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What to know: Status of COVID-19 
testing success at GU

G
onzaga University’s COVID-19 Action 
Response Team (CART) has been focused 
on assisting students who test positive for 

COVID-19 or have come into contact with 
someone who has tested positive in a variety 
of ways. Here is a breakdown of what these 
approaches entail and how successful they have 
been.

CART members include contact tracers 
and a COVID-19 coordinator and lean on 
other campus areas to support students such as 
Housing & Residence Life, GU Dining Services 
and Academic Advising and Assistance. 

“Each time CART has been operationalized, 
we continue to learn and make adjustments 
to better manage the process of isolation and 
quarantine and better support our students 
as they face a challenge that can be stressful,” 
said Kristiana Holmes, director of Health and 
Counseling Services. 

GU has instituted four contact tracers who 
are staff members with backgrounds related 
to public health and who have training in 
contract tracing strategies. They identify, notify 
and support students who have been exposed 
to COVID-19 as well as those considered 
“close contacts” and handle the isolation and 
quarantine process. 

“It’s not about getting anyone in trouble," 
said Eric Baldwin, assistant vice president 
and dean of Student Well-Being and Healthy 
Living. These conversations that happen with 
contact tracers are not to ferret out people that 
were not following public health directives. We 
don't care about that at this point. The most 
important part is for students to be honest with 
contact tracers."

The cumulative and current positives data on 
the COVID-19 Dashboard, Testing & Contact 

Fordham and 
GU partner 
to research 

sexual abuse in 
Catholic Church 

When the Pennsylvania Grand Jury Report was 
released to the public in 2018, no one knew quite the 
effect it would have and continue to have over the next 
two years.  

The report detailed the findings of the widest 
examination of child sexual abuse in the Catholic 
Church conducted by a government agency, including 
the names of 71 clergy members accused of engaging 
in sexual abuse of children. 

“Everyone on the East Coast, but also nationally, 
was so overwhelmed by the detail of that report and 
the number of priests and bishops it was vociferously 
criticizing,” said Bradford Hinze, the Karl Rahner, S.J. 
professor of theology at Fordham University.

While this news spread across the country, a 
similar reaction was felt at Gonzaga University.  

This was not the first time information regarding 
clergy sexual abuse had come to light. The first instance 
of potentially groundbreaking information was in 
1985, in what Hinze said was a wave of momentary 
unrest but ultimately very little was actually addressed.

In 2002, the Boston Globe Spotlight team began 
what would become an extensive coverage of sexual 
abuse in the Catholic Church, ultimately leading 
to the prosecution of five Roman Catholic priests. 
The investigations that followed not only caused a 
national uproar but revealed patterns of sexual abuse 
in dioceses across the United States.

Sixteen years later and the Pennsylvania Grand 
Jury Report sparked something different, a systemic 
approach to the issue that hadn’t yet been extensively 
addressed.

“Following the 2018 Pennsylvania Grand Jury 
Report, there was a renewal and increase in the work 
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Emily Wenzel got a call on the 
first Thursday of the semester from 
a Gonzaga contact tracer saying she 
had been exposed to someone who 
tested positive for COVID-19. After 
a few quick text messages, Wenzel 
realized she had been exposed through 
someone in her nursing group, and 
they would all have to self-quarantine 
for the next two weeks.

That night, Wenzel, her nursing 
group and one of their professors 
hopped onto a Zoom call to discuss 
their questions, concerns and how to 
proceed with doing their in-person 
labs virtually. What followed was a 
series of schedule changes, conflicts 
and logistical obstacles as they tried to 
make the most of their situation.

“Being flexible is the key to this 
semester, with COVID and having 

things get scheduled and rescheduled,” 
Wenzel said. “But [professors] are 
really good at emailing us and keeping 
us in the loop, you just have to keep in 
mind that it’s not their problem that 
stuff doesn’t work out, it’s COVID.”

This is not an uncommon 
occurrence for students in the nursing 
program who are tasked with attending 
many of their major-oriented classes 
in-person.

Within the School of Nursing, there 
are five-credit courses that are made 
up of lab sessions as well as clinical 
hours. In these courses, students 
learn necessary skills during lab and 
implement them when working in 
assigned hospital sites during clinical 
hours.

Unlike other majors, Wenzel 
says, nursing requires its students to 
practice physically working in each 
other’s spaces, meaning many of their 

courses can’t be completely adapted to 
virtual delivery systems.

Students of all majors are 
experiencing the challenges this 
semester has presented, but those in 
the nursing program face a unique set 
of circumstances having to balance 
in-person lab and clinicals with 
proper COVID-19 isolation and safety 
requirements.

Since the beginning of the 
semester, nursing students have had to 
adapt to last-minute schedule changes 
and course delivery methods due 
to widespread potential COVID-19 
exposures and the recent hazardous air 
quality advisory.

Carrie Samsen had a similar 
experience, having not gotten to 
complete her first semester of clinicals, 
which took place last spring, and 
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Matthew Bolton, associate English 
professor and director of the new film 
studies program, has taught ENGL 394: 
“I prefer to see it as the study of change”: 
Chirality, Uncertainty, and Corrosion in 
"Breaking Bad" (Topics in Film) which he 
began teaching in 2013 right after the show 
ended.

The class functions as an upper division 
film course, looking at television through 

a literary eye, analyzing plot, character, 
camera angle, editing and more. Meeting 
once a week at night, students watch all 
five seasons of "Breaking Bad", some 
separately for homework and pivotal 
episodes together.

“I try to recreate that experience of 
the big plot twist that nobody knows is 
coming,” Bolton said. “We all get to watch 
that together. And that also nicely breaks 
up that long, three-and-a-half-hour stretch 
to talk about what we read and watched 

that week. Then, we take a break and watch 
15 minutes of television and immediately 
the lights come up and we get to react to it.”

Students watch several episodes for 
homework for the week and engage with 
supplemental texts, such as "Macbeth," 
"Paradise Lost," the myth of Sisyphus, 
Oedipus Rex, analyzing the common 
threads with "Breaking Bad."

“I think it also teaches you just really 
well to analyze like texts, whether that’s 
video, text or a book or anything,” said 

junior English major Peter Jonas. “It's 
some of the best engagement I've had 
with different arguments, different 
conversations, different pieces of literature. 
Yes, I learned specifically about "Breaking 
Bad," but I think it is just a really great class 
for any English major.”

The classes have been mostly full, 
drawing a mix of English, STEM, history, 
sociology, political science and more 

SEE TESTING PAGE 2

GU is testing 10% of students in each residence hall a week, averaging 600 random tests every week. Sophomores Colin Crean and 

Dominic MacIsaac are pictured in the photo above. 

Coronavirus exposure causes 
obstacles in School of Nursing
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English class looks at "Breaking Bad" through literary eye

SEE NURSING PAGE 3
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Drink it or lose it: Bulletin editors  

review your favorite drinks from 

Starbucks and Dutch Bros

On-campus students deserve reduced 

meal plan costs and exemptions

GU Athletics takes on SAAC student 

voter registration initiative

BULLETIN FILE PHOTO

Lab sessions and clinical hours are imperative to the nursing curriculum and COVID-19 has delayed the progression of them.
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