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Phased move-in effective in social distancing
By KAYLA FRIEDRICH

J
ust as it has changed everything else, COVID-19 
has made Gonzaga’s move-in week look different to 
students and staff this year compared to years in the 

past.  
The online semester has led to new housing 

protocols for freshmen and sophomores at GU who 
have been relieved of the mandatory on-campus housing 
arrangement for the school year. 

With a large majority of Zags deciding to return to 

Spokane to complete their remote and hybrid courses, 
GU’s Housing and Residence Life implemented a phased 
move-in approach to limit the exposure of students and 
their families to COVID-19 during move in.  

“I think it has been going really smooth and everyone 
has been super nice,” said Claire Civula, a freshman 
resident of Catherine and Monica Hall.

With just about 80% of students coming back to 
campus there are expected concerns among students.

“Each student moving in was allowed no more than 

two family members with them during opening weekend 
and had to move in during their allotted time period so 
there would be no lack of social distancing between each 
student, their family members and each roommate,” the 
“Student Arrival & Return to Gonzaga Guide” said. 

Many students felt that GU’s approach for the            
move-in weekend was very well thought out and safe 
considering the circumstances. 

Gonzaga’s dance program is back in the studio rehearsing and recruiting new dancers, all while masked up and maintaining 6 feet of distance. For the story, see page 6. 
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Kent Porterfield 
transitions into 

vice provost 
position

By DEVAN IYOMASA

As he transitions into his new role as vice provost of 
student affairs, Kent Porterfield draws on over 30 years of 
experience in higher education to guide him through a 
highly unusual first semester on the job.

Effective July 1, Porterfield was named vice provost 
after being unanimously selected by GU’s search 
committee, according to Gonzaga News Service. 
Porterfield was preceded by interim vice provost of 
student affairs, Manuel Gomez.

“When I interviewed I just kind of fell in love with the 
students, the mission and colleagues that I had met and 
talked with,” Porterfield said.

Porterfield has held various positions in the field of 
student affairs, having previously served as vice president 
of student affairs at St. Louis University and Northwest 
Missouri State University.

After earning his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in 
education from Northwest Missouri State University, 
Porterfield went on to study at the University of Missouri 
in Columbia where he earned his doctoral degree in 
educational leadership and policy analysis.

He and his wife have two daughters, who both attend 
Texas Christian University, as well as two dogs, Bear and 
Tiger.

Porterfield and his family enjoy exploring the outdoors 
and are excited to explore Spokane’s nature scene.

As he and his family looked to make a change and move 
from the Midwest, Porterfield was drawn to GU’s strong 
liberal arts foundation and Jesuit values. He explained 
that he admired the Jesuit education system’s search for 
truth and commitment to doing so in community with 
the goal of making the world a better place.

“I’ve always believed in community engaged learning 
and the opportunity to take what we know and are 
learning out into the community,” Porterfield said.

Michelle Wheatley, who led the search committee, 
praised Porterfield’s leadership skills as she reflected on 
her experience working with him over the summer.

“I am struck by his love for students and for student 
affairs work, his commitment to our mission, his 
generosity and work ethic, his attentiveness to people and 
desire for them to flourish, his leadership skills and his 

Storyteller writes 
love letter 

to Gonzaga 

By LILLIAN PIEL

SEE PORTERFIELD PAGE 3

Anyone who knows Arcelia Martin knows how 
passionate she is about storytelling.

It’s only fitting then that Martin is this year’s student 
speaker for commencement, where she will get to share 
her story of her time at Gonzaga with the graduating 
class. Commencement for the class of 2020 will take 
place virtually on Sunday at 9 a.m.

Martin worked for The Gonzaga Bulletin all four of 
her years at GU and served as the editor-in-chief of the 
paper during her senior year. She was a member of Zag 
Volunteer Corps and enjoyed going on GU Outdoor 
trips as well. This fall, Martin started graduate school at 
Columbia School of Journalism.

“She’s a very outgoing, very friendly person. Like 
all good journalists, she’s very interested in people,” 
said John Kafentzis, Martin’s academic advisor, as well 
as one of the advisors of The Bulletin and a professor 
of journalism and public relations. “It was very easy to 
work with Arcelia because she’s open to new ideas. She 
asks a lot of questions.”

Martin’s fascination with people and their stories 
comes from an understanding of perspective, namely 
that none are the same. 

“A lot of the really valuable things I’ve learned out 
of GU are from stories,” Martin said. “It’s how we learn 
about each other and how we realize that there’s so many 
different ways to be a human and to experience life on 
this Earth.”

She also said how important it is for those who are 
still at GU to seek out stories unlike their own, which 
will help have a broader outlook on the world.

Martin mentioned how important this 
commencement speech is to her and described it as a 
love letter to her time at GU. Martin had anticipated 
giving her speech in person and in front of her friends, 
but she recorded her speech in light of COVID-19.

“Truthfully it was a little scarier saying it in front of 
a camera than in front of all these faces that I know,” 
Martin said.

After working with Angela Ruff, the academic events 
manager for GU, to help shape her ideas into her speech 
and practice the speech delivery, Martin filmed her 
speech in San Diego with the help of a film crew.

“I am thrilled we will all get to benefit from Arcelia’s 
grace and her attentive and generous heart, which I 
think comes through in her communication style,” Ruff 
said in an email. “For those who don’t already know 
Arcelia, they will get to meet her in this special way, and 
I hope they will be proud. She will share a heartfelt plea 
that I think will help everyone rise out of the stress of 
this year, and walk forward into the next phase of life 
knowing they are connected.”

As well as working with Ruff, Martin said that 
Joanne Shiosaki helped her workshop her speech. She 
especially wanted to make sure her speech honored both 
the people who make The Bulletin possible since it was 
such a major part of her time at GU, as well as honored 
what is currently going on in the world.
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Arcelia Martin believes everyone has a unique story. 

SEE MARTIN PAGE 2

Arcelia Martin will give this year’s 

commencement address 


