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Obituaries-

A5 
Forrest Reubin Ball

Ola Mae “Toby” Bennett
Vicki Mizelle

Josephine Howell
Samuel “Sam” Herbert Rascoe Jr.

Alvin L. Brannon

George County Times

  This month’s Second Sat-
urday on June 12 will be 
a mixture of fan favorite 
vendors along with some 
new additions.
   The event will take place 
at its usual location in 
downtown Lucedale with 
Main Street blocked off 
for spectators to enjoy the 
evening.
 The theme  for June will 
be  the “Second Saturday 
Watermelon Festival” 
with free watermelon slic-
es while they last.
  A new addition will be 
the Largest Radio Wag-
on available for rides. 
Mississippi resident Ted 
Magnum built the wagon 
on an ambulance chassis, 
and it drives like a regu-
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 The Pascagoula River Wildlife Man-
agement Area (WMA) is understaffed, 
underfunded and undermaintained 
and a George County man is working to 
change that.
 Davy Murrah came before the George 
County Board of Supervisors on Mon-
day, asking the supervisors to prepare 
a resolution asking the Mississippi 
Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and 
Parks (MDWFP) for more support of 
the WMAs in southeast Mississippi.
   Murrah told the supervisors that his 
father, Herman Murrah, and a group of 
other far-sighted citizens had helped 
preserve the Pascagoula swamp some 
50 years ago, convincing the MDWFP 
to purchase more than 40,000 acres 
of swamp lands in George and Jackson 
counties.
  “For a while it was their shiny new 
toy,” he said, describing the roads, boat ramps, fishing piers and walking trails 
that were constructed. Area managers 
were put in place in both George and 
Jackson counties.
   Murrah said that as time has gone 
on, the WMAs have seen budget cuts 
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  It might be in her DNA. 
Linda is acutely aware of 
many things around her 
(like hearing the refrig-
erator door quietly open 
from the other end of the 
house), but she is totally 
oblivious to car care. Her 
idea of car care is drive 
until it quits and then get someone to fix it. She also 
drives at only one speed 
– pedal to the metal. If 
there is a pothole in the 
road and she is running 
70 mph, so be it. It should 
not have been in the way, 
tires and wheel alignment 
be damned.
  Discussions about it are 
short and to the point.
  “Is your car about due 
for an oil change?”
  “I don’t know.”
  “Have you checked the 
mileage?”   “No.”
 She has nearly the same 
concern when it comes to filling it with gasoline. 
I estimate 98 percent of 
the time I get in a car or 
truck after she has been 
driving it, it is running on fumes. I keep a five-gal-
lon can of gasoline in the 
garage just so I can be 
sure of making it to the 
gas station.
  “The low fuel warning 
light is on.”
  “Oh, it just came on 
before I parked it. We can 
still go another 50 miles.”  “When did you find that 
out, that time you ran out 
of gas on the I-10 bridge? 
You know that time when I had to bring down a five 
gallon can and pour it in 
with cars blazing by only 

Getting gassed up

lar vehicle. Tickets will be 
available for purchase to 
take a ride.
   Another highlight will be 
Farmers Market booths. 
Local farmers, who typi-
cally operate on Saturdays 
from sun-up to sell-out on 
the Courthouse lawn, will 
show off their best prod-
ucts at Second Saturday.
   Music will be provided 
by members of the Missis-
sippi Songwriter’s Associa-
tion.
  Other events will be food 
booths, face painting and 
corn hole games and more.
   Second Saturday, hosted 
by the Downtown Mer-
chants of Lucedale, will 
take place from 5:00 pm - 
8:00 pm

Watermelons, Radio Flyer, Farmer’s Market 
to highlight June Second Saturday

inches away at about 100 
mph?”
  Stoney silence.
  All our vehicles are old . 
. .  nearly ready for their 
‘Antique Vehicle’ plates. 
The fuel gauge in our “good” truck finally gave 
up the ghost a while back 
after only 15 years. No 
problem, I just use the 
trip meter to keep track 
of when it needs fuel. It 
will run about 350 miles 
on a tank of gas. I know 
that when it gets to about 
250 up to 300 miles on 
the trip meter it is time to 
head to the station.
  The other day I jumped 
in the truck after Linda 
had been driving it. Sure 
enough,  the trip meter 
read 298 miles. Wherev-
er I was going required 
a stop at the gas station first. 
   This was about the 
time a pipeline had been 
hacked and there were 
fuel shortages all around 
the country.
  I pulled into the station, 
put the hose nozzle in the truck fill tube and 
squeezed the lever. It 
immediately shut off. I 
tried it again, with the 
same result. And a third 
time. By this time I had 
pumped about $.85 worth 
of gas into the tank.  The first thought that 
came to mind was the 
station might be out of 
gas, but that didn’t make 
sense because the hose 
nozzles had not been 
bagged and a guy was 
pumping gas on another 
island.
  “Is your gas pumping 
OK?” I called to him.

  He looked at me like 
I was some kind of nut 
and turned away without 
answering.
  Deciding the pump 
wasn’t working, I got 
back into the truck and 
pulled around to a pump 
on a different island. I 
put the hose in the tank, 
squeezed lever and it 
immediately shuts off.  Next, I went into the 
station and told the 
cashier that I was having 
a problem pumping gas and explained the situa-
tion to her. She was a cute 
little girl that looked like 
she might be about 12 
years old. With a chipper 
attitude, she said, “Let 
me try,” and followed me 
back out to the pump.
  She put the nozzle into the fill tube and squeezed 
the lever.  Fifteen cents 
worth of gasoline spurted out of the fill tube and 
around the nozzle.
  She looked at me like 
she thought I might have 
escaped from some place 
with high fences and pad-
ded walls. “Sir, your tank 
is already full.”
  Turning 14 shades of 
crimson, I suddenly felt 
about three inches tall.
  “Don’t worry about the 
$.15,” she said in a voice 
begging me to get in the 
truck and leave. “I will 
take care of it.”
  Immediately I was on 
the phone to Linda.  “I filled it up. I guess I 
forgot to push the button 
on the trip meter,” she 
said nonchalantly.
    I am talking to our me-
chanic about a new gas 
gauge tomorrow.

year after year, stating the current 
Pascagoula River WMA budget is only 
$105,000 to maintain the 40,000 acres.
  Murrah said boat ramps have not been 
maintained, walking trails and unim-
proved roads are now overgrown and 
impassable. He said where once there 
had been an area manager in each 
county, now there was only one area 
manager, and that person is in Jackson 
County.
    It is not just the Pascagoula River 
WMA that is suffering, he said, noting 
there was only one area manager to 
maintain the Leaf River, Red Creek and Little Biloxi WMAs. He claims funding 
that could be coming to these WMAs 
is going to the Delta to promote duck 
hunting.
   Murrah said he is working with local 
state legislators and trying to organize 
public pressure on the MDWFP with a 
Facebook page. 
    The Facebook page is Friends of Pas-
cagoula River WMA.
  Board president Henry Cochran en-
couraged Murrah to keep working with 
state legislators, noting the county had 
no control over the MDWFP and the 
WMAs.
  No action was taken by the Board.

One of the many highlights of June’s Second Saturday celebra-
tion will be this Radio Flyer Wagon that drives like a regular car.  
Mississippi resident Ted Magnum built the wagon on an ambu-
lance chassis and will have it available for rides. Tickets can be 
purchased during the Second Saturday event held in downtown 
Lucedale from 5:oo p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
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   Anyone who travels 
much is familiar with the 
distinctive yellow signs 
with the big red hearts. 
Love’s Travel Stops offer 
truckers and motorists 
fuel, coffee, clean restau-
rants, good food and con-
venience stores packed 
with merchandise trav-
elers might need in more 
than 560 locations in 
more than 41 states. One 
may be coming to George County within the next 
year.
    Many of the details are 
still to be worked out, 
but the George Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors 
took care of one of those 
details during its regu-
lar monthly meeting on 
Monday. The Board ap-
proved a tentative plan 

to construct a wastewa-
ter line and lift station 
system from the inter-
section of Hwy. 98 and 
Hwy. 198 E along county 
road right-of-way to the 
county industrial park 
where it will connect to an existing wastewater 
line serving the indus-trial park. The effluent 
eventually ends up in the 
city-operated wastewa-
ter treatment plant.
   George County Com-
munity Development 
Director Ken Flanagan 
presented the Board 
with a letter from Love’s 
Travel Stops and Country 
Stores stating the com-
pany’s intention to build 
the travel stop featuring 
separate auto and truck 
entrances, RV parking 
stands and hookups, 
truck and auto fueling, a 
large convenience store, 

a franchise restaurant, a 
dog walking area, show-
ers and a laundry.
   While the plan is to 
build a smaller facility 
than many of its other 
locations, the Travel Stop 
is estimated to cost nine 
million dollars and em-
ploy about 30 full and 
part-time people.
  The proposed waste-
water line is estimated 
to cost $450,000 to con-
struct and will be paid by 
Love’s. Once construct-
ed, it will become county 
property.
   Flanagan said high-way traffic on Hwy. 98 
is about 10,000 vehi-
cles per day and one of 
the deciding factors for 
Love’s to locate in George 
County is the anticipated truck traffic serving the 
new Enviva wood pellet 
mill.

Love’s Travel Stop
to locate in George County


