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Spokane academic community comes 

together for APIC Graduation

Cross-Cultural Olympics gets a gold medal

O
n Sunday evening, the Asian Pacific 
Islander Coalition (APIC) of Eastern 
Washington hosted a graduation 

event in the John J. Hemmingson 
Ballroom at Gonzaga University.

The event was dedicated to honoring 
high school and college graduates 
who  have Asian and Pasifika heritage 
from Eastern Washington to Montana. 
Schools that the event featured include 
GU, Whitworth University, University of 
Montana, Lewis and Clark High School 
and Spokane Falls Community College.

The APIC’s mission as stated on its 
website is to advocate for racial, social 
and economic justice for Asian and 
Asian Americans in solidarity with other 
systemically oppressed communities.

GU's own Asian American Union 
(AAU) also helped volunteer to help 
coordinate the event.

Former AAU President, Kaitlin Le, 
spoke about why it is important to have 
a graduation event specifically for a 
marginalized group of the community.

“It’s important because I think a lot 
of times, our achievements may seem 
very overlooked, especially when we’re 
graduating a bigger group of people, 
especially for a marginalized group,” Le 
said. “So having special events like this 
is very important to recognize us and 
be proud of our identities and what we 
made coming to this.”

This graduation event was the first 
ever APIC-led graduation, instead 
of the past graduations that worked 
with Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
organizations with local universities.

The event began with a short dinner 
session for graduates and their families. 
While people were settling into their 
seats around the ballroom, there was a 
slideshow presenting all the graduates 
with pictures ranging from formal 
graduation pictures, family photos or 
goofy personal pictures.

The graduation then began with 
members of APIC and the Pacific 
Islander Community Association of 
Washington (PICA-WA) giving speeches 
about raising cultural awareness and 
celebrating diversity for the Asian and 
Pasifika communities. Each graduate 
was thanked for participating and 
wished the best of luck for their future 
endeavors.

Each graduate was then called onto  
the stage in two different groups based 
on their Asian or Pasifika background. 
Every graduate was awarded with a 
cord and a lei of flowers or candy after 
walking the stage.

Tara Phung, a senior from GU and 
Spokane resident, discussed the meaning 
of this event to her personal life.

“I grew up in Spokane my entire 

life and with my parents’ Vietnamese 
background, I knew coming into college 
that I really wanted to find that sense of 
community in Spokane and at Gonzaga," 
Phung said. 

Phung also noted how crucial a 
separate graduation event is for Asian 
American and Native Hawaiian/Pacific 
Islander students to celebrate their 
identity and upbringing. 

There was an obvious cheerful 
environment for the small graduation 
as many graduates attending were with 
their friends as graduates’ families 
prepare for the major celebration at their 
respective school graduations starting 
this week.

One of the co-directors of APIC 
Spokane is Ryann Louie, who discussed 
the importance of having this event for 
the overall Spokane community.

“It is great to all be together and see 
all these schools across Spokane, bring 
the Asian community to our graduation 
and celebrate getting through school 
during COVID-19 and through all the 
anti-Asian hate,” Louie said. “It’s really 

just about creating our own space for our 
own people and community to create 
that sense of friendliness and safety and 
being able to show up as our authentic 
selves.”

APIC also featured a listening session 
that many graduates and their guests 
participated in to share their experience 
as members of the Asian and Pasifika 
community in this region of the United 
States.

“The listening session is important 
because our voice doesn’t get heard even 
when people say they’re listening to us, 
but there’s no action taken,” Louie said. 
“When it is Asian people listening to 
other Asian people and being able to 
leverage our power as an organization 
that also has network across a state to all 
work together, we help uplift our voices 
for people and build something for us by 
us.”

APIC’s second Co-Director, Sarah 
Dixit discussed the intended goal of 
hosting this event for the Asian and 
Pasifika community.

“I think the biggest impact was 

creating a space where folks could feel 
celebrated for their identity, whether that 
was being Asian or Pasifika and really 
wanting to make sure they felt like they 
were in a place where they can feel proud 
to graduate and have their identities 
highlighted,” Dixit said. “When it comes 
to traditional graduations, that part isn’t 
necessarily highlighted but us wanting 
to recognize the heritage within all of us 
is important to us.”

Dixit also elaborated on the potential 
future of this APIC graduation, including 
her desire to expand the event to include 
more age groups and graduates.

APIC hopes to continue this Asian 
and Pasifika graduation for years to come 
while building a positive impact for the 
local underrepresented communities 
through other APIC-hosted events.

To learn more about APIC and its 
plans for Asian and Native Hawaiian/
Pacific Islander Heritage Month, visit 
https://www.apicspokane.org/.
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Students are shown here celebrating the first APIC graduation. The event was held on Sunday.

APIC Spokane partnered with Pacific Islander Community Association 
for the first time to honor 76 graduates for a graduation cermony
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The Unity Alliance of Cultural Clubs brought the GU community together for a gantlet of fun competitions 

On Saturday, the annual Cross-Cultural Olympics 
were hosted by the Unity Alliance of Cultural Clubs or 
(UACC), for the first time since before the pandemic.

The event was originally supposed to take place on 
Herak lawn, but due to rainy weather it had to be moved 
inside to the RFC basketball courts. Teams consisting 
of members of six different cultural clubs on campus 
competed in a variety of different field day-esque activities 
and games from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The clubs involved in the event are all part of the 
UACC; they include the Hawaiian Pacific Islander Club 
(HPIC), Asian American Union (AAU), Black Student 
Union (BSU), Filipino American Student Union (FASU), 
La Raza Latina and Queer Student Union (QSU).

"The Unity Alliance of Cultural Clubs is a formal 
platform in which cultural clubs communicate with 
each other to create a stronger and more unified cultural 
presence on Gonzaga's campus," according to GU's 
website. "At their...meetings, the student organizations in 
the UACC have the opportunity to increase allyship and 
collaboration as well as receive support." 

Erin Tsue, one of the co-presidents of HPIC, is one of 
the representatives for HPIC that attends UACC meetings. 
The UACC meets twice a month and for most of the clubs, 
the president and public relations spokesperson are the 
two members who attend to represent the club as a whole.

"With those meetings, we were able to plan and 
coordinate this event which works to bring together the 
different cultural clubs on campus," Tsue said.

To start off the games, all of the participants lined up on 
one of the lines on the basketball court, where they were 
handed either a green, red, yellow or blue bandana. The 
colored bandana signified which team they would be on 
for each of the competitions; the teams were intermixed 
between clubs and consisted of 10 to 12 people each.

Sofia Suarez, a senior and this year's vice president of La 

Raza Latina, said they enjoyed being able to see everyone 
come together and build more of a sense of community.

"I don't think we really get many opportunities to just 
hang out...and mingle more," Suarez said. "I think this 
event just brought us all together...[and] it was just a great 
way to build community and just play games and have fun 
together." 

Being able to host the event for the first time since 

spring of 2019 made it all the more exciting for everyone 
involved. Kaitlin Le, the president of AAU, said that she 
hope everyone was able to have a have a good time and 
create newfound friendships because of the event.

"This event has not happened for the past two years, so 
when everyone was talking about it during my freshman 
year, everyone was really excited and then we got sent 
home from COVID," Le said. "I think this [was] a great 
experience for any of our seniors who experienced the 
Olympics [their freshman year] and wanted to see it one 
last time but also bring some fun new memories for any 
freshmen and sophomores currently." 

Some of the games that the teams played included 
volleyball, tug-of-war, telephone charades, dodgeball and 
to end the event, a relay race.

For the relay race, participants had to hold an egg 
while running around orange cones, go through tinikling 
poles – which are bamboo poles used for a traditional 
Filipino dance called tinikling – without jumping directly 
over them and spin in a circle around a cone three times 
before running back to the starting line.

The UACC also hosted a Friendsgiving event in the fall 
semester where all of the clubs came together to enjoy food 
from each of their respective cultures The Cross-Cultural 
Olympics was another event hosted by the coalition to 
end the year on a high note, with fun games and activities 
for everyone.

"Even though we meet twice a month through UACC, 
we don't necessarily plan a lot of events together just 
because all the clubs have their own things that they're 
doing and it's a lot of people to organize," Tsue said. "Being 
able to come together and put all our forces [together]...
has been really rewarding and...seeing passed-down 
traditions come back again, it's really nice to see that." 
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Canceled twice due to the pandemic, the Cross-Cultural 
Olympics included a relay race.

Sophia McKinstry is a staff writer. Follow her on Twitter: 
@sophvmcinstry. 


