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Lunar New Year Festival returns to Spokane 

By SOPHIA MCKINSTRY

F
or the first time in 89 years, Spokane hosted the Lunar 
New Year Festival to ring in the Year of the Tiger.

Originally starting in 1888, the last time the festival 
took place was in 1933.

Spokane was once a bustling city teeming with life 
and popular Asian businesses. However, when the Great 
Depression took place, many Asian people were driven out 
of their shops.

This left a gap in representation, leading to the halt of 
the festival for decades to come.

The city’s past with racial discrimination and erasure of 
Asian voices has affected the Asian American and Pacific 
Islander community numerous times throughout the years.

But now, this monumental festival celebrating Chinese 
New Year is hopefully here to stay.

At the festival, Gonzaga University students and 
the greater Spokane community were able to enjoy live 
performances, tabling with information and art being sold 

Professor Gow explores identity culture through sociological lens
By SYDNEY FLUKER

The life of Jamella Gow is one of passion 
and lifelong learning. 

Inspired by her own identity and past, 
the Gonzaga sociology professor specializes 
in research on Afro-Caribbean diaspora 
and the intersectionality of being racially 
Black and from an immigrant family in 
the U.S. At GU, she teaches courses on race 
and ethnicity, culture, immigration, Black 
studies and globalization.

“Identity is always changing and it’s 
radical and political and personal — it’s all 
of those things at the same time, and I like 
to explore that,” Gow said. 

Born to a military family in Houston, 

Texas, Gow moved frequently throughout 
her childhood. Soon after she was born, 
her family moved to California before 
moving again to north Florida. While 
both of her parents are immigrants from 
Jamaica, her childhood was spent driving 
from her home in north Florida to her 
family in south Florida.

Starting out as a physics and astronomy 
major at Texas Christian University 
(TCU), it was a science fiction course that 
sparked a new interest. 

“The way the professor taught it, he 
was almost exploring the sociology of 
technology and how we respond to it,” 
Gow said. “It made me think, ‘this is really 
cool, how do I do this.’ So I took a bunch of 

different social science classes and ended 
up in sociology.” 

As an English and sociology double 
major, many of her classes coincided 
with one other. One Irish literature class 
explored the history of Irish colonization 
alongside the literature being produced, a 
history of colonization Gow saw reflected 
in her own past. 

“I love sociology, and I love that 
it’s critical,” Gow said. “It’s looking at 
injustice and how we become the way we 
are, but literature is doing those kinds of 
explorations, too… we’re all just trying to 
figure out our existence.” 

It was TCU that introduced her to 
teaching, where she served as an English 

as a Second Language (ESL) instructor. 
Volunteering as an ESL instructor showed 
her the value of the connection that came 
from teaching and pushed her toward her 
current path. 

As her education progressed, Gow 
found herself enjoying the tough questions 
asked in sociology, sparking a passion for 
exploration through research. Merging her 
love of diverse literature with sociology 
led her to a cultural studies program at the 
University of California, Santa Barbara for 
graduate school. From the cultural studies 
program, which she described as similar to 
communication studies at GU, she learned 
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Asha Douglas, a senior at GU, performs at the Lunar New Year Festival.

Its last celebration was held in 1933, making this year’s festival the first in 89 years

February is Black History Month in the U.S. Follow BSU @gonzagabsu on Instagram to keep up with their events, and follow the Bulletin for our continued Black History Month coverage. 
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