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George CountyTimes
Rebel football program shut down for 2 weeks

Activities set for Halloween night

By Nancy Jo Maples
Calling all pirates, princesses and

wannabee witches! Halloween is almost
here. If you want to join the fun there are a
few options for trick-or-treating in the
Lucedale area.

The Lucedale Police Department has
declared trick or treat hours 6 p.m. until 8
p.m., Sat., Oct. 31. Residents participating in
candy giveaways should leave on porch
lights to signal that guests are welcome.

Two other options are available to children
at Milton Murrah Ball Park on Cowart Street,
also set between the hours of 6 and 8 p.m.
The events, not city-sanctioned, were
planned to replace the annual "Treats in the
Streets" that is not being conducted this year
due to COVID-19 concerns.

"Treats at the Ball Park" is being sponsored
at the baseball complex by the Great
Southern Sports Association (GSSA) and the
Jamie Dunn Outreach Program for Kids.
GSSA is the organization operated by Kim
and Dennis Shoemaker and contracted by the
city to manage baseball events. 

The Jamie Dunn foundation helps under-

privileged children and was started by Kim
in memory of her son who was killed in a
four-wheeler accident. 

Go Church, located on Main Street in
downtown Lucedale, is hosting "Fall
Carnival" at the George County Soccer
Complex next door to the baseball complex.
The two organizations welcome guests to
experience both happenings with the ball
fields in such close proximity. Both events
are free.

Expect to find plenty of candy at the GSSA
event as a dozen businesses and organiza-
tions have already committed to sponsoring
candy booths. They also plan to have a jump
house and slide and will show a movie on a
big screen at 8 p.m. Movie details were still
being finalized at press time.

Next door at the soccer complex more
candy and kids' prizes will be given away.
The Go Church, pastored by Jason
Blackwell, will have carnival games like ring
toss, bowling, fish bowl pong, can knock-
down and a cake walk. Members will be dis-
tributing cotton candy, popcorn, prizes, bibli-
cal scriptures and candy treats.

Supervisors approve rail bid

and discuss other matters
By Nancy Jo Maples

Several matters consumed
Monday's middle of the
month meeting of the George
County Board of Supervisors
including industrial park rail
construction, rural internet
offerings, charging for fin-
gerprints and more.

Kevin Yates, project engi-
neer for the Industrial Park
Railroad Improvement
Project, announced nine bids
were received to construct
better rail lines in the indus-
trial park on Evanston Road.
Continental Rails, Inc. of
Hattiesburg was the low bid-
der at $1.6 million, although
the bid had minor errors and
informalities. Larry Havard,
District 4, motioned, with a
second from Frankie
Massey, District 1, to waive
the informalities and accept
the bid. All approved.

Mobilization of rail con-
struction equipment is
expected to start by the end
of the year. Ken Flanagan,
Community Development
Director, said Mississippi
Export Railroad has already
begun its part of the rail proj-
ect. The county is upgrading
800 linear feet of existing
track and laying 2,500 feet of
new track. The county rails
and Mississippi Export's
rails will meet at the entrance
to Tri-State Road. The proj-
ect is part of the park's prepa-
ration for the opening of the
new Enviva pellet mill plant.

The new and improved rail
lines meet the same stan-
dards set by train corpora-
tions like Canadian National
and CSX. "This is the most
significant rail upgrade
inside the park since the mid-
1980s," Flanagan said.
Construction is expected to
be complete before next
September when Enviva

plans to begin day-to-day
operations.

In other matters, Joe Miller,
founder and chief executive
officer of DSL by Air, pre-
sented information about his
18-year-old company that
serves high speed internet
over the airwaves to cus-
tomers in rural communities
currently unserved by inter-
net service providers. Miller
said he has a total of 1,000
customers in 13 Mississippi
counties as well as a few
across the state lines of
Alabama and Louisiana.

Miller recently installed a
tower in the Barton commu-
nity that will provide internet
service to Barton, Basin and
Benndale. That service, pow-
ered by solar panels, will be
available the first of
November, he said, at the
rate of $75 per month. Miller
said his service is not a satel-
lite service, but instead is a
fixed wireless broadband
that would require a mounted
dish. He added it is similar to
cellular service as "it runs
through the air." District 2
Supervisor Kelly Wright said
it was his understanding that
Miller wanted to enter a part-
nership with the county. "I'm
not here selling you anything
today. I'm just giving you
knowledge," Miller said.

George County Sheriff
Keith Havard informed the
Board of Supervisors on
Monday the number of peo-
ple from the general public
wanting fingerprints contin-
ues to rise. "We currently do
not charge for this so natural-
ly we get all the business,"
Havard said. "We've got 25
scheduled in the next couple
of days."

The City of Lucedale
Police Department charges
$5 per person. Most of the

fingerprint requests are asso-
ciated with background
checks for employment pur-
poses. Board members voted
unanimously to allow the
sheriff's department to begin
charging $5 per person based
on a motion by Massey.
"And let's make it clear that
we are just doing what the
city has already been doing,"
Massey said.

Bobby Fairley, Warden for
the George Regional
Correctional Facility, pre-
sented an estimate for
$84,486 from Air Specialty
to clean the correctional
facility's HVAC supply and
return air ducts. Fairley said
COVID-19 funds have been
set aside for the state's 15
regional jails and that he had
gotten written confirmation
that George County would
be reimbursed for this
request. Supervisors rejected
the bid telling Fairley that at
least three bids were legally
required for work exceeding
$50,000. Fairley will obtain
additional bids and report
back to the board.

Fairley also reported to the
board he has received word
that 40 new inmates will
soon be sent to the GRCF;
however, he had no confir-
mation regarding the previ-
ously promised increase in
funding per prisoner.

The county was also pre-
sented an invoice from the
City of Lucedale for $10,024
related to the Tax Increment
Financing (TIF) for work on
Ventura Drive for access to
Walt Massey Chrysler,
Dodge, Jeep and Ram. The
county owes that amount
annually for the next 10
years. Havard questioned
why the turn lane and other
road improvements were not
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Strollin’ the streets set Saturday night
Downtown shops and restaurants will stay

open late this Saturday night as storekeepers
celebrate with deals and discounts during
"Strollin' the Streets."

The event will be Oct. 24 from 5 until 9
p.m.

Streets will remain open to automobile traf-
fic as the event is not city-sanctioned. The
occasion is solely merchant sponsored as the

popular Second Saturdays events sponsored
by the city and the Downtown Merchants
Association have been canceled due to
COVID-19 concerns.

State guidelines regarding social distancing
and health/hygiene safety will be followed.
Merchants are expected to offer markdowns
and sidewalk sales. No food vendors will be
set up.
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The George County Rebel football team received
some bad news just as the JV team was starting to
warm up for their Monday night game at Ocean
Springs. Load up and return to George County. The
schools had just received word that another Rebel
football player had tested positive for COVID-19.
This positive case put players within the football pro-
gram at three cases, which the CDC and the
Mississippi Department of Health identifies as an
outbreak. 
“Due to the number of positive cases for COVID-19

(staff and athletes) reported in our football program,
the George County High School football team will be
quarantined for the next two weeks,” said
Superintendent Wade Whitney in a statement
released on Tuesday.

The Rebels were forced to forfeit games against
Terry (Oct. 24 -Homecoming) and Petal (Oct. 30).

Homecoming activities have been changed to take
place Nov. 6,  when the Rebels host Meridian for the
final game of the season. 


