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Caleb Howell seeks
reelection to Dist. 2
Election Comm.

Caleb R. Howell has
authorized the George
County  Times to announce
that he is a candidate for
reelection for Election
Commissioner District 2 in
the November 3, 2020
General Election.

Howell will release his
statement in a later edition of
the Times.

Local attraction desperately needs help
By Royce Armstrong

roycearmstrong1219@att.net
(228) 238-8005

One of George County’s
most popular recreational/
tourist attractions is rotting
away and in danger of being
closed. In fact, parts of it are
already closed.

Sections of the board walk
that make up portions of the
nature trail through the
Lucedale Depot Creek
Greenway have rotted and
become unsafe for foot traf-
fic. The boardwalk is about
12 years old and needs some
serious repairs. At a mini-
mum, decking boards and
sections of hand railing need
replacing, according to Judy
Steckler, the executive direc-
tor of the Land Trust for the
Mississippi Coastal Plain,
which actually owns the
property.

The boardwalk was built in
sections with most of the
money coming from a
$404,000 grant through the
Mississippi Department of
Transportation and federal
funding sources. The visitors
center was later constructed
at a cost of about $76,000.

“I know that we have put
in, in grants, more than
$500,000 on that project,”
Steckler said.

The Land Trust was formed
20 years ago to acquire and
protect the natural values of
land resources from over
development and misuse. It
now owns or controls more
than 50 tracts comprised of
8,800 acres in the six coastal
Mississippi counties. These
include the 80-acre Sistrunk
property along Boneyard
Road and the 43-acre

Summerour property, also in
George County. Most of the
54 tracts were donated or
purchased by the Land Trust.
Some are managed by the
Land Trust as Conservation
Easements.

Several of the properties
have natural trails through
them providing both outdoor
recreational and educational
opportunities, Steckler said.
The Depot Creek Greenway
is the only property with
such an elaborate walkway
and visitors center.

According to Steckler, the
first section constructed is
holding up well. It is a subse-
quent, longer section over
water that is deteriorated.
She said the preservation
solution used to treat the
lumber in the first section
was determined by the EPA
to be a risk and the second
section was treated with a
different solution that is not
holding up as well.

The need for repairs to the
Greenway has been dis-
cussed in both County and
City board meetings recent-
ly. Repair estimates bandied
about have ranged anywhere
from $40,000 to $100,000,
with most or all of that
money coming from dona-
tions or local fundraising
events.

Steckler said the cost will
depend upon the amount of
deterioration. If the pilings
and support structure is rot-
ted, the cost could be near
the higher number. If it is just
the decking and hand railing,
the cost is probably nearer
the lower number. One sup-
plier has given a quote of
about $26,000 just to replace

the decking boards. She has
contacted Bob Diamond, an
engineer with Batson and
Brown, for a more accurate
assessment. In the meantime,
she is actively pursuing grant
funding for part of the cost.

Damage to the Greenway is
more than that brought about
by nature and weathering.
Steckler said in recent years
there has also be significant
vandalism. Graffiti has been
painted on signage and struc-
tures. Hand railings have
been intentionally wrenched
off and concrete planking in
the visitor’s center has been
broken with some heavy
object.

The Land Trust maintains a
personal injury liability
insurance policy, but does
not have insurance protec-
tion in case of vandalism.

Security cameras have
been installed and the
Lucedale Police Department
patrols the area. Steckler said
she would also like to see a
community watch group
established. Signage with
hours the Greenway is open
to the public have been post-
ed. If necessary, the Land
Trust will put up gates
restricting access.

Dr. Dayton Whites has
been leading local fundrais-
ing efforts and said a number
of fundraisers have been held
or are being planned. About
$5,000 has been raised
through efforts such as a
chili cook-off sponsored by
the Downtown Merchants
Association and other
events. Fundraising, though,
has been slow.

“I don’t know why that is,”
he said. “Even the Salvation

A new history book has
been published on the first
50 years of George County
Hospital, now George
Regional Hospital, in
Lucedale.

The book is edited by
retired  Dr. Dayton Whites,
who practiced medicine
locally for many years,  and
GCH lab department super-
visor Joyce Rutherford, also
now retired.

A book signing will be
held on Thursday, Jan. 30
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the
outpatient surgery depart-
ment, where the books are
already on sale  Monday
through Friday. The books
are $20 each. 

The event is being spon-
sored by George Regional
Hospital Auxiliary members.
The book signing will be
conducted at the Auxiliary
desk in the outpatient lobby.

Copy on the back cover of
the book states that the peri-
od of history in the book
covers “the beginning of the
hospital during a time  when
the hospital was small and
employees  felt like mem-
bers of a close-knit family
who ran the hospital.”

The hospital opened on
Sept. 2, 1950 to treat patients
and serve the community.

Included in the history is
how the local hospital was
established. It tells how the
George County Board of
Supervisors recognized the
need for a local hospital and
began in 1947 to put aside
money for the project. The
legislature had approved a
plan to offer Hill Burton
loans for building hospitals.

Primary Elections calendar
By Royce Armstrong

roycearmstrong1219@att.net
(228) 238-8005

As Governor Tate Reeves and other state
elected officials are sworn into office this
week, another election calendar is already
unfolding.

The Presidential Election will be held on
November 3, with a calendar full of
important deadlines prior to that date.

Absentee voting for the Primary Election
begins on January 27.

February 10 is the deadline to register as
a voter for the Primary Election. The
Primary Election will be held on March
10.

March 2 is the final day voters may reg-
ister to vote in the Primary Runoff
Election, held on March 31.

Individuals new to the area, voting for
the first time or who have moved within
the county need to go to the Circuit
Clerk’s Office in the George County
Courthouse and register to vote.

Army had a down year.
People do not seem to be
donating like they did a few
years ago.”

It is not because of lack of
interest in the Greenway. “I
am out there frequently, usu-
ally about three times a
week,” Whites continued.
“There is someone there
almost every time I go unless
the weather is bad. Often it is
families. Joggers use it along
with people walking for their
health. The pavilion gets
used almost every day with
someone eating lunch there,
reading or just enjoying

nature. The pavilion is used
for wedding showers, birth-
day parties and even a bar
mitzvah has been held
there.”

“The purpose of the
Greenway,” said Russell
Evans, a Land Trust board
member, “is to give people a
place to walk, get some exer-
cise and commune with
nature. I did not realize just
how many people used it
until we had to close it down
last fall. I have received a
number of calls from people
complaining it was closed
and asking when it would be

re-opened.
“It will be re-opened,”

Evans said. “We will get the
money. It may take a little
longer than we had hoped.”

Evans also said an account
has been established at
Century Bank to accept
donations. “If you want to
donate $5 or $500, they will
take care of it for you.
Another way to help is to
become a member of the
Land Trust of the
Mississippi Coastal Plain.
Memberships are at different
levels and are very afford-
able.”

The local supervisors
applied for a loan which  was
approved  and the building
began on the current site
fronting  Winter Street. 

The book is divided into
sections, which are written
by various former employees
and medical staff. 

Their topics include  such
departments as surgery, lab-
oratory, radiology, anesthe-
siology, emergency room,
physical therapy and oth-
ers. 

Another section included
information on the series of

hospital administrators who
led the day-to-day operation
of the medical facility.
Among these were Mae
Whitlow, Hazel Croom,
Keith Scott, Johnny Mills,
Rupert Ingram, Kathryn
Cooley, Paul Gardner and
many others, including the
present administrator Greg
Havard.   

Although George County
Hospital from its first 50
years continues to grow and
offers modernized care and
treatment, the feeling of fam-
ily is still important. 

Mardi Gras Ball slated

for Saturday, Jan. 18
Kicking off Mardi Gras

events in Lucedale for 2020
will be the “Roaring’ ‘20s”
Mardi Gras Ball on Saturday
night, Jan. 18 at 7 p.m.

Other special events are
planned for Saturday,
February 1 and include a
“Roarin’ ‘20s” parade and a
block party in downtown
Lucedale.

The events are sponsored
by the 20-member Lucedale
Carnival Association,
according to Tim Grave, the
events coordinator.  Nicole
Dearman is president of the
Carnival Association.

Mardi Gras Ball
The Mardi Gras Ball  will

be held at the George County
Fairgrounds in the Jaycee
Building. Tickets for the Ball
are $15 each and are avail-
able at City Hall, Chamber of
Commerce and Dixie Depot
on old Hwy. 63 south. 

At the event  King Gregory
III and Queen Sarah III will
be crowned. 

Mardi Gras parade
The parade will be held at

11 a.m. and follow the usual
parade route along Main
Street.

The deadline to register
to participate in the parade is
Friday, Jan. 17. Registration
forms are available at City
Hall. 

Kathy Johnson Anderson,
City Clerk, has been chosen
as Grand Marshal of the
2020 parade. 

Mardi Gras block party
Meanwhile, a Mardi Gras

block party will be held from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  around the
Coffee Pot parking lot. The
event will be located  across
from the George County
School District office at the
corner of Main and Mill
Streets.  A portion of Mill
Street near the intersection
will be blocked to moving
traffic.

During the block party,
live music will be performed
on stage in the Coffee Pot
parking lot. 

Grave stated that arts and
crafts  and  food vendors will
be set up along the streets in
downtown Lucedale. 

This year marks the third
year for Mardi Gras parades
and the second year for the
Mardi Gras Ball.


