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Former Zag 
David Stockton 

signs 10 day 
contract with 

Utah Jazz

Plan prepared for minor 

in race, ethnic studies

T
he current development of the race 
and ethnic studies program hopes 
to add more diversity to the school’s 

faculty, benefit students and allow 
those of various ethnic backgrounds 
to see themselves represented in the 
curriculum. 

Dr. Sara Diaz, assistant professor 
in the women’s and gender studies 
department, said that GU students have 
been advocating for this program for a 
while, with formal conversations with 
the administration about implementing 
the minor starting around a year and a 
half ago. 

“After those conversations, they 
approached the faculty in women’s and 
gender studies to see if we might be able 
to kind of spearhead that project,” Diaz 
said. “And we voted as a faculty and 
decided that we would like to help the 
students with that project.” 

Over the course of the fall semester, 
Diaz said they met to put together 
a symposium held in February to 
create a space to have a “community 

conversation” about how the program 
should look, where it fits institutionally, 
what it should be called and what the 
curriculum should be.

Out of the symposium, Diaz said they 
decided to talk to the administration 
about having a faculty line for the 
program. She added that they recently 
got approval from the administration to 
bring in a visiting assistant professor this 
fall. 

According to Diaz, they are looking 
for someone who has formal training, 
can be a “content area expert” and help 
figure out what the curriculum should 
look like. 

Senior w Godinez said that one of 
the most significant aspects of creating 
the minor is thinking about what it 
will mean for and how it will impact 
freshman students.

“There’s all these studies from all 
these programs already implemented 
in other schools about how it helped 
boost the confidence of students of 
color,” Godinez said. “It helps with their 
academic success and it helps with their 
retention in all these things.”

According to Godinez, learning 
about cultural history would empower 

marginalized students on campus as 
well as provide them with a history that 
went beyond narratives on how systems 
would oppress them.

Dr. Raymond Reyes, academic vice 
president, said the program is important 
because it aligns with GU’s mission. 

“It’s living and respecting the Jesuit 
tradition around the cultural encounter,” 
he said, “and that a Jesuit education is 
not whole or completely satisfied in 
terms of its aspirations unless it includes 
multicultural perspectives, and that it 
surrounds its curriculum with diverse 
cultural epistemologies and different 
ways of seeing the world, or, in the Jesuit 
traditions, seeing God’s creation from 
different cultural traditions.” 

He added that GU was founded on 
an intercultural relationship between 
“the black robes of the Society of Jesus 
and the interior Salish plateau Indian 
people” of the Spokane area.    

“From my perspective, it’s really 
important in 2018 that race and ethnic 
studies be a part of any academic 
institution,” Diaz said. “It’s new, relative 
to something like history, but it’s been 

A display of various country flags show the diversity of campus, and prove the need for a race and ethnic studies minor.
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Punishment 
for parking 
outside the 

lines

Matt Gerdes, Gonzaga University’s 
parking enforcement officer for Campus 
Security and Public Safety, said students are 
not exempt from punishment even if they do 
not register their car through the school. 

“We usually put a hold on the student 
account so the student couldn’t get access to 
their grades, or register for their classes and 
couldn’t graduate,” Gerdes said. 

According to the Campus Security 
Parking Services rules, the university also 
reserves the right to tow the unregistered 
vehicle should it be parked on university 
property without a proper parking permit. 

It should also be noted that attempting to 
falsify a permit will only get the student and 
car into more trouble for being improperly 
registered. While parking permits can be 
moved from one vehicle to another, any 
car with a permit must be registered with 
the university to actually be effective in 
preventing tickets. 

If a student does happen to get a ticket, 
there are ways to ensure the consequences 
aren’t as bad as they could be. If the fine is 
paid within seven days of receiving it, the 
student will be granted a reduced fee. 

However, the full fee must be paid after 
seven days and will be considered past due 
should it take more than 10 days to make the 
payment. 

Unpaid citation fees will be charged to 
student accounts, so students should be on 
guard for that should they choose to try and 
defy the system.

Although ticket fines can be as low as 
$10, that doesn’t mean people don’t get 
angry easily. 

“People stomp and yell because of a $10 
charge for simply parking in a handicap spot,” 
Gerdes said. Apparently, some students have 
even been known to “swear quite readily” 
over being forced to pay a parking ticket.

If there is an extraordinary situation in 
which parking illegally was required, the 
charges can be appealed and a board will 
hear the complaint, returning its decision 
within about seven days. 

Some students are not merely upset over 
the ticket itself, but with the way parking is 
designated around campus.

“I have gotten a few tickets this year,” 
senior Will Hurtado said. “I just wish they 
would make the zones clearer because I do 
not really know where I am allowed to park 
and where I am not, especially in the garage.” 

There are multiple different passes that 
can be purchased by students, depending 
on whether the car owner lives on or off 
campus. These different passes are different 
colors and designate where the student with 
each pass is allowed to park their car.

“I really wish there was just a student 
and an administration pass. The different 
colors are confusing. Plus, when you live 
off campus you are considered a ‘commuter’ 
which means you have to get the green pass 
and that greatly limits your parking options,” 
junior Emily Ganz said.

Students can purchase parking permits 
and register their car on GU’s online parking 
portal for $85. 

This may seem like a small amount to pay 
when the alternative is racking up multiple 
fines, ending in a potential screaming match 
held in the office of Campus Security.

“Nobody wants to get a ticket, but that’s 
just what happens sometimes,” Gerdes said. 

Spencer Brown is a staff writer.

New school to cater to professional adults, 

focus on creating servant leaders 

Recently Gonzaga has 
become one of the few 
universities in the nation 
to implement a School of 
Leadership Studies.

Last week GU announced 
that the new School of 
Leadership Studies will be 
officially active on June 1 
of this year. As a result, the 
School of Professional Studies 
will become inactive on the 
same date.

“The impact [of the new 
school] will be significant 
and positive,” said Associate 
Academic Vice President and 
interim dean for the School 
of Leadership Studies, Dr. 
Jolanta Weber. “There will be 
stronger enrollment in our 
leadership programs, and we 
will become more accessible 
to individuals across the 
country.”

The School of Leadership 
Studies has been in the works 
since 2013. When the nursing 
and human physiology 

majors left the School of 
Professional Studies to form 
their own respective schools, 
the only classes left in the 
school were centered around 
leadership studies. It was 
thus decided that the school 
needed a more appropriate 
name.

“Planning for the school 

officially began in 2014 and 
the approval process began in 
spring 2017,” Weber said.

Approval was sought 
and received from both the 
academic counsel and the 
Board of Trustees before 
the beginning of the spring 
semester, and the new school 
was able to become active on 

Jan. 1. They chose to push 
the date of the opening of the 
school in order to be more 
in tune with the academic 
calendar.

The School of Leadership 
Studies will offer masters and 
doctorate degrees as well as 
house the Comprehensive 
Leadership Program (CLP). 

Students in CLP graduate 
with a minor in leadership 
studies. The students in this 
program will be the only 
undergraduate students 
enrolled within the new 
school.

“The former title of School 
of Professional Studies never 
represented the mission 
of the Comprehensive 
Leadership Program and 
this rebranding of our school 
provides the opportunity to 
articulate what CLP strives 
to accomplish, to develop 
women and men who lead for 
the common good,” said CLP 
Director Dr. Josh Armstrong 
in an email. 
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A student’s tablet shows the School of Professional Studies as it 
transforms into the School of Leadership Studies.
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Art students collaborate with Spokane 

artist to paint mural in Hillyard 

Neighborhood

High school student activists refuse to 
back down after defamation from those 

with opposite ideals

A&E

PAGE 5 PAGE 7

OPINION SPORTS

GU to stay in WCC after speculation 
of leaving to Mountain West 

conference
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A parking sign is pictured in the Corkery lot.


