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George CountyTimes
GCHS Class of 2020 

to receive diplomas May 21-22
In a break with tradition of

many years, due to the
COVID-19 pandemic
George County High
School’s Class  of 2020 will
be awarded their diplomas in
a different way on  May 21-
22.

The class of 260 graduat-
ing seniors has not been priv-
ileged to assemble together
as a class for any of the usual
spring senior activities. Due
to schools closing in mid-
March, there were no Senior
Prom, no spring sports, no
Class nights, no senior out-
ings and now no group
Commencement service to
receive diplomas, recogni-
tions, awards and scholar-
ships.

GCHS  Principal  Sid
Taylor announced in April
that due to COVID-19 the
usual gathering of students,
their families, relatives and
friends for commencement
exercises would not be held
this year.

He said “As a result of this
(COVID-19) modifications
have been made for the grad-
uation ceremony.” Plans
include two separate ‘drive-
thru ceremonies,’ one on
Thursday afternoon, May 21
and the other on Friday after-
noon,  May 22, each at 5 p.m.

in front of the GCHS office
building.

The May 21 diploma pres-
entation will include the Top
20 students, Collegiate
Academy students and
STEM academy students. 

Plans for the May 22 diplo-
ma presentation  include the
CAAB Academy Students
and HHS Academy Students. 

Taylor said that each grad-
uate will be allowed two
vehicles and given two tick-
ets, one for each vehicle.
Each vehicle will be required
to present a ticket to the law
enforcement officer in order
to drive through the line. 

Each vehicle will enter the
school property from
Antioch Church Road, and
law enforcement officers will
check tickets and direct driv-
ers on the route to follow to
reach the front of the school
building.

Vehicles which do not have
tickets will not be allowed to
proceed to the school build-
ing.  No large vehicles such
as buses, church vans/buses
or trailers will be allowed.
Only cars, trucks, SUVs and
family vans will be allowed.
No one will be allowed to
ride in the bed of a truck.

Only the graduating senior
will be allowed to exit the

vehicles. They will proceed
to the platform, be presented
their diploma and have a pro-
fessional photo taken, if
desired. They will then get
back into their vehicle and
proceed to the next station
where they will leave their
graduation robes and caps
and pick up their official
diplomas. 

All other occupants must
remain in their vehicles.

Top Three Students
Although the traditional

Commencement ceremony
includes a salute to the top
three students of the graduat-
ing class, this year their
recognition and speeches
could not be included. They
instead recorded their
speeches which will be aired
along with other traditional
commencement speeches on
106.9 WRBE radio station
before the start of graduation
each of the two nights.
WRBE will also broadcast
the names of the graduates as
they cross the stage.

The top three for 2020
includes Valedictorian
Christian Glass,  Salutatorian
Ashley Jenkins and Historian
Carly Pope. Their accom-
plishments and awards are
listed in the Graduation sec-
tion of this week’s Times.

Dr. Dayton Whites wears a mask
and so should you

By Nancy Jo Maples
When venturing in public

places, respected Dr. Dayton
Whites wears a mask and
gloves.

"I think if more people
would wear masks then oth-
ers would see them and get
onboard and wear them. We
all should be wearing them
when we are out and about,"
Whites, retired family physi-
cian and former mayor, said.
"At the present time, I feel
like wearing a mask is bene-
ficial to you as the wearer as
well as the people you come
in contact with."

Masks, according to
Whites and other experts,
should be made of thick
enough material or layered
enough to be nonporous. "If
you want to check whether
the material is porous, hold
it up to a bright light. If light
comes in, it is too porous,"
he said.

Unfortunately, some local
citizens are not wearing
masks. "They think they
won't get it (coronavirus),
but that's a false assump-
tion," the doctor said. He
added that citizens should
treat this disease seriously as
the economy reopens after
the governor's recent
Shelter- in-Place order.

Whites finds it frustrating
to hear citizens complain
about Dr. Anthony Fauci,
director of the National
Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases, who has
changed his initial stance
about mask wearing. Whites
said that "when research
proves you wrong, then
change your opinion," which
is what Fauci did. Fauci,
who has been highly publi-
cized in recent weeks as

national news sources have
reported on the coronavirus
pandemic and emerging
related matters, originally
stated that masks should be
reserved for healthcare
workers and that the general
public should not wear
masks. He has changed his
advice and told U.S. law-
makers in a hearing last
week that facial coverings
and masks should be worn
as there are times "when you
go to the drug store or the
grocery store and you need
some supplementation other
than just social and physical
distancing."

"Medicine is a practice,"
Whites said. "We see things
and then those things come
into a different light, and we
change our opinion. It both-
ers me for people to criticize
Fauci and the other experts
about whether or not to wear
masks because they are
learning new information,
and that is why their recom-
mendations change."

In February, Surgeon
General Jerome Adams
pleaded with the public to
stop buying masks for per-
sonal use. He even wrote on
Twitter that "they are not
effective in preventing the
general public from catching
coronavirus," and he urged
citizens to leave masks for
healthcare workers. How-
ever, as researchers and doc-
tors learned more about the
novel disease, Adams along
with leaders at the Center for
Disease Control and the
World Health Organization
said wearing masks, even
homemade masks, is a good
idea because the virus can
spread asymptomatically. In
other words, someone might

Joanie Evans
Seeks Reelection
For Election Comm.

Joanie Evans has author-
ized the George County
Times to announce that she is
a candidate for reelection for
Election Commissioner,
District 1 in the upcoming
November 3, 2020 General
Election.

Evans will issue her state-
ment in support of her candi-
dacy in a later issue of the
Times.

Theretha Neel McLemore Karen Long Monroe Woodie Frank SmithObituaries- A5

be a carrier of the disease
while not displaying symp-
toms of illness. Any droplets
from saliva or nasal pas-
sages could infect people
with whom they come into
contact. Adams has also
warned that wearing masks
does not replace social dis-
tancing and does not make it
appropriate to ignore the six-
feet rule.

Dr. Whites' wife, Susanne,
wears a mask whenever she
goes in public. "However, I

do 90 percent of our shop-
ping," he said. "I believe we
should limit our exposure by
only one person going out.
That doesn't mean it always
has to be the same person,
but there is no reason for
entire families to go out
shopping. It bothers me to
see a husband, wife and chil-
dren in our stores." Whites
also said shoppers should
not hesitate to contact store
managers in businesses
where employees fail to

wear masks "because those
managers are going to want
their customers to feel safe."

Good hygiene practices
will carry significant weight
in keeping away the virus,
according to Whites. Wear
gloves if available and dis-
card the gloves each time
you exit a store to keep
down cross contamination.
"Keeping your hands clean
is so important. If you don't
have gloves, use hand sani-
tizer when you leave a store
and squirt five or six drops
into your hands and rub
your hands thoroughly
together. It needs to be 70
percent alcohol. Even rub-
bing alcohol is a good disin-
fectant," he said. "However,
nothing beats soap and
water."

Experts recommend even
if a person uses hand sani-
tizer they should wash with
soap and water as soon as
possible. Best practices fol-
low the 20-second rule to
lather the soap in one's
hands, rub it between the
creases of fingers, scratch
the skin to get soap under-
neath fingernails and then
rinse away the soap with
warm water. Some people
are tempted to leave their
hands under running water
while attempting to wash
them. However, soap should
be allowed to lather during
the washing process before
rinsing. Soap's active agents
are what combat germs and
viruses. Rinsing should be
the final step.

Award-winning journalist
Nancy Jo Maples has been
writing about Mississippi
people and places for more
than 30 years. Contact her
at nancyjomaples@aol.com.

State working on election
day in COVID shadow

By Royce Armstrong
roycearmstrong1219@att.net

(228) 238-8005
With the COVID-19 pan-

demic dominating the news,
it seems the upcoming presi-
dential election is almost for-
gotten. In a little more than

160 days, November 3, vot-
ers will be going to the polls. 

Because of COVID-19,
voting may be a little differ-
ent this year, according to
Secretary of State Michael
Watson.  

“A key component of our

plan is urging the legislature
to adopt an additional absen-
tee excuse to allow
Mississippians to absentee
vote in person when they are
subject to a state of emer-
gency declared by the
Governor or President,”
Watson said. “Authorizing
voters to vote in-person
absentee when under a state
of emergency will lead to
our office partnering even
closer with Circuit Clerks to
possibly expand curbside
absentee voting to help limit
the spread of COVID-19 on
Election Day.

“I want Mississippians to
understand this is not a ploy
to implement early voting,”
Watson continued, “but a
temporary way to permit
those who are most at risk of
contracting COVID-19 a
safe opportunity to exercise
their right to vote.

“Election Day itself will
look a little different than
usual,” he explained, “but I
assure you the security of
your vote and your wellness
are our top priorities. We
may consider temporary out-
door facilities if traditional
polling locations are not
available. By voting in an
open-air environment, vul-
nerable populations would
be safer, and it would ensure
compliance with proper
social distancing measures.
Some of these measures
include safe capacity limits,
“one-in, one-out” lines,
cleaning machines between
each use, disposable mark-
ing devices for touch
screens, and providing readi-
ly available sanitizing sta-
tions. We also plan to make
sure all poll workers have
the necessary personal pro-
tective equipment and are in
communication with our
universities and private busi-
nesses about partnering to
provide these resources.”

...Dr Dayton Whites

Valedictorian Christian Glass,  Salutatorian Ashley Jenkins and Historian Carly Pope

Happy Graduation to the GCHS Class of 2020
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