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Undocumented Student 
Scholarship to become 

an endowment

The Undocumented Student 
Scholarship that was proposed by the 
2016-17 GSBA Senate has undergone 
a change in funding method, and has 
dealt with delays that have impeded 
its progress over the year. 

Originally, the scholarship called 
for an optional $2.50 tuition increase 
per semester for every student. Now, 
funding for the scholarship will be 
raised through donations, with the 
plan of creating an endowment. 

“We realized that wouldn’t be 
the most efficient way, the best 
way, through Gonzaga,” said senior 
Sen. Rafael Castellanos-Welch, the 
leader of the Undocumented Student 
Scholarship campaign. “There isn’t 
any other scholarship [at Gonzaga] 
that is raised with students’ tuition. 
That hasn’t happened before.”

Additionally, due to the political 
nature of the issue, senators 
decided to make the scholarship 
discretionary. 

“I think social justice and these 
issues around equity and inclusion 
or care for others needs to be a 
conscious choice,” said Dr. Raymond 
Reyes, the associate academic vice 
president and chief diversity officer 
at GU and an adviser to the senators 
working on the scholarship. “The 
students decided that it would be 
more fair and just to insert the 
element of freedom of choice.” 

With the plan to make the 
scholarship endowment, senators 
hope to create a “more stable area of 
funds” to continue the campaign. 

“We are trying to get it endowed, 
so that way, even if it’s a small 
scholarship in the beginning it still 

becomes a part of the Gonzaga 
fabric,” Castellanos-Welch said. 

For a scholarship to reach 
endowment status it must raise 
$50,000, but at that amount of 
funding, the scholarship would only 
be able to provide $2,500 worth of 
aid per year. As a result, members 
of the campaign are hoping to gain 
funds from a wide base.

“It’s the notion of, ‘many hands 
make for light lifting,’ ” Reyes said. 
“No one person has to bear the full 
burden of the money involved in this 
idea.” 

The scholarship has been over a 
year in the making.

Last spring, when the GSBA 
Senate approved the resolutions 
that provided a blueprint for the 
Undocumented Student Scholarship 
there was great optimism about the 
plan going into the 2017-18 year.  

The Speaker of the Senate at the 
time, Nick Ramos, told The Gonzaga 
Bulletin in an April 2017 interview 
that he was not worried about this 
year’s GSBA’s ability to continue the 
work on the scholarship. 

“We feel very positive it will 
continue into next year’s cabinet,” 
Ramos said in an article.

Ramos had hoped that the 
scholarship could be in place as early 
as the fall of 2018.  

The shift in scholarship funding 
and the annual changing of the 
guard within GSBA caused much of 
the delay. 

“There was somewhat of a lack of 
continuity,” Reyes said. “We lost some 
momentum and lost some traction 
and luckily a few students stepped up 
and said, ‘let’s pick this back up,’ but 
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Walking around campus, 
one may spot nearly 
translucent puffs of vapor 
spout out of students’ mouths 
as they head to and from class 
– you may not even notice it. 

Juuls, which are a type of 
e-cigarette, have taken school 
campuses by a stormy haze. 

They resemble a USB drive 
and use replaceable nicotine 
juice cartridges known as 
pods. One Juul pod used in the 
device has as much nicotine as 
a pack of cigarettes. 

According to Business 
Insider, the Juul launched 
in 2015. Within the past 
couple of years, Juuls have 
had an increased presence on 
Gonzaga’s campus, which was 

noticed by John ‘JJ’ Johnston, 
a lead officer for Campus 
Security and Public Safety 
(CSPS), among many others. 

“In the seven years I’ve 
been here, this month there’s 
more students that smoke than 
I’ve ever seen in seven years, 
I’m blown away,” Johnston 
said. “Like real tobacco and of 
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Campus cultural clubs come togetherExhibit in Foley Library 
honors Fr. Coughlin’s 

life and legacy 

A new exhibit dedicated to Fr. Bernard Coughlin, former 
president of Gonzaga University, created by junior Olivia Lada, 
in Foley Library details his life, time at GU and displays objects 
he had received during his life. 

According to Lada, the purpose of the exhibit is to show 
people that Coughlin was more than a president and played a 
significant role in GU’s development. 

“He expanded the campus, enrollment went way up and he 
helped the credibility of Gonzaga Law School,” Lada said. “But 
then, also, he had time to help the community in Spokane and he 
worked as priest the whole time he was here.” 

On the first floor of the library, a display case features photos 
of Coughlin and other memorabilia of the priest including 
pictures of him with former United States Presidents George H. 
W. Bush and Bill Clinton, a Coughlin Hall T-shirt from when 
the residence hall opened in 2009 and a silver goblet given to 
Coughlin recognizing his work as a trustee for the Spokane Area 
Chamber of Commerce from 1987 to 1990. 

On top of the case is a card explaining not only Coughlin’s 
role during his time as president, but also his role as a “priest, 
scholar, civic leader and friend to the community” and the 
influence he had.  
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A display of flags of many countries illustrates the unity of multiple cultures.

Spring semester at Gonzaga is 
memorable for many reasons — 
March Madness, hammocking by 
Lake Arthur, the returning plague 
of gnats — but one thing that makes 
the term especially noteworthy is 
the tidal wave of celebrations put 
on by GU’s cultural clubs. 

Last month, Hawaiian Pacific 
Islander Club (HPIC) hosted its 
annual Luau, and other cultural 
clubs have all held banquets, galas 
and festivals to commemorate 
their cultures and heritage. 

Events like this showcase GU’s 
cultural clubs, but this year the 
clubs gathered together in the 
hopes to bring an even louder 
voice to campus by forming the 
Unity Alliance of Cultural Clubs 
(UACC). 

Formed during fall semester, 
UACC provides a formal platform 
for cultural clubs to communicate 
and allocate resources for 
events. Previously, cultural clubs 
collaborated informally when 
planning events.

“There’s been a lot of informal 

ways where cultural clubs have 
worked together with events, 
programming and meetings. So 
the Unity Alliance of Cultural 
Clubs is just a formal setting for 
cultural clubs to get together,” said 
junior Athena Sok, secretary of 
the Asian American Union (AAU) 
and GSBA president.

Senior Rhenz Dan Iloreta, 

treasurer for HPIC, explained 
how this informal communication 
sometimes led to scheduling 
conflicts between clubs and how 
UACC has helped combat this 
issue.

“I feel like in the past 
there’s been struggles to make 

Previously it was slated to be funded 
through small tuition increase, but now 
funding will originate from those who 

choose to donate
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