 
receive approval - before holding their events. Aside from 
this requirement, there are no restrictions on gatherings/
venues in the “green” phase of the State’s plan. However, 
guidance is still in place and recommended.

The new DHMs also update vaccine requirements. Ne-
braskans who’ve been fully vaccinated (received both dos-
es of the coronavirus vaccine) do not have to quarantine 
after a close contact. Instead, they will be in the “self-mon-
itor” category, which involves wearing a mask for 14 days 
from the date of exposure and monitoring for symptoms. 
Nebraskans who have recovered from the coronavirus in 
the past three months do not need to quarantine after a 
close contact, though they’re encouraged to monitor for 
symptoms. 

The executive order giving public bodies the option to 
meet virtually by video conference or teleconference re-
mains in effect through April 30.
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