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Stockton 
supporters 
protest his 

suspension 

A  
group of individuals were outside of the 
McCarthey Athletic Center on Saturday, 
protesting Gonzaga University’s decision 

to suspend former GU basketball player John 
Stockton’s season tickets for failing to comply 
with the university's mask mandate.

Protests began about an hour before the 6 
p.m. tipoff between GU and the University of 
Portland. It was the second GU game at home 
after the university’s announcement to suspend 
Stockton from The Kennel for the season.

Those who participated in the protest heard 
about it through a Facebook event created by the 
Washingtonians to Recall Inslee Facebook group. 
A man was seen speaking through a megaphone, 
exclaiming phrases like, “John Stockton isn’t 
allowed in his own arena,” among other phrases. 
The discourse between around 10-15 protesters 
and bystanders remained civil and peaceful.

Trevor Ducharme, one of the individuals who 
attended the protest, said he went because he 
does not support the mask or vaccine mandate 
implemented by Washington state, claiming that 
the mandate is causing too many issues with 
employment for most people and mental health 
issues with children and adults. 

Ducharme is part of the Recall Inslee 
Facebook group, which Ducharme said stands 
for getting rid of Washington Gov. Jay Inslee 
due to the mandates he's pushing on people in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Ducharme said he thought GU took away 
Stockton’s rights when the university suspended 
him.

“I thought that was basically taking away 
his right and his freedom to choose of his own 
accord,” Ducharme said. “With the vaccine 
mandate… who has the authority besides 
yourself to decide what enters your body?”

The man with the megaphone, whose name 
is Joe, and Ducharme said the group is not anti-
vaccine, but rather, anti-mandates. Joe said the 
group has participated in other protests as well, 
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The Office of Sustainability and the Office of Tribal 
Relations have been planning discussion groups on 
colonialism and indigeneity to prepare for the coming 
of Nick Estes on Feb. 10 at 6:30 p.m. in the John J. 
Hemmingson Ballroom.

Leah Simeon and Jeremy Rouse of the Office of 
Tribal Relations and Marisa Montesi of the Office of 
Sustainability, have been working with GSBA throughout 
the year in order to plan and prepare for the event.

The idea of creating these groups was to educate 
students about issues that Estes will be discussing in his 
upcoming talk.

Estes is a citizen of the Lower Brule Sioux Tribe and 

the author of "Our History is the Future."
“His work is so deeply intertwined with understanding 

Indigenous resistance and environmental justice," said 
Marisa Montesi, sustainability and resiliency programmer. 
"We are really trying to bridge the conversation of 
environmentalism on campus and indigeneity. Our 
discussion group was a great opportunity to start that 
conversation at Gonzaga.”

Students from Fossil Free Gonzaga as well as Gonzaga 
Environmental Organization were in attendance at the 
discussion. 

These groups consisted of faculty, staff, students and 
professors. One of the questions asked that allowed for 
engagement from these individuals was, "How do you 
define decolonization and what is the role that non- 

Indigenous people play in the work of a decolonization?"
Another topic of discussion was looking into the 

impacts that extractive industries have on Native peoples. 
This then led to the idea of land and whether land is a 
resource or something to have a relationship with.

“The groups went well," said Jeremy Rouse, coordinator 
of Native student accompaniment and citizen of the 
Yankton Sioux tribe. "I think that people seem really eager 
to engage and I think that next time we had to pare it 
down to two questions because people just had so much 
that they wanted to share and talk about."

Space at the in-person talk is limited, however everyone 
is welcome to participate virtually. Sign up links were 
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Volunteers hand out burritos to community members every Sunday outside Main Market Co-op.
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Spokane Community Against 
Racism (SCAR) was formed in 2017 
after an act of violence in Spokane’s 
East Central Neighborhood, sparking 
activism and organizing among like-
minded people in the city. 

“A [Black] gentleman was having 
an altercation with his partner, and a 
white vigilante on a skateboard rolls up 

with a backpack, stuffed with guns and 
knives and things, and decides to insert 
himself into that situation,” said Scott 
Mueller, one of the founders of SCAR. 
“He decided he didn't like how that 
went, so he turned around and shot him 
in the back from 30 feet away.” 

The white man, claiming self-
defense, was found not guilty by an all-
white jury.

“It really pulled on the heartstrings 

of a lot of folks in that neighborhood,” 
Mueller said. “…I had a little bit of 
background in organizing and things 
and we pulled together a few like-
minded folks from the internet, did 
a lot of research, worked on getting a 
from-the-ground-up, a really backspace 
approach to what the problem here is in 
Spokane.”

Setons Charity Ball 
returns after two years

After two years, the long-awaited 
Charity Ball is back. On Friday, the Gatsby-
themed soiree will take on a new look.

Charity Ball is a yearly tradition on 
Gonzaga’s campus, put on by the Setons 
of GU. The Setons are a group of 30 
sophomore women dedicated to the pillars 
of service, sisterhood and leadership. 
After COVID-19 halted one of the club’s 
most highly anticipated events, the Setons 
are ready to raise money for the Hutton 
Settlement Children’s home with a fun-
filled night. 

“COVID has put a strain not only on 
Gonzaga, but on nonprofit organizations 
that rely on donations and volunteer 
events," said the Seton's President Megan 
Baird. "We are so excited to support 
Hutton Settlement through Charity Ball. It 
is a great way for GU students to give back 
to the community, as well as bond with 
fellow classmates."

Hutton Settlement has been serving the 
Spokane community for over 100 years. 
Founded by Levi Hutton in 1919, children 

have been able to find a home when one 
wasn’t always promised.

Children who have been abandoned 
and abused are able to live at Hutton and 
get involved with the Spokane community. 
Hutton’s mission allows these children 
to pave their own path in life and the 
settlement helps them lay a strong 
foundation and gives them the tools to do 
so. 

“I think any Gonzaga student can 
attest to the positive impact having a 
strong, supportive community can have 
on a person," said Charity Ball Co-Chair, 
Maren Marshall. "Hutton Settlement is all 
about providing a family-like community 
to those who maybe haven’t been as 
fortunate to have already experienced one. 
Through their endless support, Hutton 
pushes everyone to discover their potential 
and use it for the better. Their mission 
struck a chord with us because it embodies 
everything we are as Setons and Zags."

The dance will be held in the 
Hemmingson Ballroom, but don’t let 
the word “ball” be intimidating. Attire is 
semiformal and dressing according to the 

theme is optional. All GU students are 
welcome with the purchase of a ticket that 
benefits charity.

Ticket sales began Monday, and will 
conclude today in the John J. Hemmingson 
Center. Tickets will be able to be purchased 
at the door leading up to the event if 

capacity allows. Tickets can be purchased 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and students 
can buy one ticket for $15 or two tickets 
for $25. 
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Setons of Gonzaga's annual Charity Ball will have a "The Great Gatsby" theme.


