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The crowd of protesters was followed closely from location to location by a fleet of police officers on bikes. The photo above was taken Saturday, Sept. 26. 

Say her name: Students march for Taylor
By ALEXANDER PREVOST

“
No Justice, No Peace! No racist police!” was yelled as 
protesters marched toward Riverfront Park amid the 
gaze of the group of police officers.

On Saturday, Occupy Spokane, a local activist 
organization, held a Black Lives Matter protest at the 
big red wagon in Riverfront Park from 2 to 5 p.m. after 
charges against Breonna Taylor’s killers didn't yield the 
results wanted by protesters. 

Taylor was shot and killed by Louisville, Kentucky 
police officers on March 13 in her apartment when a 
search warrant was executed. 

The local Spokane community and students from 
Gonzaga University attended the rally out of solidarity for 
Taylor’s family and the larger Black community.

“There’s just so many things wrong that it just makes 
me mad — physically angry,” junior Maren Beauchamp 
said. “It’s just heartbreaking, seeing every day, reading the 
news. It’s terrible.”

At the rally, several people spoke atop the big red 
wagon against the injustices people of color face.

“It’s nerve racking,"  said Duaa-Rahemaah Williams, 
a speaker at the rally. "You don’t know how people will 
take what you say, if they’re going to utilize it, if it’s going 
to go on deaf ears. So, I was excited to bring the message 
because I felt like I had a lot of good points and things 
that would make somebody say, ‘Hmm…,’ and want to see 
change."

Following the round of speakers, participants of the 
rally marched toward the Spokane County Courthouse. 
A pack of police officers on bikes followed them around, 
and a small group of counterprotesters appeared a quarter 
of the way through the march.

Protesters re-convened at the wagon at 3:22 p.m. 
Organizers played sections of the Rev. Martin Luther King 
Jr. 's, “I Have A Dream Speech,” over the speakers before 
more speakers came forward.

The event closed out with an open-mic portion where 
anyone could come forward and speak their mind.

“How I like to look at protests is you go in feeling almost 
disheartened or angry and come out feeling empowered," 
said freshman RJ McGee. "Hearing all these people with 
the same goal — all in support of the same thing, coming 

and speaking and showing support, and standing in unity 
— that is always a good feeling. You come out feeling 
empowered and you want to do more to help.”

There are more upcoming demonstrations this fall:
The Human Rights Activist Coterie is hosting a rally 

to denounce Killology at the Spokane County Courthouse 
on Sunday at 3 p.m.

Police Brutality Die In at the Spokane County 
Courthouse on Wednesday at 6 p.m.

Chalk for Change at the Tribal Gathering Place/
Huntington Park on Oct. 10 from 1:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Human Rights Halloween Bash at the Tribal 
Gathering Place/Huntington Park on Oct. 13 from 1 to 
6 p.m.

“[Young people] can make an impact by voting," 
Williams said. "I’m just going to say that because we have 
the power to put who we want and who we need into 
office. If everyone keeps saying, ‘my vote doesn’t matter,’ 
how will you know if you don’t vote?”

Alexander Prevost is a staff writer. Follow him on 
Twitter: @alexanderprvst.

GU Young Life chapter disbands 
due to LGBTQ+ policy

In an open letter to the 
community, Gonzaga University’s 
Young Life chapter decided to 
disband this semester. The reason 
for disbanding is Young Life's 
national policy prohibiting any 
LGBTQ+ person from holding a 
leadership position within Young 
Life.

Immediately, the club received 
backlash for its action. The letter, 
posted on the club’s Instagram (@
guyounglife) caused waves in the 

Young Life national organization. 
Within 24 hours, Young Life 
headquarters demanded the 
password to the club’s Instagram, 
threatening to take down the 
letter. Once in control, Young Life 
changed the password, locking 
GU Young Life leaders out of the 
account.

The reaction from Young Life 
shocked members of GU’s chapter. 
A former club leader, Emilya 
Ramsey, believes that Young Life’s 
reaction to the club’s disbanding 
signals fear. 

“They’re afraid of what we 
did," Ramsey said. "We’re the first 
region of the United States to 
publicly quit.”

Young Life's official Sexual 
Health Policy states that an 
unhealthy sexuality is, “sexual 
intimacy outside of a heterosexual 
marriage relationship.”

When an issue of unhealthy 
sexuality arises, the policy states, 
“the supervisor, in consultation 
with Human Resources, may 

By MATTHEW DOBNER
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REGISTER TO VOTE REGISTER TO VOTE 
Gonzaga Voter Education

Can I Vote? 

US Election Assistance Commission

Dates to REGISTER to 
vote by select states

Alaska Oct. 4 // Hawaii Oct. 5 // 

Arizona Oct. 5 // Montana Oct. 5, by 

US mail // New Mexico Oct. 6 // 

Idaho Oct. 9 // New York Oct. 9 // 

Minnesota Oct. 13 // Oregon Oct. 13 // 

Illinois Oct. 18 // Michigan Oct. 19 // 

South Dakota Oct. 19 // Wyoming Oct. 

19, by US mail // California Oct. 19 // 

Utah Oct. 23 // Washington Oct. 26 // 

Colorado Oct. 26 // Nevada Oct. 29

For states not listed, check your state’s 

election office website.

The Student Involvement and Leadership staff organizes 
voter registration and resources for students. This 
includes emailing students with specific information 
about how to register in their home state and providing 
an on-campus dropbox for Washington state voters.

https://www.gonzaga.edu/student-life/student-services/trans-

fer-veteran-returning-adult-services/gonzaga-voter-education

Nonpartisan website created by state election officials to 
help eligible voters figure out how and where to go vote. 

https://www.nass.org/can-I-vote

The Commisision provides helpful links and information for 
voting registration, election dates, voter tips, and more. 

https://www.eac.gov/voters/voter-resources-help-
ful-links 

Millennials and Gen Z make up the largest portion of eligible voters in 2020, however, these 
generations have the lowest voting turnout in previous elections. Let your voice be heard this 
election season.  via https://www.campusvoteproject.org/why-student-voters-matter

VOTE

Organization works    
for Latinx survivors

By THEA SKOKAN

When Ana Trusty saw an 
advertisement on Facebook about 
an organization in Spokane written 
in Spanish, she couldn’t believe it.

In the nearly 10 years she had 
lived in Spokane, she had never 
seen a resource directed at the 
Latinx community. That resource 
was Mujeres in Action (MiA), a 
volunteer-based organization that 
helps survivors of domestic violence 
and educates the community on 
sexual violence from a Latinx 
perspective.

Shortly after, Trusty became a 
volunteer.

A few years before that, 
Hanncel Sanchez, a Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) candidate who moved 
to Spokane for better educational 
opportunities, was completing 
a degree in women and gender 
studies from Eastern Washington 
University and volunteering at 
Lutheran Community Services as 
a sexual assault advocate. It was 

here she noticed a gap in services 
— there was no organization in 
Spokane that was able to offer 
help to Spanish-speaking assault 
survivors.

After expressing that realization, 
she gained support from Lutheran 
Community Services and from 
the YWCA. Sanchez then became 
the founder of her own volunteer 
organization, Mujeres in Action.

MiA continued as entirely 
volunteer-based with not a single 
person receiving compensation for 
the work they were doing. Then in 
January, the organization received a 
large grant allowing it to hire three 
staff members. Sanchez became the 
executive director, Trusty became 
program coordinator and a housing 
advocate was created alongside the 
program “Puerto Seguro,” which 
places participants in secure and 
safe housing.

Despite new-found resources, 
Trusty said, it is and always has 
been survivor-led.
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PHOTO COURTESY OF YOUNG LIFE'S FACEBOOK PAGE 

GU Young Life is the first region in the U.S. to publicly disband.

In the digital age, what's the best way 

to stay organized — Keep it traditional 

or use that online calendar?

Pure Euphoria: Who took the crown at 

the Emmys and who didn't who really 

should have

Coopball: What this intramural sport 

is and why you should play it
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