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Humanizing Spokane, a student-led organization dedicated to ending houselessness in Spokane, led a march through the streets of downtown on Saturday. For full photo story see page 2.

Security app takes safety to new levels
By LILLIAN PIEL

A

combined effort from students with the Experiential
Leadership Institute, Campus Security & Public Safety
and Information Technology Services (ITS) has made
it so Gonzaga students, faculty and staff now have access
to Rave Guardian, an app that aims to improve campus
security and safety for everyone.
Jack Nixon, an associate project manager with the ITS
office, said that Rave Guardian allows each person who
uses it to have better security and safety features available
any time. The app will provide resources that people might
need in one place.
Rave Guardian includes six features intended to
improve campus safety, which include an inbox, call
directory, content directory, campus security quick links,

safety timer and emergency call function, Nixon said.
“It’s really a way to personalize safety on campus for
our students rather than always having them have to rush
to a certain location or have campus security’s phone
number saved in their device,” Nixon said.
The safety timer feature will allow users to list friends
or family as their ‘guardians’ in the app, said Phillip Tyler,
the crime prevention and education officer with Campus
Security & Public Safety.
Tyler said that the safety timer will let users input
when they are traveling to a destination and the estimated
time to get there. If the user does not reach the destination
in time or turn off the safety timer by then, it will alert the
people listed as guardians, who can call to check in, or call
campus security or 911.
Rave Guardian will be available to everyone who has

a Gonzaga email address today, Tyler said. The app is
available through the iOS app store or Google Play.
“We think this will really give them agency in coproducing their safety on campus,” Tyler said of students
who use the app.
Among the resources that will be provided in the app’s
call directory are the national suicide prevention hotline, a
24-hour sexual assault hotline and poison control, Nixon
said.
That students will also have access to the numbers of
GU health and counseling and cura personalis through
this feature, Tyler said.
In addition to having a call directory of resources and
the safety timer feature, the inbox feature will provide
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Japanese program at risk
as professor’s contract expires
By MARISSA CONTER

COURTESY OF JOSEPH FOUNTAINE

Pictured above are the Hydraulics, Structures and Transportation teams with their
advisors as they are on a site visit near Doomsday Hill.

Design projects
challenge seniors
By DAGNY ALBANO
As the academic year comes to a close, students across all disciplines in the
Gonzaga School of Engineering are concluding their senior design projects.
During the first week of fall semester, engineering students came together
to indicate project preferences. There are several ways in which projects might
be proposed.
“We go out and solicit [projects] from past alumni who are working in the
industry, working in consulting or in public government or city government
and the like, and ask if they have any project ideas to submit and propose to
have a senior design team work on for a yearlong project,” said Sue Niezgoda,
professor of civil engineering and senior design coordinator.
Students also have the opportunity to propose their own project ideas
through the GU’s Center for Engineering Design and Entrepreneurship
(CEDE). The formation of student-proposed projects starts toward the end of
junior year and involves students coordinating with faculty and potential group
members to solidify their proposals.
“Our idea started forming around March [2020] and then our proposal
was submitted around April,” said senior mechanical engineering major Bailey
Tran.
Senior design projects vary in terms of group size, sub-teams and clients but
all share one common goal to encourage students to develop solutions for realworld problems, many of which impact our local communities.

SEE DESIGN PAGE 2

The Japanese program has made a lasting
impression on students for decades, but these
valuable experiences could be lost as its time at
Gonzaga is threatened to come to an end.
Getting its start around 1980, the program
first experienced many fluctuations in faculty,
as instructors would teach for one to three
years before leaving. It wasn’t until professor
Seiko Katsushima came to the school in 1993,
and became a full-time professor in 1999,
when the program gained a faithful educator.
She has been the sole Japanese teacher at GU
for 26 years.
“She has been the best professor I have had
at Gonzaga,” said freshman Niko Christianson.
“She shows how much she cares about her
students by only assigning homework that will
help you and looking at each answer to see
how she can better help you to succeed in the
course and learn the language.”
Katsushima has shown great dedication to
the program, even offering several independent
study courses without compensation. This
is why it was particularly heartbreaking to
students when she announced that she would
be leaving GU after the spring 2021 semester
wrapped up.
“I honestly cried when she told our class,”
senior Bea Patricia Burgos said. “Mostly for
me, I think it hurt that her decision to leave
was one that wasn’t her own. I owe a lot to
Katsushima Sensei.”
Katsushima was informed in 2018 that her
current teaching contract (2018-2021) would
not be renewed, meaning she would leave GU
after it was completed. This was due to low
enrollment in the Japanese program.
However, now that the only Japanese
professor is leaving, this has raised many
concerns about the future of the program.
Katsushima had requested that the
department chair keep her informed about
the plans for the Japanese program after she

leaves so she can aid her students in their
planning. She said that despite her request
at a department meeting back in January,
she hasn’t been told anything regarding the
program’s future.
She has also found it odd that she has
not been asked to provide a list of potential
professors in the area or suggestions on how
to advertise for a replacement professor. As
of now, GU has not posted a job listing for a
Japanese professor.
When students began to register for classes
for the fall 2021 semester, many JPNE 102
students were disappointed not to see JPNE
201 being offered. This was surprising, as there
are currently 23 students enrolled in JPNE
102, which is one of the largest Japanese class
sizes the university has seen. In fact, the only
Japanese class being offered in the fall is JPNE
101.
This led a group of students to email their
concerns to the department chair, the dean of
the College of Arts and Sciences and Provost
Deena J. González. One of these students was
Christianson, and he said that they responded
by scheduling a meeting with the concerned
students.
This meeting took place on Zoom and was
led by Dean Annmarie Caño, and the Modern
Languages department chair,
Christina
Isabelli. Isabelli opened the meeting up to
any questions that students had regarding the
Japanese program.
Alec Shoji, a junior in JPNE 291, pointed
out how it was strange that JPNE 101 was
scheduled for that late in the day, and how
that time slot could discourage students from
taking Japanese.
JPNE 101 is being offered at 4:10 p.m. on
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, and 4:40
p.m. on Thursdays. In comparison, French 101
classes are offered at 8 a.m., 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.
and German 101 is offered at 9:50 a.m. and 10
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