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Four local races
in runoff election

By Royce Armstrong
roycearmstrong1219@att.net

(228) 238-8005
It ain’t over until the fat

lady sings, and that is the sit-
uation eight George County
candidates for public office
are facing. Candidates for
Coroner, Constable in
District One, Justice Court
Judge in District Two and
State House of
Representatives in District
105 are still waiting for the
fat lady to sing. 

For most local office can-
didates in George County,
last week’s August 6
Primary Election not only
guaranteed their spots on the
November ballot, but also
won the office for them. The
November 5 General
Election will be but a for-
mality. 

A simple majority is just
not enough. Under
Mississippi election law, at
least 50 percent of the votes
cast for that office, plus one
additional vote, must go to a
particular candidate for vic-
tory. Anything short of that
in the Primary and General
elections forces that race
into a Runoff Election. 

And so it is with the four
offices listed above.
Incumbent Roun McNeal is
fighting off challenger Dale
Goodin to retain his seat in
State House District 105
(which is mostly Greene
County but includes Rocky
Creek precinct in George
County). County Coroner
DeeAnn Murrah is trying to
hang onto her job against
challenger Lynn Fairley.
(That race is still not certi-
fied as of press time on
Tuesday.) Incumbent Dist.
Two Justice Court Judge
Jessie Underwood Jr. is
fending off a challenge from
attorney Martin Seib and
incumbent Constable in
District One Glen Ecroyd, is
working to hold off a chal-

lenge by Rickey W.
Cochran. 

The Coroner’s race is
countywide, but the Justice
Court Judge and Constable
races each only involve
about half of the county’s
voters, according to Circuit
Clerk Chad Welford 

The Runoff Election will
be held Tuesday, August 27.

A couple of state offices
will also be on the Runoff
Election ballot. 

Lt. Governor Tate Reeves
is running for the
Governor’s office to succeed
outgoing Governor Phil
Bryant. Many political
observers considered
Reeves a shoo-in against
challengers Bill Waller Jr.
and Rep. Robert Foster.
Reeves came up with 49 per-
cent of the vote, just short of
the 50 percent plus one
needed to face Democrat
Jim Hood in the November
election. 

Reeves is still the favorite
in recent polls, but a low
turnout could work in
Waller’s favor. Waller is a
former state Supreme Court
Justice and the son of the
late Bill Waller Sr. The elder
Waller was a Mississippi
governor from 1972 until
1976. 

The other undecided state-
wide race is for attorney
general on the Republican
ticket. The current attorney
general Jim Hood is leaving
that office to run for gover-
nor. Lynn Fitch is currently
serving as Mississippi’s state
treasurer. She is challenging
attorney Andy Taggart for
the state’s top lawyer job.

For most of George
County there will only be
four offices – two statewide
and two local -- on the
Runoff Election ballot.
Going to the polls and exer-
cising the right to vote is still
important. The opera is not
over until the fat lady sings. 

Work Center closing hits local budgets
By Royce Armstrong

roycearmstrong1219@att.net
(228) 238-8005

With no public announcement, at
least none on its website, the
Mississippi Department of
Corrections (MDOC) closed the
George County Community Work
Center on July 1. 

The work center, designed to give
non-violent inmates on trustee sta-
tus an opportunity to get out of con-
finement and perform community
service, was built in Lucedale in
1985. It was one of 15 such facili-
ties originally established around
the state. Only nine remain. 

The CWC was a benefit for local
governmental and not-for-profit
entities. The inmates provided free
labor for such things as janitorial
services, lawn care, roadside trash
pickup, hoppers on garbage trucks
and other such jobs, saving local
governments tens of thousands of
dollars each year. 

The financial impact of closing
the CWC in George County is just
now starting to be felt. 

On July 1, in a deal made with
MDOC, eight former CWC inmates
were transferred to the George
Regional Correctional Facility. The
deal was for 24, but only eight were
transferred initially. Four more
have been transferred since for a
total of 12 inmates. These inmates
are working for the County, prima-
rily on road crews and general
county maintenance. Now, instead
of getting free labor, the County is
bearing the cost of housing and
maintaining these individuals. That
cost is roughly $12 - $15 per day
per inmate, according to County
Communications Director Ken
Flanagan.

If the County used the maximum
of 24 inmates at a cost of $12 per
day each, the budget impact could
top out at more than $100,000 per
year. 

Additionally, since the County has
only received half of the agreed
CWC inmates, supervisors have
been forced to hire temporary
garbage truck "hoppers" to fill in
the labor gaps for $155 a day per
hopper.  Despite the sudden closing
of the Community Work Center,
regular household garbage collec-
tion was only affected for two work
days.

Flanagan added the County
Supervisors are trying now to deter-
mine the cost of the inmates, tem-
porary hoppers and what the actual
budget impact is going to be as it
puts together its budget for the
coming fiscal year. 

The City of Lucedale has taken a
different track. Instead of dealing
with the uncertainties of working
with the MDOC, it has decided to
forgo using any inmate labor and
simply hire people for those posi-
tions. On Tuesday, August 6, during
its regular meeting, the board of

aldermen approved hiring six addi-
tional people for the Public Works
Department at a cost of $9 per hour
each. Adding in withholding taxes
and benefit costs, those six employ-
ees will cost the City an additional
$150,000 per year.

“This couldn’t have come at a
worse time,” said Mayor Darwin
Nelson. “We have had to make the
adjustment, and the grass just keeps
growing.”

“We are fortunate that we are in a
good financial position,” said
Nelson. “We are able to do this
without raising taxes. We don’t
anticipate raising taxes any time
soon.”

The City expects to hire perhaps
two more additional employees to
replace the inmate labor, according
to Nelson. 

“We used to have MDOC inmates
working at the police department
and the library,” he said. “Now, we
are letting local (offenders) work

off their fines in those places.”
Nelson said there are several rea-

sons the City took the approach that
it has. These are considered entry
level positions, and the employees
provide a pool of individuals for
promotion in the future. It also
makes it a little easier to hire peo-
ple. They can now hire younger
individuals to do the work rather
than try to hire more experienced
people with the skills to supervise
inmates. 

Finally, Nelson feels individuals
who live and work in this area take
more pride in their work and the
community than did inmates who
served their time here and then
went back to wherever they came
from when released. 

Regardless of the approach and
how it is figured, the MDOC clos-
ing the George County CWC is
going to cost local taxpayers more
than a quarter of a million dollars
per year. 

Enviva pens lease at Port of Pascagoula
By Royce Armstrong

roycearmstrong1219@att.net
(228) 238-8005

With construction for its
new $140 million wood pel-
let manufacturing facility
beginning in the George
County Industrial Park,
Enviva has just taken the
next step. Last week it
announced it has leased
property in the Bayou
Casotte Harbor in the Port of
Pascagoula, where it plans to
build and operate a deep-
water marine terminal.

Enviva intends to use the
Pascagoula terminal to ship
sustainably sourced wood
pellets under long-term con-
tracts with customers across
Europe and Asia who are
seeking to reduce their car-
bon footprint.

“The Port of Pascagoula is
a key asset for global com-
merce and an economic
engine for Mississippi,” said
John Keppler, chairman and
chief executive officer of

Enviva. “We appreciate the
leadership of Governor Phil
Bryant and Lieutenant
Governor Tate Reeves for
creating a pro-business envi-
ronment in Mississippi. This
project is only possible
because of the hard work of
dozens of officials in
Jackson County including
the Port Authority, Mayor
Dane Maxwell, Senator
Michael Watson,
Representative Charles
Busby, the Board of
Supervisors and the Port
Authority Board of
Commissioners. They were
instrumental in helping us
secure this critical compo-
nent of our supply chain,
which will enable us to
export our product to meet
the increasing demand from
our Asian, European and
Caribbean customers.”

Enviva plans to invest over
$60 million to build the new
Pascagoula terminal, which
is expected to directly

employ approximately 30
full-time workers and sup-
port about 150 direct and
indirect jobs during con-
struction.

“With the execution of this
lease option, we are proud to
advance our partnership with
Enviva. This day marks the
start of a major venture for
both Jackson and George
counties. It is not only an
economic opportunity for the
region, but also a natural fit
for Mississippi’s renewable
natural resources and access
to international markets via
the Port of Pascagoula,” said
Pascagoula Port Director
Mark McAndrews.

“The Port, Enviva and our
state, federal and local offi-
cials have been working
together for several years to
coordinate the logistics and
the economics necessary to
bring this project to fruition.
Today is the day we move
forward,” concluded
McAndrews.

Exercising the lease option
allows Enviva to prepare the
site for construction of the
Pascagoula terminal, which
it expects to complete in the
second half of 2020. The
Pascagoula terminal is
designed to handle approxi-
mately three million metric
tons of wood pellets annual-
ly and will allow Enviva to
construct several wood pellet
production plants in
Mississippi and Alabama,
with the first plant expected
to be built in Lucedale,
simultaneously with the
Pascagoula terminal.

The Pascagoula terminal
will be capable of receiving
products by rail, barge and
truck, storing up to 90,000
metric tons of wood pellets
on site and supporting
Panamax-sized vessels. It
will utilize state-of-the-art
handling equipment and stor-
age infrastructure designed
to maintain product quality
and safety.

Vote
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Preparing for
a new season....

George County High School drum
major Chance Davis, right, leads the
Pride of George County in rehearsal.

Bottom photo, Hunter Williams,
Mackenzie Scivner and Melodi Mancell
warm up on the french horn.

Reserve seats on sale for 2019 football season

Reserved season tickets for the 2019 football season went on sale Monday, August 12, at the main office

of Century Bank.  Season ticket holders have until August 30 to purchase their seats.  Unsold seats will

go on sale to those on the waiting list Tuesday, September 3.  Reserved season tickets are $48.

There will be 6 home ballgames this year.

Community Pep Rally & Open House
Thursday, August 15 @ 6 p.m.

George County High School

Football Jamboree

Friday, August 16 @ 6 p.m. 

Gill-Martin Stadium


