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Suspects arrested in connection
with Patriot Front vandalism

The Patriot Front is an alt-right white nationalist group based out of Texas with ties in the Pacific Northwest
By SYDNEY FLUKER

T

wo acts of vandalism promoting antiIndigenous messages by the far-right
hate group Patriot Front occurred on
Gonzaga University’s campus, on Oct. 25
and Nov. 5. The vandalism has sparked
campuswide conversations about the
presence of hate groups and the attack on
Indigenous voices.
“I’ve been here for 18 years and I
don’t think I’ve ever experienced anti-

Indian messaging like that,” said Wendy
Thompson, director of GU’s Office of
Tribal Relations (OTR).
At a time when large aspects of Native
American rights are being decided by
the Supreme Court, Thompson also
acknowledged the increased presence of
far-right hate groups and anti-Indigenous
messaging.
Last year, OTR increased its staff size
from one to three, hiring Leah Simeon and
Jeremy Rouse as coordinators of Native

student accompaniment. Thompson said
their growing presence on campus might
have made the university more of a target
for the hateful sentiments.
“They think that settler colonialism
requires the elimination of the native, and
it's important to name things like that so
that people understand it,” Thompson said.
Native people continue to exist,
maintain relationships with their
homelands and resist acts of settler
colonialism, Thompson said.

Simeon and Rouse emphasized the
intentionality and invisibility of settler
colonialism in the U.S., recognizing
systems in place that have continued the
oppression of Native Americans. Rouse
particularly highlighted the narrative of
Native Americans being seen as conquered
or needing the saving of white people. He
said he believes this narrative has been
perpetuated both by the overt rhetoric of
Patriot Front and oppressive systems.
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International students
find connection through ISU
By DOMINIC PE BENITO
Gonzaga University's International Student
Union (ISU) is an inclusive group for international
students and non-international students to bond
over their cultural differences and experiences.
According to the ISU President, Kamil
Maharramov, the main goal of ISU this year is to
build community among students from almost 50
different cultural backgrounds.
“We’re trying to build a community as a whole
and combine different cultures, but sometimes it
can be hard since we have members from around
47 different countries,” Maharramov said. “It’s
really hard to make an informational session
about each country in a meeting so it’s easier to
reflect on numerous cultures as a whole because
people come from different cultures and there’s
unity through this.”
Maharramov said that he was offered the
position since he understood the feelings of being
an international student in the past and having
exposure to living in the United States with a

green card. Through this, he is able to lead the
ISU community through two perspectives and
help guide members through their needs.
Maharramov said that being a part of ISU is
important to his personal life.
“ISU is a community where I can express my
own thoughts and get to know more people from
different cultures, get more knowledge and engage
more with international students,” Maharramov
said. “I am able to help people understand that
there is nothing for them to be afraid of and that
the community in United States is welcoming.”
Similarly, ISU Vice President, Michael Zhang
said that ISU holds personal significance for him.
“ISU is an organization that unites all
students, not just international students, but also
American students so we can have a platform to
express all our thoughts,” Zhang said. “For me,
it’s more of a place where you have a great time
and meet other people to make friends.”
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International Student Union hosts an annual dinner to celebrate their cultures.
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What's love got to do with it? Loving
seflessly is important.

Jack and Dan's has been serving GU
students for over four decades.

Women's tennis player Tiegan Aitken
sees her hard work pay off on the court.
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