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UMEC panel discusses what it means to be an ally

as a white male at GU

The John R. Monaghan statue is located in downtown Spokane. 

Although white male allyship is a 
topic not typically highlighted in diversity 
narratives, Gonzaga’s Unity Multicultural 
Education Center (UMEC) hosted a panel 
on Tuesday night to spark the conversation 
and speakers discussed the importance of 
leaning into discomfort and learning from 
mistakes.

The four featured panelists included 
Assistant Communications Professor 
Jeremy Gordon, Director of the 
Comprehensive Leadership Program 
Josh Armstrong, Interim Director of 
the Center for Cura Personalis Sean Joy 

and Gonzaga Student Body Association 
President Braden Bell.

Throughout the event, the speakers 
answered questions and reflected on 
their experiences as white men on a 
predominantly white campus learning 
about how to be an ally.

Bell, a junior studying biology, said the 
panel presented him with an opportunity 
to learn from the other panelists and 
reflect on ways in which he has been an 
ally as well as shortcomings in the process.

“As Gonzaga is a predominantly 
white institution, I think it’s important to 

After renaming Fort George Wright Drive to Whistalks Way, the Citizen’s Advisory 
Council (CAC) shows there’s still much more that needs to be done by getting to work 
on their next project: taking down the historic John R. Monaghan statue in downtown 
Spokane. 

The CAC, a relatively new local activist group, recently drafted the petition that 
has been making rounds on campus.  It calls for the removal of the statue due to its 
glorification of a war figure who was responsible for the deaths of thousands of Samoans. 

Monaghan, who was from Spokane, was an officer in the United States Navy, which 
was ordered to attack Samoa in an effort to appoint a ruler who the U.S. approved of. 
In 1899, when the U.S. was committed to conquering the lands of foreigners in order to 
expand its global influence, Monaghan was among the U.S. officers who burned down 
Samoan villages, attacking and killing civilian populations.

The CAC wants to challenge the local narrative of Monaghan being a war hero, and 
bring awareness to the pressing issue of removing his memorial.

“We created this petition to try and bring about justice and to tell a more accurate 
history of Pacific Islanders,” said Tia Moua, a junior at Gonzaga and a member of the 
CAC. “We want to show that it’s not right to commemorate somebody who did very 
unjust things to the small islands. So I think ultimately, this petition is trying to fight 
against white supremacy and bigger systems of racism.”

Some argue against the removal of Monoghan’s statue, claiming that most people 
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Broadway is back
Six productions are touring to

Spokane’s First Interstate Center this season

Broadway is finally getting back 
on the road. Starting Oct. 19, famous 
national tours will park their wheels at 
the First Interstate Center for the Arts in 
downtown Spokane.

“Cats,” “Mean Girls,” “A Christmas 
Carol,” “Anastasia,” “Fiddler on the 
Roof ” and “Jersey Boys” will be 
performed, with tickets available for 
purchase online.

All of these shows have nights with 
reserved tickets for student discounts, 
offering GU students the opportunity 
to see these performances for a cheaper 
price.

The first production to come to town 
is “Cats,” an absurd musical written by 
Andrew Lloyd Webber about a group of 
cats and their journey throughout one 
night.

Many may know this show because 
of the movie remake; however, the 
stage production is a whole different 
experience. This show will be coming to 
Spokane from Oct. 19-24.

“I am most excited about ‘Cats’ 
because it makes no sense, but there 

is a really cool two-person cartwheel,” 
said Abby Cole, a sophomore Gonzaga 
student.

The second show will be “A 
Christmas Carol.” This classic musical 
about Ebenezer Scrooge will come to 
town for only two nights: Nov. 12-13. 
“Mean Girls” follows that from Nov. 23-
28. 

“Mean Girls’ has great music and is 
a close second to the show I am most 
excited to see,” Cole said. 

“Anastasia” will come to Spokane 
from Dec. 28 through Jan. 2. This stage 
adaptation of the story and animated 
film from 1992 has a great plot and 
fantastic music. 

Next, the theater will see “Fiddler 
on the Roof ” from Jan. 11-16. This is 
a must-see musical and is one of the 
classics.

“Jersey Boys” will round out the 
season from Feb. 11-13. This is the rags-
to-riches story about the rock band The 
Four Seasons. 

Broadway coming back to the stage, 
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A 
group of Gonzaga students representing Zags for Life 
displayed a demonstration on Foley Lawn Wednesday 
afternoon opposing Planned Parenthood.

The student-led, on-campus pro-life club set up outside 
the John J. Hemmingson Center with a display of the 
number of abortions that occur at Planned Parenthood 
on a daily basis. The group of GU students who organized 
the demonstration included members of the Zags for Life 
club and seminaries. 

The club set up 972 pink crosses on Foley Lawn to 
represent each child that Zags for Life claims is aborted at 
a Planned Parenthood every day. 

“What we want to say is that it’s not that we don’t 

support healthcare for women and basically everyone, but 
there’s better ways to give people health care than giving 
money to Planned Parenthood, especially through the 
federal government,” junior Ian Willnerd said, a member 
of Zags for Life and part of the Seminarians for the 
Archdiocese of Seattle and Spokane.

The club submitted a request to have the demonstration 
and was approved by Zagtivities. The club said they were 
advocating for equal treatment for all lives, including the 
unborn.

Willnerd said the demonstration was specifically 
directed toward Planned Parenthood, and the club also 
wanted to advocate for other federally-funded healthcare 
centers that provide the same resources Planned 
Parenthood does with the exclusion of abortion.

In response to the demonstration, a group of GU 
students initiated an impromptu protest, creating signs 
and exclaiming chants such as “My Body, My Choice,” and 
others.

The impromptu protest was discovered through a 
Snapchat story posted by a student asking others to meet 
outside of Hemmingson to protest, as individuals saw the 
Zags for Life stationed on Foley Lawn not knowing that 
they would be demonstrating. 

Once other individuals saw the Snapchat story, the 
story was reposted on other Snapchat accounts, and 
students convened with the group as the demonstration 
was taking place.
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Protesters gathered to contest the Zags for Life display that was set up Wednesday afternoon.
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Zags for Life demonstration draws protest

Petition calls for statue 
removal downtown


