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Kussow and senior teammates
Libby Gilmore and Presly Samz, as
well as junior Sidney Zehner, were
all members of that 2024 state
championship squad, as well. In
fact, all four of those players were
either first team or honorable men-
tion all-state.

I joked with a few people that I
could write a book about that one
game alone. At the very least, an
oral history might be needed some-
day. That was an instant classic,
and perhaps the greatest girls bas-
ketball game I’ve ever witnessed in
person.

Suffice it to say, it wasn’t a bad
winter for the ladies from Arrow-
head, as the school’s gymnastics
team got the good vibes started and
also brought home a state title after
winning the Division 1 team cham-
pionship in Wisconsin Rapids. The
Warhawks won their first state
title in 11 years with a score of
144.0164, beating out Franklin/
Muskego by 0.6664 points under the
guidance of Bob Pulkowski, who
also led Arrowhead to the
promised land in 2009 and 2010.

The following day, Arrowhead’s
Kendall Chuckel was third in the
all-around, while Lexi Hummer of
the Waukesha West co-op was fifth.
Chuckel’s teammate Journee
Carter was fifth in uneven bars.
Chuckel also finished in a tie for
fifth in the floor exercise with
Brookfield co-op junior Hailey
Schuneman, Brookfield senior
Maddy Johnson finished fourth on
the beam and Franklin/Muskego
senior Grace Hibler took fourth on
the floor.

Gymnastics is a sport I can’t even
fathom committing myself to con-
sidering the risks, the nagging
pain and the pressure that comes
with it. I can certainly see why so
many step away from the sport
before they get to college, let alone
reach high school. So major kudos
to all who not only made it to Wis-
consin Rapids earlier this month,
but brought home some hardware
to show for it.

For all the success Arrowhead
experienced this winter, nothing
can take the spotlight away from
Oconomowoc senior Kellen Wol-
bert, who became the 32nd wrestler
in WIAA history to win four state
titles. Wolbert joined Arrowhead’s
Keegan O’Toole as the only Wauke-
sha County wrestlers to go 4-for-4
at the high school level when he
earned a tech fall against Slinger’s
Samuel Gehring for the 152-pound
title at Division 1 and now looks to
continue his incredible athletic
career at Michigan later this year.

Arrowhead sophomore Zahn
Beal was also able to win gold at
120 pounds in Division 1, as was
LCL senior McAllister Ramage,
who got a takedown in overtime to
prevail at 132 pounds in Division 3.
It was the first state title for both
wrestlers. 

Muskego’s wrestling team also
came from the No. 6 seed at its
team sectional to reach the team
state tournament for the fifth
straight year. Brookfield Central’s
Marisa Roth (138 pounds) remains
the only girls wrestler from the
area to win gold in the short histo-
ry of its state tournament.

Speaking of droughts, this is
where the glass-half-empty part
comes.

Usually I’m writing this column
a week later, but area boys basket-
ball teams were officially shut out
of the state tournament for the sec-
ond straight season when both
New Berlin West and Brookfield
East fell in the sectional finals. The
last time a boys team from Wauke-
sha County failed to reach state
back-to-back years was 2011-12,
when the Milwaukee Public School
programs were still a major threat
and Germantown was on its rise to
the top.

Now, we’ve got Wisconsin
Lutheran and the Knueppel broth-
ers running Division 1. But pro-
grams like Arrowhead and Kettle
Moraine bring back a bunch of tal-
ent next season, Muskego surpris-
ingly made the deepest playoff run
out of any Classic 8 team, and
other perennial powers like Brook-
field Central and Pewaukee don’t
figure to be kept down long. So
we’ll see if a third straight year
without a team at state on the boys’
side can be avoided.

Area boys swimmers were also
shut out at state, something that
hadn’t occurred since 2015. But
Brookfield East/Central still
brought some hardware back home
down the road from Waukesha
South by finishing second in Divi-

sion 1 behind Middleton, which
claimed its third straight gold tro-
phy. Van Donkersgoed, who led the
Barracudas to the state title in
2022, stepped down as head coach
of the Brookfield co-op at the con-
clusion of the season.

In boys hockey, the Muskego Ice
Force co-op made its deepest play-
off run yet but fell in the sectional
finals to University School. It
marked the fourth time in the last
six years an area boys hockey pro-
gram failed to reach state, as
Brookfield made the trek west in
2024 and 2025.

No area girls team made it past
the regional round. Not since 2012
has an area girls hockey team
made it to state, as a co-op consist-
ing of Kettle Moraine, Brookfield
Central, Brookfield East,
Menomonee Falls, Mukwonago
and the Waukesha schools, among
others, qualified.

This isn’t simply listing short-
comings for the sake of listing
shortcomings. It’s to show how
good we’ve usually got it here in
Waukesha County. But there’s no
shortage of talent in sports like
basketball, hockey, swimming,
gymnastics and wrestling across
the state, so I suppose we’ve got to
spread the wealth every now and
then, hey?

Outside of the prep sports world,
the Carroll women’s basketball
team, led by Oconomowoc’s Natal-
ie Gricius, reached the second
round of the NCAA Division III
Tournament, qualifying for the Big
Dance for the second straight sea-
son. 

Speaking of March Madness,
look across both men’s and
women’s basketball, and you’ll find
plenty of area connections,
whether it be Pewaukee’s Milan
Momcilovic at Iowa State, Brook-
field Central’s Andrew Rohde at
Wisconsin, Seth Trimble of
Menomonee Falls at North Caroli-
na, Kettle Moraine’s Grace Gro-
cholski at Minnesota or New
Berlin West’s Meghan Schultz at
Wisconsin-Green Bay. In fact, Gro-
cholski and Schultz played against
one another in the first round of
the Division I tournament on Fri-
day.

Basketball might be in the eye of
the sports storm right now, but
don’t forget about the NCAA Divi-
sion I Wrestling Championships,
where Arrowhead alum Mitchell
Mesenbrink looks to defend his
title. He’s the top seed at 165
pounds and looking to become a
three-time All-American.

There were also some local con-
nections in the 2026 Milan Cortina
Olympics. Marcus Mueller (Brook-
field Central) competed in the two-
man luge and finished sixth with
teammate Ansel Haugsjaa, while
Pewaukee native Jadin O’Brien
took seventh in the two-woman
bobsled with gold medalist Elana
Meyers Taylor.

It was one jam-packed winter, to
say the least. But as of Friday, it’s
officially spring (Just step outside,
can’t you tell?), so bring on base-
ball, softball, golf, soccer, tennis,
track and lacrosse.

Winter

Freeman file photo

Arrowhead senior Journee Carter competes in the floor exercise at the WIAA Division 1 Individual State Gymnas-
tics Meet on March 7 at Lincoln High School in Wisconsin Rapids.

Freeman file photo

Muskego Ice Force junior Alex Goralski skates with the puck against Brookfield co-op senior Caden Mielke during
the first period of a WIAA Boys Hockey Sectional Semifinal on Feb. 24 at the Wilson Ice Arena in Milwaukee.

Best Athletes
Waukesha County’s best 20 winter high school athletes in 2025-26 as selected by The Freeman

Name School Sport Accomplishment

Dean Amble

Zahn Beal

Jake Burow

Journee Carter

Kendall Chuckel

Jayce Cook

Rogan Dewane

Henry Gruetzmacher

Grace Hibler

Giselle Janowski

Maddy Johnson

Maya Kovacic

Natalie Kussow

Logan Loppnow

TJ Platz

McAllister Ramage

Trey Resch

Ryan Wanner

Kellen Wolbert

Sidney Zehner

Arrowhead

Arrowhead

Lake Country Lutheran

Arrowhead

Arrowhead

New Berlin West

Muskego

Brookfield Central

Muskego

Arrowhead

Brookfield East

Brookfield East

Arrowhead

Brookfield Central

Brookfield East

Lake Country Lutheran

Arrowhead

Waukesha West

Oconomowoc

Arrowhead

Swimming

Wrestling

Basketball

Gymnastics

Gymnastics

Basketball

Hockey

Basketball

Gymnastics

Basketball

Gymnastics

Basketball

Basketball

Swimming

Basketball

Wrestling

Basketball

Swimming

Wrestling

Basketball

The senior was runner-up at state in
the 100-yard butterfly.

The sophomore won the Division 1
state title at 120 pounds.

The senior was named the Midwest
Classic Player of the Year.

The senior was fifth at state in uneven
bars for the state champions.

The sophomore was third in the all-
around and tied for fifth in floor.

The senior helped the Vikings reach
the Division 2 sectional final.

The junior forward helped the Ice
Force reach the D1 sectional final.

The senior forward was a first-team
all-conference pick in the GMC.

The senior was fourth in floor at state
for runner-up Franklin/Muskego.

The senior was a first-team all-state
selection for the state-qualifying Pirates.

The senior finished fourth on the bal-
ance beam at the state meet.

The senior was first-team all-state
and became East’s leading scorer.

The senior was first-team all-state
and the Classic 8 Player of the Year.

The junior finished top three in four
events at the state meet.

The senior was a first-team all-con-
ference selection in the GMC.

The senior won the state title at 132
pounds in Division 3 in overtime.

The junior was voted the Classic 8
Player of the Year.

The junior was runner-up at state in
the 200 free and medaled in 3 races.

The senior became the 32nd wrestler
in state history to win 4 state titles.

The junior was a first-team all-state
performer.

Best Teams
Waukesha County’s best five high
school teams for the 2025-26 winter
season, as ranked by The Freeman.

Arrowhead 
girls basketball

Arrowhead
gymnastics

Brookfield co-op
boys swimming

Franklin/Muskego
gymnastics

Muskego
boys wrestling

Coach Ron Reichle’s team defeated
Wauwatosa East in double OT for the
program’s second gold ball in 3 years.

Coach Bob Pulkowski’s team won its
first team state title since 2015 and
fourth in program history.

Coach Van Donkersgoed’s team
medaled in six events en route to fin-
ishing runner-up at state in Division 1.

Coach Katie Moore’s team brought
home the silver trophy after finishing
runner-up at state as a team in D1.

Coach Sean Fortmann’s team reached
the Division 1 team state tournament for
the fifth consecutive year.

Freeman graphic

1

2

3

4

5

Freeman file photo

Oconomowoc senior Kellen Wolbert takes down Slinger junior Samuel
Gehring in the Division 1 150-pound championship during the WIAA State
Individual Wrestling Tournament on Feb. 28 at the Kohl Center.


