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I
n February 2018, Gonzaga was approved 
to start construction on a new science 
and engineering building.

Today, a large hole can be noticed near 
PACCAR, where the edifice will stand. 

The project has been put on hold 
because there is a lack of appropriate 
funding for a project of this size.  

The plot will someday become the 
integrated science and engineering 
building, emphasizing the integration of 
interdepartmental scientific collaboration, 
cooperation and inclusion. 

The project has been in circulated 
discussion for two to three years. The 
interim dean of the School of Engineering 

and Applied Science Joseph Fedock, 
and the dean for the College of Arts and 
Sciences Elisabeth Mermann-Jozwiak, 
have been engaged in developing a vision 
and strategy for the facility.

“Principally for a building like this, 
benefaction is a real important part of the 
process,” said Joseph Smith, chief financial 
officer.

Corporations or individuals that have 
helped with aid for classroom buildings 
are Rosauer, PACCAR, Hughes, Herak and 
Jepson.

“Oftentimes for a building such as this, 
it requires one or more lead benefactors 
– those who are committing larger 
percentages to kick start the effort on the 
project,” said Smith.

The university is in dialogue with some 
individual lead benefactors, said Smith.

“This project is absolutely about being 
really thoughtful and knowing ourselves 
and our own capacities as well as our 
ambitions respecting our students’ needs,” 
Smith said. “The last thing we want to do 
is build something that is not in keeping 
with the vision of benefactors and the 
university. It is about our university’s 
pride as well. The buildings we build are 
expected to stand for 50-plus years and we 
need to make sure that our students and 
our mission stand strong in this process. 
We are also very mindful about the tuition 
and fees that our students and families are 
sacrificing to provide to the institution.”

Joseph said pacing and sequencing, 

often, might feel slow, but this is a 
“microcosm” of a much larger dynamic of 
capital planning and facilities planning.

The integrated science and engineering 
building is expected to cost around 
$55 million. There are two options for 
proceeding, according to Smith. The first 
option is to continue the efforts to grow 
funding from benefaction. The second 
option is to start construction now.

The second option would be a phased 
approach. It would allow part of the 
building to be developed while the other 
part would be held for a later in time to 
be built. This first phase would cost around 
$35-37 million.

Washington state law allows parents to refuse to 
vaccinate their children.

With current outbreaks taking place in the state, 
Spokane Public Schools hosted a staff immunization 
clinic on Feb. 7, where the measles, mumps and rubella 
vaccines were offered and blood tests were done on those 
with no immunization records.

Although there has not been a case of the measles 
in Spokane since 2015 — which broke a 21-year period 
without any cases according to the Spokane Regional 
Health District and the Washington State Department 
of Health — the current total of confirmed cases in 
Washington state, as of Sunday, is 54. Clark county, in the 
southwestern portion of the state, has recorder 53 cases, 
and King County just one.

“It’s that time of year with cold and influenza circling 
through the general community, that a bit of personal 
health precautions goes a long way.  At this time there is 
not a need for Gonzaga students to be too concerned about 
measles in particular,” said Assistant Dean of Student 
Well-Being & Healthy Living Libby Skiles. “The Health 

Study abroad opportunities is something that is central 
to Gonzaga’s identity. While GU encourages students to 
choose the study abroad program that best suits their own 
interests, the Gonzaga-in-Florence program has long been 
the most popular choice.

While GIF continuously flourishes as GU’s flagship 
study abroad program, this inevitably leaves the chance for 
there to be a bit of an oversight when it comes to the rest 
of the amazing study abroad programs, such as Spain, New 
Zealand, Scotland and South Africa — among many others. 

Junior nursing student Olivia Jacobs knows about this 
problem all too well.

Jacobs, who studied abroad 
in South Africa through a GU 
sponsored program says the 
abundance of study abroad 
opportunities as well as the 
seemingly easy process was 
one of the main reasons she 
chose to come to GU.

“There was this mentality 
from Gonzaga — which is 
why a lot of us came here 
and why we all ended up 
going abroad — was because 
Gonzaga totally promoted it. 
Study abroad is everywhere here,” Jacobs said. “They have 
signs about it, they have an office about it, they send emails 
about it. Everyone talks about the fact that Gonzaga is pro-
study abroad. You should be able to study abroad and not 
have any major issues and that was completely not the case 
unless you go to Florence.”

Upon deciding to go to South Africa, Jacobs immediately 
began working with both GU and Stellenbosch University 
to get the necessary approval for the classes she wanted to 
take. The process was both challenging and tiresome — it 
took her presenting nine syllabuses to one GU department 
chair for her to get one of her abroad classes to count for a 
core credit. 

After completing the lengthy pre-approval process, she 
left the U.S. with four classes approved to count for core 
credits, but once she was already in South Africa she found 
out that due to transcontinental communication issues the 
classes she had planned to take were either canceled or not 
offered that semester.

Alisha Lombardi, assistant director of the study abroad 
program, said of the class pre approval process can be 
frustrating, “What most people don’t understand — is that 
they are taking a class at a foreign institution that is not 
taught by anybody at Gonzaga. And when they look at the 

transcript it is going to show a Gonzaga class. But at the end 
of the day Gonzaga has the onus to review the courses those 
students are taking to make sure it is meeting Gonzaga 
requirements and that’s why its such a hard process.”

A similar situation occurred when GU junior Anna 
Butoryak studied abroad in Glasgow. 

Butoryak arrived in Scotland only to find that the classes 
she had got pre-approved by GU to take in Scotland were 
not being offered that semester, as she had thought they 
were.

She missed the first week and a half of classes emailing 
back and forth with GU professors and faculty trying to 
find a solution. The issue was eventually resolved, but with 

no lack of stress caused by the 
unexpected mishap.

“Everyone was aware of 
the situation and everyone 
was working together to try 
to solve it. But its nothing 
compared to how things work 
for the Florence program,” said 
Butoryak.

While acknowledging that 
the process is not immune 
to its problems, Lombardi 
believes it remains in place 
with the best interests of the 
students in mind.

“I would say that the pre approval process is for the 
benefit of the student and its challenging to have to go 
through the process but it’s for their benefit that they know 
how their classes are counting so that they don’t have 
problems on the back end,” she said. “It’s the beast of study 
abroad that things change and sometimes are not in control 
of those things but we try to be as accommodating as we 
can for students.”

Jacobs personally sees a conflict with the fact that while 
Florence students have their own program specific adviser, 
all students not a part of the Florence program traveling to 
multitude of different countries share one adviser.

Lombardi is aware of this potentially contributing to the 
issue at hand, and says they are working to change that.

“We are hoping to get more advisers to help because 
when I first started doing sponsored programs even three 
years ago we weren’t sending the numbers we are now. 
From the academic year 2016-17 to 2017-18 our numbers 
on sponsored programs nearly doubled,” Lombardi said.

Both Jacobs and Butoryak said their main hope is that 
future GU students looking to study abroad in places other 
than Florence won’t face the same problems that they did.
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Recent Gonzaga graduate Jake Peterson released 
the study he completed as an undergraduate student 
this month on the presence of microplastic fibers in the 
Spokane River. He became interested when he realized the 
subject lacked research.

As an avid kayaker, Peterson’s motivation to know 
more on the composition of the water was personal. He 
spent a lot of his time with GU Outdoors kayaking in the 
river and couldn’t help but feel a bit anxious about his part 
in the pollution. His research was recently published and 

grabbed the attention of local news stations and residents 
of Spokane.

Peterson’s sampling focused on two point sources 
around the Spokane Wastewater Treatment Plant.

From the GU biology department, Betsy Bancroft 
offered guidance in methodology for Peterson and current 
student Paul Hurst.

Peterson found microfibers in every one liter sample 
he took, which could be worrisome. Bancroft agreed that 
the occurrence of these microfibers in the river could be 
bad news for both aquatic organisms and humans if they 
are synthetic versus natural in composition.

While the two students have similar sampling methods, 
Hurst is taking samples from seven point sources along the 
Spokane River. He is looking at various spots that include 
established pollution sources such as Inland Empire Paper 
Co. and Kaiser Aluminum.

Though Hurst’s research is not yet finished, it may give 
a better understanding of the source as well as monthly 
and seasonal patterns of microfibers in the Spokane River. 

“Microplastic fibers can carry human pathogens and 
other contaminants,” said Bancroft.
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LILY KANESHIGE IG: @aka.lilyyNew research shows presence of microplastic fibers in the Spokane River. 

Measles causes new emphasis on vaccinations in schools.
PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY: MAX ZAFRANCO IG: @maxzafranco

“You should be able to study abroad 
and not have any major issues and 
that was completely not the case 
unless you go to Florence. 
Olivia Jacobs, junior nursing student


