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SALUTING THE TEAMS OF SUMMER  SEE SPECIAL INSERT

Leader photo by Ellen Mortensen
Deb Meredith, right, officially handed over her downtown diner to new owner Tish Hood on June 4. Nana’s Country Kitchen will open later 
this month - and will still include Daylight Donuts.

The Gothenburg 
Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment hosted its annual 
Fireman’s Ball this past 
Saturday. The large 
crowd enjoyed live 
music and great BBQ.
See page 5.

KICKIN’ OFF 
THE SUMMER 
WITH A BBQ

Gothenburg High School 
will once again host the 
Legends Wrestling Camp 
this month, slated for 
June 23-25. We will give 
you a look at what to 
expect.
See pages 14-15.

LEGENDS 
RETURN TO 
GOTHENBURG

Every community has its trademark spots - those lo-
cations that all the locals know about and travelers hear 
about. The places that reflect the uniqueness and spirit of 
a town. In Gothenburg, one such place is Deb’s Diner.

In late 2008, Deb Meredith took a leap of faith and 
struck out on her own in business when she took owner-
ship of the donut shop on Lake Avenue. Last Friday, June 
4, Deb enjoyed her final day as owner of the donut shop 
and diner and officially turned over the reins to new own-
er Tish Hood.

Deb was born and raised in Cozad, and moved to North 
Platte after high school. That is where she met and mar-
ried the love of her life, Dennis, and had their family. In 
1979 the family moved to Gothenburg for Dennis’s job, 
“and we’ve been here ever since,” said Deb.

After working at Wheelers and helping open Dollar 
General, Deb went to work at the Randazzle Cafe where 
she stayed for seven years. “Then I was approached by a 
businessman here in town asking if I would consider tak-
ing over the donut shop because it was closing. The first 
thing I said was, ‘I have no money!’ He said that’s ok, I will 
help you out,” Deb fondly recalled. “So we went to Go-
thenburg State Bank and Matt and Mike Hildebrand said 
no problem - and they got me going.”

From day one the diner has been an act of community 
love and support for Deb. “When I first started out I was 
using styrofoam cups, paper plates and plastic silverware. 
I did very limited breakfasts because I only had two elec-
tric stoves and it was just me. The gal that came in to 
make rolls in the mornings would leave so I was doing the 
front and the back,” she explained.

At that time the shop was primarily known for its do-
nuts and rolls. She said some of the customers began to 
comment that it would be nice to have breakfast, so she 
purchased a couple of countertop griddles and began of-

 
See DEBs, Page 4

E L L E N  M O R T E N S E N  -  L E A D E R  S T A F F

HANDING OFF THE HANDING OFF THE 
DONUT STICKSDONUT STICKS


