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COVID-19 testing required for unvaccinated
students after Thanksgiving break
By ALISE HARTZ

A

ll
unvaccinated
undergraduate
students must be tested for COVID-19
after returning to campus from
Thanksgiving break, according to an email
sent to the Gonzaga student body on
Nov. 9 by Kent Porterfield, vice provost of
student affairs.
“There is always slightly more concern
when people are traveling, and we want
to make sure that no one is bringing

something home to family or back to
campus,” Porterfield said.
Prior to Thanksgiving break, students
who are unvaccinated, have been exposed
to COVID-19 or are experiencing
symptoms are encouraged to get tested
before heading home to family and friends.
Vaccinated individuals with no
symptoms do not need to be tested prior
to break or following break as long as they
do not develop new symptoms.

Unvaccinated undergraduate students
are required to be tested following
Thanksgiving break between Nov. 28 and
Dec. 4. This requirement does not apply to
graduate students.
On-campus testing is available at
Health and Counseling Services at 704
E. Sharp Ave. between 1 p.m. and 4 p.m.
Monday through Friday. Appointments
can be made by calling (509) 313-4052
during the hours of 8 a.m. and 4:40 p.m.

According to the email, failure to
comply with post-Thanksgiving testing
may impact a student’s enrollment status.
Unvaccinated individuals will receive
more information through email about
COVID-19 testing requirements.
“We are trying to make it as easy as
possible for students to get tested, there’s
a lot of options,” said Taylor Jordan,

SEE TESTING PAGE 2
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Over 183 tents were set up on Herak Quad, breaking previous records for Tent City.

The long-awaited return of Tent City
By VINCENT SAGLIMBENI
For the first time in over a year and a half, Tent City
made its return to Gonzaga University for the No. 1
ranked GU men’s basketball team’s matchup against the
then No. 5 ranked Texas Longhorns.
After the hiatus of the university’s tradition due to the
pandemic, students gathered with their friends and tented
overnight in the Herak Quad waiting in anticipation for
one of the biggest games in school history. The tradition
is done with a select few games every year, only picking
the biggest non conference and conference games of the
season.
With over 183 tents set up in Herak Quad, shattering
previous records of past Tent City events, Tent City
Coordinator Jason Siegle was thrilled to see the number
of students who participated in this coveted tradition.
“We had such a great turnout from the students, and
I think the student population really needed something

to rally behind after a tough year of COVID and a lot
of uncertainty,” Siegle said. “I think this is just what the
school needed, and I think the students showed that by
destroying the previous record for total tents in Tent City.”
Locking up tent No. 1 was sophomore Alex Cohen.
With this being his first time participating in the classic
school tradition, it came as a rush for Cohen. Cohen saw
the Twitter notification from the Kennel Club Twitter
account releasing the location of where the Kennel Club
was stationed, which happened to be the Robinson House.
Standing right outside of the location, Cohen ran right up
and made sure that he was the one getting Tent No. 1.
As this was his first time tenting, Cohen said it still
hasn’t fully hit him yet, saying he was shaking when he got
the first tent number. Getting the best position possible in
his first time around, Cohen said this would be something
he would always remember.
“I don’t think I’m ever going to get as good of a spot as

I did this time, so I think I have to enjoy it while I’m here,”
Cohen said.
From the first tent to the last, fans wanted to get every
chance they could to be inside the Kennel Saturday night.
Maria Rogan, a sophomore, and her friends got tent 173.
This was Rogan and her friends’ first time tenting also,
and even being that far back in the tenting line, Rogan and
her group didn’t want to miss out.
“Everyone is so excited, and this might be one of the
only opportunities we get [to go to games] this year with
how difficult it is to get tickets,” Rogan said. “So we were
thinking [we] might as well take advantage while we do
have tickets, and we did get a tent spot.”
From those who were tenting for the first time to
those more experienced, all were excited for this unique
tradition. For senior Rachel Bauman, this was her fifth
time participating in Tent City, and with that, she got her

SEE TENT CITY PAGE 4

Knitting together a new community
By MAUREEN PARKS
A college student might not often fit
the stereotype of a knitter, but people
who knit and crochet can be found across
all demographics. There is actually a
surprisingly robust knitting culture on
Gonzaga’s campus, if you know where to
look.
This inspired two juniors, Nikki Snyder
and Lilly LeBlanc to start a knitting and
crochet club at GU last spring. This is the
first year that the club is in full operation,
with meetings held on Thursday evenings
at 7 p.m. in College Hall room 245. The
club has attracted many Zags interested in
learning to knit or crochet, as well as those
looking for a space to work on projects and
share a hobby with friends.
Knitting and crochet club welcomes
beginners and seasoned fiber artists alike.
“I’ve talked to a lot of people who

knit but don’t know anyone else who
knits,” LeBlanc said at a club meeting in
November. “There’s actually a lot of people
who have this hobby but I think it’s all in
pockets. That’s a goal of the club to bring
all these people who have this interest
together in one space so that we can share
it.”
While many of GU's knitters may
have been stitching in solitude until now,
LeBlanc and Snyder talked about the
benefits of crafting in community.
“I think that Nikki and I have
discovered is that knitting is a surprisingly
social activity because it’s really easy to just
talk while you’re working on it,” LeBlanc
said. “I knit nearly every day now and it’s
because I have people to do it with.”
“For people who have their projects
and like working on them it can be nice to

SEE KNITTING PAGE 7

ALYSSA HUGHES IG: @alyssahughesphoto

Knitting and crochet club meets every Thursday at 7 p.m. in College Hall room 245.

New partnership brings solar power to local nonprofits
By CLAIRE TOLLAN
Gonzaga Sustainable Energy (GSE)
has partnered with RE-volv, a climate
justice nonprofit, to bring solar power to
nonprofits in Spokane.
Around 1.5 million nonprofits in the
U.S. face significant barriers to getting
solar projects financed because nonprofits
cannot access traditional solar financing,
according to the RE-volv website.
“The reason why RE-volv focuses on
nonprofits is that nonprofits don’t get that
tax incentive for having solar on their

buildings that normal people do,” said
GSE President Theo Labay. “If you install
solar on your home, you get a certain tax
deduction by having solar and also get
certain benefits from utility for that too,
and nonprofits don’t get that.”
RE-volv works to address those barriers
by providing an innovative solution to
solar financing for nonprofits in low-tomoderate income communities, BIPOC
communities and areas of the U.S. where
solar power is less prevalent.
They train volunteer college students

and community members across the U.S. to
identify small to medium sized nonprofits
in the community that could benefit from
solar energy. This is where GSE comes in.
GSE participates in RE-volv’s Solar
Ambassador program, a yearlong
fellowship for college students to work
together in teams to bring solar energy
to a local nonprofit. RE-volv provides
educational training on solar energy,
and then Solar Ambassadors identify a
nonprofit in their community that has
demonstrated a track record of serving

their community, owns their building or
has a long-term lease and has a roof in
good shape.
GSE chose Transitions, a nonprofit that
works to end poverty and homelessness
for women and children in Spokane.
The process begins when the nonprofit
signs up for a free energy quote. From
there, RE-volv works with local solar
installers to determine the appropriate
solar system. RE-volv covers all the upfront

SEE POWER PAGE 3
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