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Spokane Public Schools utilize additional safety protocols and alternating class schedules to return to in-person instruction.
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G
onzaga men’s basketball (30-0, 15-0) did what it hasn’t 
been able to do since 2017 and earned the program’s 
second Final Four berth Tuesday by beating the 

University of Southern California Trojans (25-8, 15-5) 85-
66. 

“An awesome feeling to fight our way back to another 
Final Four, the guys came out and played with tremendous 
energy and toughness on both ends of the floor,” GU 
head coach Mark Few said. “I thought we got after them 
defensively and I haven’t seen the stats yet, but fought an 
even battle on the boards despite that great size [from 
USC].”

GU’s last trip to the Elite Eight was in 2019 when the 
Zags fell to Texas Tech 69-75. Returning to the national 
quarterfinal this season has included three games which 
the Zags have won by an average of 24 points. The team’s 
latest victory came on Sunday against West No. 11 seed 
Creighton 83-65.

Meanwhile, USC has been on a tear this March on its 
way to its first Elite Eight in 20 years. The Trojans upset 
No. 2 Kansas in a 34-point victory in the second round 
before taking down PAC-12 rival Oregon in the Sweet 
16. USC’s top two performers all tournament long have 
been forwards Isaiah and Evan Mobley, who have been 
averaging 15 and 12 points per game this tournament 
respectively.

To start the Elite Eight showdown, GU disrupted 
the flow of not just the Mobley brothers, but the entire 
USC offense from the jump. GU forced three steals in the 
first two minutes of play with sophomore forward Drew 
Timme responsible for snagging two of them, as the Zags 

got ahead 7-0 early.
“[Timme] was dominant today, especially early when 

he came to set the tone attacking inside,” freshman guard 
Jalen Suggs said. “On the defensive end with the steal to 
start the game off like, ‘what, Drew with the pickpocket?’ 
He was fantastic as always and his impact is massive.”

With 14 minutes left in the first half, Timme would 
grab his third steal of the game leading to his ninth point. 
Timme finished with 22 points after a 15-point first half. 

The Zags went to their full-court, double-team press 
with 15 minutes left in the first period of action and 
continued to inhibit USC’s offensive flow, forcing seven 
turnovers by the Trojans with eight minutes still left to go. 
The Trojans were also shooting 6-of-18 at that point, while 
GU rolled ahead to a double digit lead.

A solid baseline cut by senior guard Corey Kispert 
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Students find recovery safe space in OUR House
Substance use has undoubtedly 

increased during the ongoing pandemic 
both on and off college campuses. 
Gonzaga’s Our Unique Recovery (OUR) 
House program offers students a safe 
space to work on recovery from substance 
use while still pursuing their educational 
goals.

OUR House has been on GU’s campus 
since 2013 as the university’s Collegiate 
Recovery Program (CRP). The program 
provides every student the opportunity to 

connect and share experiences in a more 
intimate setting, keeping individuality at 
the forefront of the conversation.

“GU’s approach to recovery focuses on 
each individual’s unique needs and goals, 
be it complete sobriety, harm reduction 
or simply learning more,” said Sydney 
Cheifetz, health educator in GU’s Office 
of Health Promotion and CRP program 
coordinator, in an email.

The program and its leaders recognize 
that students all have vastly different lived 
experiences and want to provide each 
student the tools they need to recover in 

whatever way makes sense to them.
“Recovery is a process of change 

through which individuals improve their 
health and wellness, live a self-directed 
life and strive to reach their full potential,” 
Cheifetz said in an email.

Recovery looks different for many 
different people, and OUR House supports 
all students in their efforts on their 
journeys.

“The ultimate goal is to aid students 
in achieving their own unique recovery 
goals, whether they be sobriety, harm 
reduction or reduced use,” said Landon 

Toth, recovery graduate assistant, in an 
email.

Although the program has been 
around for eight years, OUR House is 
ever-evolving. This year, the program has 
been granted $60,000 from Washington 
state in order to expand and include more 
harm reduction and recovery resources.

While OUR House recognizes the 
unique nature of every individual’s 
recovery, it emphasizes the need to 
develop a strong community in order to 
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Spokane Public Schools return to 
the classroom

The Zags advanced to make the program’s second Final Four appearance with an 85-66 win against USC.
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By ASHER ALI

Faculty 
Senate moves to 
revise student 
evaluations

By KAYLA FRIEDRICH

As Gonzaga’s Faculty Senate continues a decades-
long effort of drafting a new faculty handbook, there 
is speculation that student’s opinions of their learning 
experience in each class isn’t going to hold as much 
weight as they have in the past.

Student evaluations used to be one of the many 
pieces of data that are used in reviews to determine 
whether or not professors at GU get promoted and 
receive tenure but with results of recent gender and 
ethnic studies, GU has looked into alleviating the 
impact of the student evaluations. 

Implicit biases are something that tend to be 
inevitable when people are set with the task of 
evaluating one another. 

Societal and cultural expectations on appearances 
and what has been deemed as normal or comfortable 
take precedence over the value of teaching 

Faculty Senate president and Associate Professor 
of biology, Marianne Poxleitner, is one of the many 
people facilitating this new faculty handbook. 

“Student evaluations are one piece of evidence that 
we use to assess teaching effectiveness,” Poxleitner 
said. “The problem with the evaluations is that there 
have been studies that show there’s a tremendous 
amount of implicit bias shown toward women, people 
of color and professors with different nationalities.”

The questions that make up the current survey 

Spokane Public Schools have 
returned to in-person learning.

The past year has been a difficult 
one for students, parents and teachers 
as they attempted to navigate the 
world of online school or Zoom, to be 
specific.

This recent return to the classroom 
has some families excited and others 
nervous for an uncertain future.

Many younger students are 
more than pleased to return to an 
environment where learning is far 

easier, more interactive and less 
distracting than online learning.

Although students are largely 
excited to return to in-person learning, 
there are some discrepancies.

Newly required COVID-19 
protocols and confusion around 
hybrid scheduling makes school 
very difficult for many students and 
teachers. Some of these protocols 
include required social distancing 
in classrooms and around the 
schoolyard, as well as mask mandates 
and regular sanitization.

The varying hybrid schedule 

requires students to attend school 
on specific days and hours. These are 
determined by students’ grade levels 
and cohort.

Phase 1 of Spokane Public Schools 
reopening includes classroom sizes of 
15-20 students for third and fourth 
graders. Phase 2 includes alternating 
hybrid and in-person learning 
scheduled for fifth and sixth graders. 
While middle and high school 
students are Phase 3 of the plan, 
consisting of a similar alternating 
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Zags build connections through the 

art of storytelling with the annual Story 

Slam.

Humanizing Spokane: calling on Zags 

to live out the university’s mission 

statement.  

Reflecting on Jill Townsend’s legacy as 
her time as a Zag comes to an end.

More than 

Elite: Zags 

push past 

Trojans to get 

to Final Four


