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Supervisors travel to Japan 
to promote agriculture and industry

By Royce Armstrong
roycearmstrong1219@att.net

(228) 238-8005
Exporting local agriculture

and importing new industry
were the two main topics for
George County Supervisors
during a recent whirlwind
trip to Japan.

“This is the most aggres-
sive economic development
trip our County has organ-
ized since I’ve been on the
Board,” Supervisor Henry
Cochran explained. “We are
trying to strike while the iron
is red hot on Enviva and our
Industrial Park.”

The County’s delegation
met with five Japanese
organizations/businesses in
just two days in three differ-
ent cities (Osaka, Himeji and
Kobe.)

One of the trip’s highlights
was a port tour of large stor-
age silos that will hold
Enviva Lucedale wood pel-
lets after coming across the
Pacific Ocean. The port is
also planning major
upgrades to the off-loading
ship facilities.

Supervisor Larry
McDonald says it’s clear;
these industries are excited
about receiving this new
source of biomass fuel.

“The investments being
made in Mississippi are also
being made in Japan right
now. They all know Enviva’s
name. They all know the
wood pellets are coming
from Mississippi. The pellets
made in George County are
truly going to be an interna-
tional export,” McDonald
said.

George County made local
and regional business head-
lines less than a month ago
when Enviva Lucedale broke
ground on a new $140 mil-

lion biomass facility in
George County Industrial
Park.

Wood pellets and local tim-
ber were not the only exports
discussed during the devel-
opment trip. County officials
also met with Mississippi
Development Authority
(MDA) representatives to
discuss the potential for local
produce being exported to
Japan. 

“This was just the introduc-
tion, the start of new conver-
sations, but there is some
agricultural potential here.
Wood pellets opened this
international door to the
County, and we are starting
to push it open a little bit
wider,” Supervisor Kelly
Wright added.

Supervisors also took the
opportunity to promote the
advantages of the George
County Industrial Park with
several Japanese representa-
tives. They described
improved railroad access,
close connection to the Port
of Pascagoula, two Project
Ready sites within the park
and major capacity improve-
ments related to water vol-
umes, electric power and
natural gas.

“This was also a great
opportunity to listen to their
feedback and thoughts. Their
representatives know the
market. We also asked,
‘What do we need to do
next?’ Their answers were
very insightful for the whole
Board,” Cochran said.

Staying with long standing
Japanese tradition, the
County presented each host
business with gifts including
pottery made from Red
Creek clay by MGCCC
instructors and local pecans
from the Lucedale Farmers

Market.
Supervisor Fred Croom

says in many ways this was a
reciprocal invitation for
supervisors to visit Japanese
businesses. The County had
hosted several delegations
from Japan in March 2018
and November 2018 with
Industrial Park site tours,
utility updates and a formal
sit - down presentation that
included hot green and black
tea for guests. 

“It was really something to
see familiar faces as we
walked into meetings in
Himeji and near Kobe. We
were on the outside of the
world reconnecting with
business associates. They
remembered all sorts of
details and shared stories
about their visits to
Lucedale, George County
and the South,” Croom said.

Another Japanese delega-
tion is tentatively expected to
visit George County in
Spring/Summer 2020.

“Whether you’re shaking
hands with a buyer across the
county or in the global mar-
ketplace, agricultural com-
merce requires trusted rela-
tionships,” said Mississippi
Agriculture Commissioner
Andy Gipson. “We host trade
delegations from foreign
countries frequently in
Mississippi; sometimes they
host us there. And the rela-
tionships that develop pro-
vide the necessary confi-
dence to do business with
each other. And sometimes,
sitting down at the table to
finalize one deal leads to dis-
cussions and opportunities
about future deals. I’m excit-
ed about the future of Enviva
and the markets around the
world for Mississippi timber

(Continued on A-5)

A George County delegation made a whirlwind trip to Japan recently. Shown
are left to right Larry McDonald, Fred Croom, Henry Cochran,\a MDA repre-
sentative in Osaka, Ken Flanagan, Cammie Brannan Byrd and Kelly Wright dis-
cuss the future of imports and exports between Japan and Mississippi. 

Photo by Ken Flanagan

Chancery Judge Mark Maples

is Christmas Parade Grand Marshal

. . .Chancery Judge Mark Maples

Lucedale’s 2019 Christmas
parade will be sponsored by
Lucedale Rotary Club on
Saturday, Dec. 7  beginning
at 6 p.m.

Leading this year’s parade
as Grand Marshal will be
Chancery Judge Mark
Maples, who serves  Place 3
in the 16th Judicial District,
which includes George,
Greene and Jackson coun-
ties. 

He and his wife Nancy Jo
will be riding in his 2006
truck named Rudolph.
Interestingly, Rudolph is
usually seen at the end of the
parade pulling the Santa
float, but this year he will
lead the parade.

Maples’ truck was named
Rudolph a few years ago
when it was used to pull the
Santa float through the
parade. Usually the Santa
float is pulled by Lucedale’s
antique fire truck, but on that
occasion, it malfuntioned
after a bird nest inside the
engine caught fire and the
fire truck  couldn’t be used.
It was Maples’ truck to the
rescue.

“I am most thankful to the
Rotary Club for choosing me
to serve as Grand Marshal
and represent Rotary Club
and serve the community,”
said Maples, who says he
enjoys the holiday season.

“Christmas is the most
wonderful time of the year,
and the holiday season will
start in Lucedale with the
parade,” he said.   

Maples is no newcomer to
Christmas parades. In addi-
tion to  filling in by pulling
the Santa float several years
ago, as a Rotary Club mem-
ber, he has walked with other
Rotarians along the parade
route many times and has
ridden on floats in the past.

Maples is a native of
Lucedale, son of the late
Judge Darwin and Minnie
Ellen Maples, who also rode
in the Christmas parade as
Grand Marshals  in the early
2000s.

He is a 1982 graduate of

Mississippi College School
of Law, a 1979 graduate of
the University of
Mississippi, a 1977 graduate
of Mississippi Gulf Coast
Community College and a
former president of their
Alumni Association and a
1975 graduate of George
County High School.

Shortly after his law
school graduation he opened
his law practice in Lucedale.
He has been an attorney for
37 years. His career has also
included Chancery-related
legal work such as family
law cases, probate, land and
real estate transactions and
other work. A highlight of his
career was in 1988 when he
was George County’s prose-
cuting attorney in the Bethel
Children’s Home  case. 

“I grew up with my parents
teaching me how important it
is to help people,” he said.
“And throughout my career I
have tried to do that. I have
tried to serve the people, and
people have been very good
to me.” He said he tried to
give back to the community
and do his  part.

“I’ve had the good fortune
of assisting all our district
attorneys in three counties
try a variety of criminal
cases. This interested me in
seeking the office last year of
Chancery Judge for Place 3
in the 16th Judicial District,”
he said. He was elected and
sworn into office last
January.

“Over the years I have
come to realize that many
people who find themselves
in court have issues they can-
not resolve and wind up in
court. Often it’s been good
people who are at a  difficult
time in their lives, dealing
with an unpleasant issue. I
found I could use my posi-
tion in working through their
problems and help people.

Maples and his wife
Nancy Jo (Buntyn) have
three children: Gus, Mollie
and Ben. 

A lifelong member of First
United Methodist Church in

Lucedale, he previously
served as member and chair
of Church Council, member
and chair of pastor-staff rela-
tions, member and chair of
Board of Trustees, member
of Finance Committee, for-
mer lay leader and former
Sunday school teacher.

Maples holds the rank of
Eagle Scout and is a Boy
Scout Silver Beaver recipi-
ent. 

He has participated and
supported Cub Scout and
Boy Scout programs for
more than 50 years. He is a
former assistant Scout
Master for Scout Troop #25,
member of Pine Burr Area
Council executive committee
and on the  Troop Committee
of Scout Troup #25. 

“The Maples family has
always been big supporters
of the Boy Scout and Eagle
programs,” he said. His sons
and other men in the family
were Boy Scouts and most
became Eagle Scouts.

He is also an avid support-
er of Girl Scouts. (His per-
sonal motto is “Never say no
to a Girl Scout especially
when she is selling cook-
ies!”)

His community service
includes 12 years as coach of
youth soccer and baseball
teams, 19 years as member
of Lucedale Rotary Club and
past president, member and
past master of R.P. Bowen
Lodge #430 and a volunteer
with and avid blood donor
for American Red Cross.

He has  also served 28
years as County Prosecuting
Attorney for George County,
18 years as George County
Board of Education attorney,
29 years as Singing River
Electric Cooperative attor-
ney and 30 years as title
agent for Mississippi Valley
Title Insurance Company. 

Maples is also a member
of the Mississippi Bar
Association,  the George-
Greene County Bar
Association and  the Jackson
County Bar Association.

Christmas tree lighting 
ceremony slated Dec. 6

On the heels of
Thanksgiving this week,
plans are being announced
for Lucedale’s  Christmas
tree lighting on Friday
evening, Dec. 6 at 5:30 p.m.

The lighting ceremony
will be held on Main Street
in the Coffee Pot parking lot
across from the George
County School District
office. The public is invited.

Mayor Darwin Nelson
said that some local enter-
tainers are being scheduled.
More information will be
announced next week.

In  addition,  Mayor
Nelson and First Lady Dana
Nelson will lead the specta-
tors in singing Christmas
carols. 

Additional holiday events
are being planned for the

weeks ahead.
Christmas parade
Lucedale’s Christmas

parade will be held on
Saturday, Dec. 7 at 6 p.m.

Registration deadline to
participate in the parade is
Wednesday, Nov. 27 at 5
p.m. at City Hall. 

This year’s parade theme
is “Miracle on Main Street.” 

Please pass the ketchup
By Royce Armstrong

roycearmstrong1219@att.net
(228) 238-8005

Thanksgiving was going to
be a special one that year.
My three brothers and our
families were going to be

together at Mom’s, some-
thing that has almost never
happened. Each of our lives
have taken very different
directions, and we are scat-
tered across the U.S. from
Hawaii to Iowa, Mississippi

and Florida, and Mom still in
our Illinois family home.
Years had passed since we
had all been together, and we
each had nieces and nephews
we had never seen.
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