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    There were more ques-
tions than answers at the 
George County Board of 
Supervisors meeting on 
Monday morning when 
it came to Hurricane Zeta 
storm debris and its dis-
posal.
  District Five Supervisor 
Henry Cochran presided 
over the meeting in board 
president Larry McDon-
ald’s absence. Cochran 
noted the individual beat 
road crews had removed 
all fallen trees and limbs 
from county roadways and 
piled the debris along road 
rights-of-way.
  District Four Supervi-
sor Larry Havard agreed, 
noting his crews were at a 
standstill until the county 
hears from FEMA.
  The Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agen-
cy (FEMA) is a separate 
agency within the U.S. 
Government’s Department 
of Homeland Security. 
FEMA’s role is to assess 
disasters such as fires, 
flooding, windstorms and 
hurricanes. 
    If the disaster is deter-

mined to be severe enough 
based upon criteria that 
includes population affect-
ed, economic impact and 
so on, the agency provides 
federal funding for relief 
assistance.
  Prior to Hurricane Zeta, 
FEMA had already made 
300 disaster declarations 
across the county in 2020, 
according to the FEMA 
website and provided 
more than $24 billion in 
relief assistance.
   FEMA representatives 
were in George County 
last week (the week of No-
vember 9 – 13) assessing 
the storm damage, accord-
ing to county Communica-
tions Director Ken Flana-
gan. County officials will 
be meeting with FEMA 
officials again later this 
week.
    At some point, this 
week or within the next 
few weeks FEMA will de-
termine if the damage in 
the county is sufficient to 
make a Disaster Declara-
tion. The Disaster Decla-
ration opens the door for 
FEMA to set forth guide-
lines and begin providing 
public and private assis-
tance.
  There seemed little doubt 

during Monday’s meeting 
that FEMA would make 
a Disaster Declaration for 
George and surrounding 
counties, although that 
possibility exists.
 Once the Disaster Dec-
laration has been made, 
FEMA will provide guide-
lines on how much the 
county can pay for debris 
removal, whether or not 
the county or the debris 
contractors can enter pri-
vate property to remove 
debris and dangerous bro-
ken limbs and trees.
    In the meantime, the su-
pervisors have advertised 
for contractor bids for the 
storm debris removal. Se-
lection of a contractor, 
based upon the bidding 
process, should be com-
pleted by the time the Di-
saster Declaration is made.
   Flanagan said the process 
could move along more 
quickly, but likely would 
not allow debris cleanup 
to begin before the second 
week in December.
   The process for this 
storm is different from 
what might be remem-
bered after Hurricane Ka-
trina. After Katrina FEMA 
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    Hurricane Zeta brought out 
the best in us, with neighbors 
helping neighbors clear trees 
from homes and roadways, 
sharing food, water, gaso-
line-powered electric gener-
ators and much more. “Hero” 
stories are everywhere.
    Among those stories must 
be the efforts of the crews 
working for the two electric 
power companies serving 
George County – Missis-
sippi Power and Singing 
River Electric Power Asso-
ciation. Many of them, with 
tree damage and no power 
to their own homes, worked 
16-hour days to restore pow-
er for others.
   For many, Hurricane Zeta 
was a surprise. It had lingered 
over the Yucatan Peninsula 
as a Category I hurricane be-
fore weakening and drifting 
into the Gulf as a tropical 
storm. Forecasts were look-
ing for it to strengthen back 
to  Category I levels just be-
fore making landfall at New 
Orleans and then degrade 
back to tropical storm status 
as it made its way up through 
Louisiana and Mississippi. It 
became much more severe 
than that.
 “SRE works with the Coast-
al Weather Research Center 
at the University of South 
Alabama to stay up to date 
on weather and storms track-
ing our way,” said Lorri 
Freeman, SRE Public Rela-
tions Manager. “We tracked 
the storm as it neared us and 
had good intel on what to ex-

pect and prepare for.”
   SRE began staging trucks 
and equipment and schedul-
ing crews for repair work af-
ter the storm. This including 
lining up crews from other 
power companies and con-
tract crews who do right-of-
way work.
   Few expected the fast-mov-
ing hurricane’s impact. In-
stead of quickly degrading 
into a tropical storm, it re-
mained a damaging hurri-
cane far inland with 80 – 85 
mph winds far inland and 
90 mph winds at the Mobile 
Airport.
  Winds pummeled George 
County for about two hours, 
from 8:30 p.m. until about 
10:30 p.m. Some 600 power 
poles were snapped off and 
all electrical substations in 
the county were down. For 
a few hours every roadway 
in the county was impass-
able because of fallen trees 
and limbs. Virtually every 
home and business in George 
County was without electri-
cal power.
  Across the SRE service 
area, which primarily in-
cludes Jackson, George and 
Greene counties, more than 
80 percent of the homes 
and businesses were with-
out power. Freeman said the 
service area includes 75,897 
meters and 62,388 of them 
were without electricity.
    SRE power crews were 
dispatched at 5 a.m. the fol-
lowing morning to give time 
for the storm to move out of 
the area and some prelimi-
nary road cleanup work to 
begin. These crews began 

working 16-hour shifts. They 
were joined by more than 
500 more linemen from 18 
other electrical co-ops from 
as far away as Illinois.
 “The tree damage was ex-
traordinary,” Freeman said. 
“We worked with contract 
right-of-way crews to have 
them work ahead of our line 
crews to remove trees and 
broken limbs so that our 
crews could restore service. 
Many times, however, our 
crews also had to remove 

tree damage because it was 
so widespread. That was an 
issue in George and Greene 
counties especially with im-
passible roadways. We also 
have camps and homes along 
the river that are only acces-
sible by boat.”
    There is an established 
protocol for where power is 
restored and in what order, 
according to Freeman.
    “We first work with our 
generation and transmission 
partners to restore transmis-

sion power lines, next is sub-
stations and then hospitals,” 
she said. “We then work to 
get gas stations and small 
stores on by restoring power 
to three-phase power lines. 
Following that, SRE crews 
work to repair tap lines and 
power lines leading to indi-
vidual homes. The overarch-
ing goal is to restore power 
to as many in as short a time 
as possible.”
    With an important na-
tional election coming up 

within days, another priority 
was polling places so people 
could vote.
   Power was restored to 
the first homes on Thurs-
day morning following the 
storm. SRE had successful-
ly restored power to 38,000 
members within the first 48 
hours. Power was restored to 
all who could receive power 
in non-recreational areas by 
around 8 p.m. on Sunday, 
November 8, a short 11 days 
after the storm. 

SRE Linemen restore power in Herculean effort

Journeyman lineman Stanley Fryfogle works to restore service to a SRE member in Brushy Creek. 
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    Apparently for lack of 
something better to do, gov-
ernors and mayors across 
the country are mandat-
ing masks, social distanc-
ing, lockdowns and more 
to curtail the burgeoning 
COVID-19 infections. Most 
of those mandates have 
failed to be effective so far 
during the pandemic with lit-
tle reason to believe they will 
be this time.
    In Mississippi the sev-
en-day average of new infec-
tions have jumped to more 
than 1,000 per day, reaching 
some of the highest levels 
since the pandemic began.
  Mayor Lightfoot of Chica-
go is attempting to mandate 
very limited Thanksgiving 
gatherings this year. Cali-
fornia governor Gavin New-
som has “hit the emergen-
cy brake” by closing some 
businesses, restricting others 
to only outdoor service and 
requiring virtually everyone 
to wear a mask when outside 
their home.  
   Joe Biden, if he becomes 
President, is talking about a 
nationwide mask mandate 
and more business shut-
downs. GOP governors, in-
cluding Gov. Tate Reeves 
have said they would not 
comply with Biden’s man-
dates.
    Reeves has extended his 
16-county mask mandate 
for Mississippians, however. 
That mandate does require 
wearing a face covering 
while inside a school build-
ing or classroom or when 
outdoors on a school cam-

COVID-19 spikes to highest levels so far
pus when it’s not possible 
to maintain six feet of social 
distancing.
     Counties where masks 
are required while in public 
places include Chickasaw, 
Claiborne, Desoto, Forrest, 
Harrison, Jackson, Jones, 
Lamar, Leake, Lee, Madi-
son, Marshall, Itawamba and 
Neshoba.
     Residents in these coun-
ties will be required to wear 
a mask in all public areas 
where it’s not possible to 
maintain six feet of distance. 
In addition, all private and 
public social gatherings will 
be limited to 10 people while 
indoors and 50 people out-
doors.
    Social gatherings and rec-
reational activities are limit-
ed to groups of no more than 
20 people in a single indoor 
space or groups of no more 
than 100 people in an out-
door space where people not 
in the same household are in 
close proximity.
  These guidelines do not 
apply to religious entities, 
voting precincts, students 
in classrooms or gatherings 
governed by other capacity 
limitations.
    On Sunday, November 15, 
there were 589 new cases of 
the disease reported state-
wide with two new deaths. 
So far, during this pandem-
ic, there have been 134, 898 
cases of the disease reported 
statewide. There have been 
3, 545 deaths.
    The seven-day average for 
last week in Mississippi was 
1,089 new cases per day with 
14 deaths.
   George County has seen 
1,159 cases of the disease 

with 22 deaths since March.
   George Regional Hospi-
tal CEO Greg Havard said 
on Tuesday, Nov. 17, there 
were five COVID-19 pa-
tients in the hospital. He said 
outbreaks were much worse 
north of George County with 
hospitals in Jackson and Hat-
tiesburg beginning to fill up. 
He said hospitals across the 
state are beginning to fill up. 
Hospitals in Louisiana are 
filled and asking to transfer 
some patients to Mississippi 
facilities.
   According to the John 
Hopkins Coronavirus Re-
source Center there have 
been 11,214,231 cases of 
the disease diagnosed in the 
U.S. with 247,356 deaths. 
Worldwide there have been 
55,192,409 confirmed cases 
with 1,330,205 deaths.
     In the surrounding coun-
ties the COVID-19 cumu-
lative totals are as follows:  
Greene – 559 confirmed cas-
es and 19 deaths;   Hancock 
– 1,071 confirmed cases and 
34 deaths; Harrison – 6,453 
confirmed cases and 101 
deaths; Jackson – 5,763 con-
firmed cases and 105 deaths; 
Pearl River –1,327 con-
firmed cases and 65 deaths; 
Perry – 601 confirmed cas-
es and 24 deaths; and Stone 
with 632 confirmed cases 
and 14 deaths.
    The good news is two 
pharmaceutical companies, 
Pfizer and Moderna have 
both developed vaccines 
that appear to be more than 
90 percent effective in pre-
venting an infection. These 
vaccines should be ready for 
distribution by the end of the 
year.

County still in limbo
 on debris cleanup
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