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Wrangling in resident rodents

CHIANA MCINELLY IG: @picsbychiana

GU biology students learn how to capture, observe and handle campus squirrels.

By NATALIE RIETH

G
onzaga wouldn't be the place it is without its campus 
squirrels which you may have seen run up to steal 
your food or dart across Bulldog Alley.

In September and October, a biology elective course 
offered at Gonzaga, Principles of Wildlife Management, 
conducted an experiment to capture, observe and handle 
these squirrels. Students participated in this experiment 
for the first time at GU this year. 

Assistant Professor of biology, Stephen Hayes, who 
teaches the course, said that the learning outcome of 

the experiment is for students to learn how to set up a 
collapsible tomahawk trap. 

To execute a successful experiment and follow 
COVID-19 safety guidelines, the class of 16 students split 
up into two groups of eight. If these regulations had not 
affected the experiment process, the class would have 
taken a field trip to the Spokane River or to Pend Oreille 
County to set the traps in a forest setting.

Students began the first week of the experiment 
learning how to assemble and set the tomahawk trap. 
After set-up, the trap was pre-baited by wiring its doors 

open and placing bait inside so squirrels would feel safe 
and comfortable entering the traps. 

Traps were set at eight different locations around 
campus with frequent GU squirrel activity. During that 
afternoon lab period, students observed and monitored 
squirrel engagement with the traps. This determined the 
placement of traps for the second half of the experiment. 

“My favorite part of this experiment is getting outside 
and spending time just watching animals," senior Claire 
Colombini said in an email. “You have to be really patient 

Thanksgiving: 
To go home 

or to not             
go home

By VINCENT SAGLIMBENI

For many Gonzaga students this semester, 
they must make the decision of either going 
home for the Thanksgiving holiday or staying 
in Spokane. 

The university issued an announcement 
earlier in the semester that if students decide 
to leave Spokane County for Thanksgiving, 
they are encouraged to not return in an effort 
to decrease the potential spread of COVID-19. 
Part of this announcement was also due to GU 
announcing it would be going remote-only for 
the remainder of the semester.

Students across campus will be 
experiencing Thanksgiving in different ways, 
as underclassmen and upperclassmen share 
different experiences as to what they will be 
doing.

Freshman Cole Mitchell, from Juneau, 
Alaska, has decided to stay in Spokane for his 
Thanksgiving break.

Mitchell said a lot of the people in his 
residence hall will be staying as well, and he 
and his residence hall mates will be hosting a 
potluck dinner. 
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GU students are asked to not return to campus if they leave 

Spokane County for Thanksgiving.
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Strong on podcasts

By SAMANTHA DIMAIO

Most people know Mike 
Nilson as the strength and 
conditionaing coach of 
woman's basketball at Gonzaga 
University. Some people 
know him as a co-founder of 
U-District Physical Therapy. 
However, very few people know 
him as a successful podcast 
personality.

Ever since September 
2019, Nilson has been creating 
roughly one episode each week 
for a podcast he started called 
"Hoop Commitment." With 
a strong focus on basketball, 
the podcast is tailored toward 
athletes, coaches and parents 
of athletes. Throughout the 
entire series, Nilson brings 
in several guest stars to talk 
about nutrition, training and 
leadership in the dynamic 
world of basketball.

“It’s all for basketball 
players,” Nilson said. “Anyone 
that wants to improve their 
nutrition, anyone that wants 
to improve their training and 
anyone that wants to become a 
better leader.”

Nilson has loved basketball 
ever since he found out about 
Michael Jordan as a kid. He 
ended up becoming a great 
player in high school but didn’t 
receive a single Division 1 
scholarship as he looked toward 
the future. It was then that he 
had the brilliant idea to turn 
his goals into commitments 
in order to achieve his biggest 
dreams.

“If you really want to make 
your dreams come true, you 
need a commitment,” Nilson 
said. “A commitment means, 
‘I have to’… it’s so important to 
you that there’s no way you’re 
going to fail.”

Rather than having an 
overarching goal of signing with 
a Division 1 school, he would 
make a solitary commitment 
to carry a basketball around 
all day every day. He walked 
through the hallways with it, 
brought it to classes, slept with 
it right by his side and even 
took it to prom along with his 
date. He still didn’t receive a 
scholarship. However, he did 

SEE NILSON PAGE 8

GU strength coach sets up success for 

future basketball players in podcast
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The Writing Center helps students push 

through online classes by providing 

services virtually
By LUKE KENNEALLY

Adapting to a lack of in-
person work as a student has 
changed much of the way 
students operate. The Gonzaga 
Writing Center is no different.

The recent shift to entirely 
online interactions has altered 
the delivery for much of what 
the Writing Center offers. 
Students from all majors can 
now receive feedback on their 
writing from a fellow student 
via Zoom. 

"We were in a situation like 
many writing centers around 
the country last spring where 
we had to transition into a 
different way of being," said 

John Eliason, director of the 
Writing Center.  “At that point 
we had been a face-to-face 
Writing Center predominantly.”

Haley Wilson, a senior 
writing tutor who’s been 
involved with the Writing 
Center since she was a 
freshman said that she was a 
little bummed out about the 
shift to online-only. 

“I love the Foley Writing 
Center space and I loved being 
in the space surrounded by all 
the other tutors," Wilson said. 
“But at the same time, I was 
surprised by how much doesn’t 
change.”

SEE WRITING PAGE 3

Campus squirrels help students learn about wildlife management

2020 ELECTIONS

Winners in Washington

Since 8 p.m. on Tuesday in 
Washington, when polls closed 
and voters dropped off their final 
ballots, most all of the state races 
and elections have been called.

According to The Seattle 
Times and Associated Press 
(AP), Governor Jay Inslee (D) 
is reelected to his third term 
winning 59.3% of the vote. Lt. 
Gov. Denny Heck (D) wins with 
47.1% of the vote.

Secretary of State Kim Wyman 
(R) is reelected winning 51.8% of 
the vote. Attorney General Bob 

Ferguson (D) is reelected with 
58.8% of the vote. Commissioner 
of Public Lands  Hilary Franz (D) 
is reelected with 59% of the vote. 
State Treasurer Mike Pellicciotti 
(D) is reelected with 55.5% of the 
vote.

State Referendum 90, a key 
ballot measure which requires 
Washington school districts to 
teach comprehensive sexual 
health education to all students, is 
approved with a 59.6% vote.

Regarding federal senate 
and house races, in the 5th 
Congressional District where 
Spokane County is located, Cathy 

McMorris Rodgers (R) is reelected 
to represent the 5th District in the 
U.S. House of Representatives 
winning 59.4% of the vote. There 
is no U.S. Senate election in 
Washington this year.

The presidential election is still 
underway and votes are still being 
counted.

More information on state 
and local election results can be 
found on The Seattle Times and 
AP websites.

Melina Benjamin is 
a news editor. Follow her 
on Twitter: @melinabenj. 

By MELINA BENJAMIN

Inslee secures third term as governor, Referendum 90 passes and 

longtime incumbent McMorris Rodgers wins 5th District 


