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   At age 91, Doris Alexan-
der appeared before the 
George County Board of Su-
pervisors on Monday and 
stated that in her lifetime 
she had experience a great 
deal, including the right for 
an equal education and the 
right to vote.
   Alexander, a retired teach-
er and apparently tireless 
community activist and 
child advocate, is black. 
She was born in a time of 
Jim Crow laws and segre-
gation. She attended differ-
ent schools from her white 
counterparts, went to a 
different church, could not 
eat in whites only restau-
rants or even drink from 
the same water fountains. 
She can point to the graves 
of ancestors who grew up 
in slavery, only a couple of 
generations removed from 
her own life. And while she 
did not experience slav-ery firsthand, she did live 
through the inequities of 
its aftermath.
    Alexander was one of 
14 members of a citizens 
group that came to request flags with the stars and 
bars depicting the Con-federate battle flag be re-
moved from the Confeder-
ate Soldier’s Memorial on 
the courthouse lawn.
  The stars and bars of the Confederate battle flag 
hold real meaning for her. 
It is a message of hate and 
oppression.   The flag and its various 
iterations hold a vastly 
different message for Karl 
Smith, with the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans.

Citizens group may seek 

Civil Rights Memorial

Quilts of Valor
    awarded to veterans. . .
Quilts of Valor were awarded to the following veterans on Thursday, March 
18, 2021 at the Lucedale City Park:  Anita McLeod awarded to Stacey Ford,  
Jennifer Walker awarded to Louis Valentine, Carolyn King awarded to 
Edith Ann Roberts and Frank Roberts. A Quilt of Valor is a handmade quilt  

awarded to a Service Member or Veteran who has been touched by war.
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  As of Tuesday morning, 
there were no COVID-19 
patients in the George Re-
gional Hospital COVID unit, 
according to health sys-
tems CEO Greg Havard. The 
hospital, which includes 
facilities in both Leakes-
ville and Wiggins, has now 
given more than 10,500 of 
the COVID-19 vaccination 
shots.  Another round of first dose 
vaccine shots has been 
scheduled at the George 
County Fairgrounds on 
Wednesday, April 21, Ha-
vard said. 
     The vaccine is given by 
appointment only at no 
cost. To make an appoint-
ment, please go to the 
hospital website at www.
georgere gional.com. If 
you do not have access to 
a computer, please ask a 
family member, a friend or 
someone from your church 
to help you set up an ap-
pointment.
    Mississippians aged 16 
and older are eligible for 
vaccination, according to 
the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Health website.
  Persons younger than 
18 should make a drive-
through site appointment 
or visit a private healthcare 
provider for COVID-19 vac-
cination to ensure that they 
receive a vaccine approved 
for their age, the website 
continues.
  COVID-19 vaccinations 
are provided to Mississippi 
residents only, or to out-of-
state residents who work 
in Mississippi.
  Persons who have had se-
vere reactions from previ-

Vaccinations continue 
as COVID fades
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  Drivers on Hwy. 198 E are 
being asked to slow down 
for the next few weeks. 
The speed limit is being 
reduced from 55 mph to 
45 mph east of the inter-
section at Multimart. Con-
struction is beginning on 
the roughly $1.4 million 
truck entrance to the new 
Enviva plant which is now 
also under construction.
    The good news is there 
will be no lane closures, ac-
cording to George County’s 
Communications Director 
Ken Flanagan. “There may 
be some very short-term 
delays,” Flanagan said, “as 
the contractor moves and 
positions pieces of equip-
ment and materials.”
   When the Enviva wood 
pellet plant is up and run-
ning by next year it is 
expected that up to 200 
trucks will be hauling wood 
into the plant for process-
ing each day. To accommo-date that volume of traffic 
a new eastbound turn lane 

Work begins 

on Enviva 

truck entrance

    Smith, who can also trace 
his family roots in this area 
back to the Civil War era, sees the flag in a much dif-ferent way. He sees the flag 
as a symbol of suffering and sacrifice during the “War of 
Northern Aggression.”   “That flag is one of the 
most abused symbols,” he 
told the Board, saying it had 
been used by hate groups. 
“The KKK is the worst en-
emy we (Sons of Confeder-
ate Veterans) have.”
   Smith told the Board that 
Mississippi sent 72,000 
young men, both black and white, to fight for the Con-
federacy and about two-
thirds of them never came 
home. He said, unlike the 
Union Army, the Confeder-
ate Army was not segregat-
ed.
   The Memorial was paid 
for and donated by the 
Sons of Confederate Veter-
ans as a means of remem-bering the sacrifice the 
area that is now George 
County made during that 
period in history. Many of 
the men whose names are 
listed on that memorial 
have descendants who still 
live in George County.
   The Memorial is an obe-
lisk listing the names of 
veterans from the area who 
fought in the Confederate 
Army. It is surrounded by a series of historical flags. The flags that are flying in-
clude the “Stars and Bars” first flag of the Confedera-
cy, the “Stainless Banner” second flag of the Confed-
eracy, the “Stainless Ban-ner with Red Bar” third flag 
of the Confederacy and the U.S. flag. A representation 
of the Confederate Battle 

Flag is also flown on Con-
federate Memorial Day.
 “The memorial was pro-
posed by a local group and 
discussed during three 
regularly scheduled Board 
meetings with no objec-
tions from the public,” for-
mer Board president Larry 
McDonald said during an 
earlier interview. “The me-
morial was not intended 
to offend anyone. All of the 
project's major features 
were paid for with private 
funds. The Courthouse 
Square also features pri-
vately funded memorials 
for World War II and Law 
Enforcement."
 In June 2020, the state 
Legislature passed a bill 
retiring the Mississippi state flag. That flag, which 
was created and adopted in 
1894, includes a represen-
tation of the Confederate battle flag, the blue cross 
or “X” with 13 white stars in a field of red in the up-
per left-hand corner. Mis-
sissippi was the last of the 
13 states from the former 
Confederacy to give up the emblem on an official state flag. The resolution 
and bill Governor Reeves 
signed retiring the 1894 state flag, does not appear 
to reference displays of the 
emblem in museums or on 
historical markers.
    Dr. Dana Hill, a spokes-
person for the citizens group asked first that the flags bearing the Confed-
erate battle emblem be re-
moved from the memorial 
and then suggested her 
group may request a Civ-
il Rights Memorial also be 
erected on the Courthouse 
lawn.

ous vaccines or injectable 
medication should not take 
the vaccine.
  Anyone who has had any 
other type of vaccina-
tion in the last two weeks 
should not be vaccinated 
against COVID-19. Make 
a COVID-19 vaccination 
appointment at least two 
weeks after receiving any 
other vaccination.
 To date 1,325,813 Missis-
sippians have received at 
least one dose of the vac-
cine. Of those, 541,241 
people have received both 
doses of the vaccine. That 
is nearly 19 percent of the 
state’s population.
  As of 3 p.m. on Monday, 
183 new cases of the dis-
ease with 18 deaths were 
reported statewide. The 
day before 70 new cases 
with no deaths were re-
ported. Hospitalizations 
were about equal with the 
previous week at 163. The 
seven-day average of new 
cases has fallen to 209, 
down from 231 the week 
before and 283 the week  
before that.
   Nationally, there have been 30,793,627 confirmed 
cases of the disease since 
the pandemic began with 
555,735 deaths. Statewide 
there has been 306,341 confirmed cases with 7,073 
deaths. Countywide, there have been 2,368 confirmed 
cases of the disease with 46 
deaths.
    In the surrounding coun-
ties the COVID-19 cumula-
tive totals are as follows:  Greene – 1,293 confirmed 
cases and 33 deaths;   Han-cock – 3,703 confirmed cas-
es and 84 deaths; Harrison – 17,418 confirmed cases 
and 299 deaths; Jackson 

– 13,054 confirmed cases 
and 242 deaths; Pearl Riv-er –4,395 confirmed cases 
and 139 deaths; Perry – 1,246 confirmed cases and 
38 deaths; and Stone with 1,776 confirmed cases and 
30 deaths.

exiting Hwy. 198E into the 
plant will be constructed 
along with a westbound 
center turn lane.
   Most of the money for the 
project comes from a feder-
al grant. The U.S. Economic 
Development Administra-
tion awarded the grant two 
years ago, in 2019. 
  The rest of the funding for 
this project and major ren-
ovation of G.M. Luce Road 
leading to the south en-
trance into the pellet plant 
comes from BP Restore 
Funding. The BP funding 
is money paid to the state 
by BP after the Deepwater 
Horizon Oil Spill in 2010. 
That money is being dis-
tributed among the Missis-
sippi coastal counties, with 
George County receiving a 
share.
  Flanagan said safety sig-
nage went up a month ago. 
Work will begin this week 
with drainage improve-
ments in the Hwy. 198 
right-of-way.
  Drivers are asked to be 
aware and drive with cau-
tion.

George County Rebels...
Christian Passeau connects on a pitch during a 
recent game for the George County Rebels. The 
Rebels hosted Meridian Tuesday night in a dis-
trict game before traveling to the Wildcats this 
Friday night. Saturday George County will travel 
to East Central followed by a home district game  
against Oak Grove Tuesday, April 12. 
                                 (Photo courtesy of Krista Howell)
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