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By Mel Leonor
Richmond Times-Dispatch

RICHMOND —Virginia will slowly begin to
reopen on Friday, as state leaders tout met-
rics suggesting the spread of the virus here
has slowed. But testing numbers still haven’t
met many of the key goals laid out by public
health experts, federal officials and the state’s
own leaders.

Virginia’s hospitals are no longer report-
ing supply shortages, demand for hospital
beds remains below the state’s capacity and
the number of people in intensive care for
COVID-19 has remained flat, Virginia health
department data shows.

Still, public health experts reached by the
Times-Dispatch said that testing capacity is
the key to safely lifting the so-
cial and business restrictions
that have kept cases from
overrunning the state’s hos-
pitals. Virginia remains far
from Gov. Ralph Northam’s
goal of 10,000 tests per day
and is not meeting the test-
ing goals laid out by leading
health researchers. The state’s already low
testing numbers are inflated by unreliable
antibody testing. And the state’s contact trac-
ing workforce remains below national stan-
dards and the state’s own goal.

“The restrictions were a pause button. The
virus is still out there,” said Jennifer Nuzzo,
an epidemiologist and pandemic planning
expert at Johns Hopkins University. Nuzzo
said that if restrictions are lifted and social in-
teractions resume, states need to have strong
testing and contact tracing programs to con-
tain new cases from becoming outbreaks.

“We have to do those measures, which will
require even more expanded testing. Unless
we’re able to do that in the next phase, we will
see case numbers go back up,” Nuzzo said.
“We could go back to the point where we
were before this started.”

Testing in Virginia remains far below Gov.
Ralph Northam’s own goal of 10,000 tests per
day, with the latest weekly average at about
5,200 tests a day. On Wednesday, officials
reported a peak of 9,000 tests, but the daily
figures vary widely. Two days prior, the state
reported just 2,500 tests.

Testing
numbers
fall short
of goals
Virginia missing the mark as
leaders eye reopening state

Northam
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By John R. Crane
jcrane@registerbee.com

For Dr. Syed Ahmed, easing restric-
tions on business operations is para-
mount.

Keeping them closed may prevent
the rapid spread of the coronavirus,
but at a cost, he said.

“We’ll have a healthy nation but a
poor economy,” Ahmed, a cardiolo-
gist who lives in Danville, said on a
cool Sunday morning while walking
across the trestle to the Riverwalk
Trail at the Crossing at the Dan.

Most Dan River Region residents
who spoke to the Danville Register &
Bee expressed support for the phased
reopening of businesses in Danville
and across the state.

Gov. Ralph Northam announced
guidelines Friday for phase one of the
reopening Virginia that could begin at
the end of this week.

Some nonessential businesses,
which were ordered closed down by
the governor at midnight March 24,
would start reopening Friday with re-
strictions.

Included in the guidelines is the
reopening of personal grooming re-
tail businesses such as barbershops,
salons and tattoo shops by appoint-
ment only and at 50% capacity.

Also, nonessential retail stores can
open at 50% capacity with social dis-

tancing inside, employees wearing
masks and increased sanitation.

Paul Pautler, who lives in the Smith
Mountain Lake area, said no one
knows when the right time is to re-
open.

“At some point, you’ve got to re-
open,” Pautler said while he and his
wife, Beth, walked their dogs on the
trestle.

He expressed concerns about peo-
ple still dying every day from CO-
VID-19. If the number of deaths es-

calates, that could once again lead to
closures, the Pautlers pointed out.

“If things go south, we’ll be shutting
back up again,” Beth said, adding that
she thought the shutdowns were a
good idea.

However, “If I was a barber or a hair
[stylist], I’d sort of like to get my job
back,” Paul said.

The economy must be brought back
on its feet, Ahmed said.

PHASING IN
Dan River Region residents support reopening businesses with precautions
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Most residents who spoke to the Danville Register & Bee at the Riverwalk Trail on Sunday supported the phased reopening of Virginia,
phase one of which Gov. Ralph Northam outlined last week. It allows reopening of certain businesses across the state with restrictions.

Danville resident Hunter Cole supports the reopening of businesses and said people
are tired of being “cooped up” in their homes amidst restrictions imposed by Northam
during the coronavirus pandemic.
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By Michael Martz
Richmond Times-Dispatch

RICHMOND — Tucked in the
Southside Virginia countryside
along the North Carolina bor-
der, Greensville County is an
unlikely place for the highest
COVID-19 fatality rate in the
state.

Its 12,000 residents include
3,200 inmates in state correc-
tional facilities, but the county
isn’t dealing with a coronavi-

rus outbreak in the prison or
any long-term care facilities, as
other rural localities are experi-
encing.

Yet, seven Greensville resi-
dents have died from COVID-19,
a mortality rate of 60 deaths per
100,000 people — the highest in
Virginia. The adjoining city of
Emporia is second with three
deaths and a fatality rate of 59
deaths per 100,000 people.

“We’re appalled by the high
number in our locality,” Greens-

ville County Administrator
Brenda Parson said in an inter-
view on Thursday.

“There seems to be no expla-
nation really for why they are
so high,” Parson said of the 44
confirmed COVID-19 cases in
Greensville and 47 in Emporia.

Explanations are easier to find
in other rural Virginia localities
that COVID-19 has invaded with
deadly results.

From global to local, COVID-19 arrives in rural Virginia
Greensville County has the highest mortality rate from virus in the state
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Members from several area churches gathered at Warsaw United Methodist
Church on Friday to distribute food from the Community Food Pantry.


