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Public Safety top discussion item for council

Leader photo by Rebecca Steward
Jeff Kennedy is sworn in during the Dec. 1 City Council Meeting after being elected to another term while 
outgoing council member Randy Waskowiak and Mayor Joyce Hudson listen in. 

E L L E N  M O R T E N S E N  -  L E A D E R  S T A F F

Leader photo by Ellen Mortensen
J Buddenburg takes the oath of office 
remotely during the Dec. 1 City Coun-
cil meeting. 

One of the functions of the Gothenburg City Council is to enact policies and ordi-
nances designed to protect the residents of the community. Sometimes enforcing 
those ordinances is an unpleasant and unpopular task, especially when it personally 
affects a local citizen. Incoming council member J Buddenberg got a first-hand view 
of that on Tuesday evening.

After swearing in newcomer Buddenberg and incumbent Jeff Kennedy for their 
terms on the council, the new council convened to elect a president and voted to 
retain Kennedy in that role. 

Several items of business were conducted at the Dec. 1 meeting - including an ap-
peal hearing on a determination of a potentially dangerous dog. The appeal was filed 
by Todd and Susan Stubbs, owners of the dog deemed to be potentially dangerous - a 
dog they describe as having a “loving personality”.

Both of the Stubbs’ were present at the meeting as Susan presented her argument 
for why they disagree with the determination. She said the dog is always in a fenced 
yard; however, the wind had caused part of the fence to come apart and allowed him 
to get out. She assured the council that damage has since been repaired.

According to the Gothenburg Police Department report, the incident occured on 
Nov. 8 when the dog escaped through the fence and allegedly bit a 14-year-old who 
lives in the neighborhood. The medical report from the examining healthcare provid-
er noted that the injury sustained by the child was consistent with a dog bite. How-
ever, Susan stated that no bite marks are visible 
in the photographs of the wound and therefore it 
could not be proven that it was indeed a bite from 
her dog.

After hearing an emotional argument from 
Stubbs’, City Attorney Colten Venteicher read the 
city ordinance and explained to the council that 
any type of aggressive behavior from a dog toward 
a person or another animal can constitute a poten-
tially dangerous animal by the city’s statute.

At the conclusion of the hearing the council vot-
ed unanimously to uphold the police department’s 
determination of a potentially dangerous dog. 
That means the Stubbs’ will now have to work 
with the local police office to meet the require-
ments of the ordinance in order to keep the dog within the city limits. 

Moving on to other business, the council voted to table a request from the Sun 
Theatre to park a fireworks stand on the west side of the theatre along Avenue D 
next summer. Council members said they needed more information on the matter 
before moving forward with a vote. 

Approval was given on the final reading of an ordinance to set the new utility rates, 
which will go into effect in January, and the council approved the annual renewal of 
a maintenance agreement between the city and the Nebraska Department of Trans-
portation.
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