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Coronavirus began in China, quickly expanded across the globe and is affecting the Gonzaga community. 

Gonzaga Health 
Center stays open 

amid pandemic

A
s the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic 
continues to spread, 

Gonzaga Health and 
Counseling Services (H&CS) 
is looking to take immediate 
action toward keeping 
students and faculty members 
safe and healthy.

In this time of need, 
multiple resources around GU, 
including H&CS, look to aid 
students to provide them with  
tools to help combat the virus.

Kristiana Holmes, director 
of Health and Counseling 
Services, said the Health 
Center is working closely with 
the GU Emergency Operations 

Center, the Spokane Regional 
Health District and other 
government and public health 
agencies to support GU as it 
goes through this challenging 
time.

“H&CS is currently open 
for operation to support 
students with their health 
needs, including those 
that may be related to 
[coronavirus],” Holmes said in 
an email. “Counseling support 
is available to students who 
may feel anxiety at this time of 
uncertainty. We also respond 
to calls from other concerned 
individuals and help direct 
them to appropriate resources.”

Holmes said other health 
services in Spokane, such as 

hospitals, are continuing to 
operate, supporting students 
and employees who receive 
their care off campus..

Holmes said the practices 
at H&CS follow strict 
guidelines identified by the US 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention and other 
public health agencies to care 
for and protect students from 
exposures.

Some of the practices 
include: monitoring 
symptoms closely, staying 
home except to get medical 
care, avoiding public areas and 
public transportation, social 
distancing and calling ahead 

International 

students         

impacted 

by coronavirus

During these times, amid the what-
ifs, worries, sadness, and national and 
worldwide emergencies, the future can 
seem unclear for many.

With classes being moved online for 
the rest of the spring semester at Gonzaga 
and coronavirus affecting the world by 
halting travel in and out of the country, 
the question remains, what about the 
international students at GU?

“Every student’s situation is different,” 
GU’s website repeatedly stated on 
the ‘frequently asked questions’ page 
regarding the measures GU is taking with 
coronavirus.

For many international students, 
going home is not an option. Whether 
the travel ban prohibits students from 
going home or students have a fear of 
contracting the virus while traveling or 
picking up coronavirus at home, some 
international students are stuck.

President of International Student 
Union Ines Marti Devlox said many 
international students she has talked with 
are feeling uneasy about their situation.

PHOTO COURTESY OF GONZAGA UNIVERSITY

In the midst of COVID-19, Health & Counseling Services will be open to students.

Graduate programs 
unsure of future plans

Confusing. In limbo. 
Unprecedented.

These are all words regarding the 
recent coronavirus pandemic and 
the movement of all classes to the 
digital sphere that Gonzaga program 
directors and deans used to describe 
their plans for graduate students for 
the remainder of the semester.

Last week, it was announced 
in an email to all undergraduate 
students from GU President Thayne 
McCulloh that all academic course 
work will be moved online via 
technologies such as Blackboard and 
Zoom.

While this will be the modes 
of technology that most graduate 
students use, there are unique 
elements to their education that need 
different action to ensure they meet 
all their academic requirements.

“Since the beginning of the virus, 
we’ve been engaged in, ‘What would 
this look like if…’ and finding those 
contingency plans,” said Rosemarie 
Hunter, dean of the School of 
Leadership Studies. “What’s the best-
and worst- case scenario, and we 
walk through these drills and we’ve 
been doing that since we heard about 
the virus. I think that’s probably 
consistent across the university 
and across institutions of higher 
education right now.”

As GU graduate courses are 
delivered both online and in person, 
new procedures will depend on the 
program.

“It’ll look different for all 
programs,” Hunter said. “I’m talking 
about the School of Leadership 
Studies, so online graduate programs 
also exist in nursing, education 
and other areas, so this will all look 
different.

Many Zags traveled home 
to coronavirus 

hot spots this month

It is now widely established that Gonzaga 
University’s spring break, along with many other 
universities around the world, has not been the 
spring break that was planned.

GU students packed a bag, and headed home 
or elsewhere for what they thought would be 
just over a week. Now, a few days after students 
were to return to campus, the narrative for the 
rest of the semester is nowhere near what was 
anticipated.

Coronavirus (COVID-19) has stirred up 
feelings of stress, worry and anxiety for GU 
students and, in its wake, more questions than 
answers. This pandemic is something unlike 
what this generation has ever seen before, and 
the effect the virus is having on both human and 
economic health is unprecedented.

For many students, a few days before 
spring break there were concerns, albeit mostly 
mild, about flying home to places with more 

coronavirus cases than Spokane. In the weeks 
leading up to break, Seattle and Kirkland, 
Washington, became “hot-spots” for virus cases, 
which raised concerns about travel to those 
areas.

Flash forward to GU President Thayne 
McCulloh’s email on March 14 in response 
to Gov. Jay Inslee’s declaration that all higher 
education schools will be switching to online 
classes. Many GU students who had flown home 
to places with high numbers of coronavirus 
cases wondered if staying home would actually 
be safer than returning to school.

Sophomore Liz Franklin expressed concerns 
about flying back home to Renton, Washington, 
some 20 minutes away from Kirkland, which, 
at the time, was a major epicenter of the 
coronavirus outbreak in Washington.

“The cities around me are so inundated with 
cases,” Franklin said. “Being back in Spokane 
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