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By Nancy Jo Maples
Coronavirus is all too real for a Brushy

Creek couple Stance and Cammie Byrd,
and they urge fellow citizens to take the
infectious disease seriously.

"Any gathering that you can eliminate
may save somebody's life," Stance said.
He encourages community members to
refrain from unnecessary assemblies and
to adhere to the Center for Disease
Control's advice for mask-wearing, hand-
washing and social distancing.

Stance, age 57 and with no previously
underlying health issues, faced death as he
battled to breathe after contracting the
virus. He was hospitalized for 14 days. The
damage done by the virus to his lungs and
body caused a stroke resulting in a return
hospital stay. This week marks his ninth
week since first displaying symptoms, and
Stance still has not fully rebounded.

"I want people to be aware. All you
might get is a cold, but you might give
someone else something much worse,"
Stance said noting how the virus affects
everyone differently. "You might go into a
store and give it to someone. You can liter-
ally kill someone by not being cautious
and not even know that you did."

Three simple actions are scientifically
founded to help reduce the spread of the
coronavirus, COVID-19, that has swept
the nation and world. Those actions are
properly wearing a mask, thoroughly and
frequently washing hands with soap and
socially distancing. Proper mask-wearing
includes covering both the nose and
mouth. Removing the mask to speak
defeats the purpose of mask-wearing.

For two months Stance lived in a camper
behind their home using extreme caution.
He and Cammie socially distanced when

she delivered food or supplies to the
camper door or when they talked in the
yard. More than two months after first get-
ting sick, Stance's two recent COVID-19
tests finally show negative. Therefore, he
has moved back inside the house. Stance
contracted the virus out-of-state and never
had close contact with her or family after
returning to George County. A friend who
also tested positive drove him to
Mississippi, "and as soon as I stepped out
of the truck, the humidity hit me, and I
couldn't breathe. I got a headache and
started throwing up," Stance said.
Although Stance was physically unable to
drive, his friend was asymptomatic and felt
fine. The friend still has the virus, is symp-
tom-free and continues to self-quarantine.

Cammie had set up the camper for Stance
prior to his arrival. She stayed 50 or more
feet from him and called the ambulance
when she saw his condition. Cammie,
George County's Chancery Clerk, worked
as a registered nurse prior to her election.
She met the ambulance crew at her drive-
way entrance and informed them of
Stance's coronavirus state so that they
could suit-up in personal protective gear
before coming into contact with him.

Stance's symptoms started May 25 with
a hacking cough. On June 3 he developed
a low-grade fever and within a few days it
spiked to 104 degrees. He felt lethargic
and couldn't keep his eyes open to stay
awake. By June 7 he felt so bad that he
went to an urgent care facility, which sent
him to a hospital emergency room where
he was put on intravenously administered
medicines and underwent lengthy testing.
His oxygen level was 89, and x-rays
showed pneumonia. Pictures of his lungs
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Coronavirus became real 

for one flock of Byrds

Hitting Home
The George County Times looks
at community coronavirus cases

in a series about people who faced 
and successfully fought COVID-19.

Second murder suspect arrested
in barber shop shooting

By Royce Armstrong
roycearmstrong1219@att.net

(228) 238-8005
A second suspect has been arrested in the

murder of a Lucedale man who was shot to
death while sitting in a barber shop waiting
for a haircut. 

At approximately 9 p.m. Sunday, July 26,
D’Iberville police made a traffic stop and
arrested Jamar Jackson, 20, of Lucedale.
Jackson was being sought by the Lucedale
Police Department in connection with the
shooting, according to Lucedale Chief of
Police Kellum Fairley. Jackson was taken to
the Harrison County Correctional Facility
pending transport to George County. 

Jackson was the second man charged in the
murder. On Friday, July 17, Dalen D. Wright,
21, was arrested and charged with the July 10
capital murder of Jeffrey Fairley. 

Fairley, 32, originally from the Benndale
community, was waiting his turn for a haircut
when Wright, Jackson and possibly some
other individuals entered the Quality Cut
barber shop. A fight broke out between the
men and Fairley, ending when the men
pulled weapons and shot Fairley multiple
times. 

While investigators have not released any
motive for the shooting, it appears Fairley may
simply have been in the wrong place at the

wrong time, according to Chief Kellum Fairley. 
Jeffrey Fairley was a nephew to Lucedale

Police Chief Kellum Fairley and a son of the
late Louis Calvin (L.C.) Fairley, who was a
Chief of Police in New Augusta until his
death earlier this year. 

Both Wright and Jackson have been
charged in other crimes and were out of jail
on bond. 

In April of this year Jackson was arrested
by the George County Sheriff’s Deputies as a
suspect in a shooting in the Benndale com-
munity. In that incident, two men were shot
and wounded at a residence on Jim Jam
Road. Jackson turned himself in to the
Sheriff’s Department a short time later. 

In April 2019, Wright was arrested and
charged with possession of a controlled sub-
stance with intent to distribute. 

Wright made his first appearance in
Municipal Court on Friday, July 17. Bond
was set at $100,000. He is currently being
held in the George Regional Correctional
Facility pending trial. 

As of Tuesday morning, Jackson was still
being held in the Harrison County
Correctional Facility awaiting extradition to
George County. 

Chief Fairley said the investigation is con-
tinuing and that he expects more arrests will
be made in the near future. 

COVID-19 continues to surge, including regional jail
By Royce Armstrong

roycearmstrong1219@att.net
(228) 238-8005

Covid-19 has been found
in the George Regional Jail. 

State health department
employees were in Lucedale
last week testing employees
and both county and state
inmates in the George
Regional Correctional
Facility, according to George
County Sheriff Keith
Havard. Health department
testing began after seven
employees and six state
inmates tested positive to the
disease. 

Havard said all those test-
ing positive have already
recovered or are recovering
from the infection. With the
health department testing, he
expects more inmates will
yield positive tests. Those
results have not yet been
received. In the meantime,
the jail facility is being quar-
antined and all inmate trans-
port has been curtailed. 

To date more than 16.5
million cases of the disease
have been confirmed world-
wide, with roughly a quarter
of them in the U.S. There
have been 148,076 deaths in
the U.S. attributed to the
virus which originated in
Wuhan, China late last year. 

While the U.S. has the
most confirmed cases of the
virus of any country, with
the possible exception of
China, the death rate in the
U.S. is far lower than many
other countries, according to
the John Hopkins
Coronavirus Resource
Center. The United Kingdom
has the highest death rate at
15.2 percent of confirmed
cases. The death rate in the
U.S. is 12th among the 20
countries currently most
affected by the disease. The
U.S. death rate is 3.4 percent
of confirmed cases. 

Mexico has the second
highest death rate of the 20
countries, with a mortality of
11 percent of confirmed
cases. 

In the U.S., the hotspots for

the virus have migrated from
the Northeast and the West
Coast to the Gulf Coast and
the Southwest. Florida,
Georgia, Alabama,
Mississippi and Louisiana
have all seen surges of the
disease. 

In Mississippi, the number
of new cases reported each
day has been running nearly
six times as many as were
reported each day in April. 

On Sunday, July 26, a total
of 653 new cases were
reported in the state, a wel-
come change from the previ-
ous week which saw an aver-
age of about 1,200 new cases
each day. So far there have
been 52,957 confirmed cases
of COVID-19 in the state,
with 1,501 of those resulting
in death. 

Nearly 443,000
Mississippians have been
tested for the virus. The
infection rate is continuing
to run about 11 to 12 percent
of the population tested. The
death rate, at roughly 2.8
percent is below the national
average. 

George County has report-
ed 247 confirmed cases, with
five deaths attributed to the
virus. 

One outcome of the disease
has been an overwhelming
amount of opinion, informa-
tion and misinformation
about the virus posted on
social media. Monday,
Governor Tate Reeves
attempted to address some of
the misinformation in an
interview with the Clarion
Ledger. Reeves said there
are seven myths that need to
be debunked. They are as
follows:

1. COVID-19 is no worse
than the common flu. The
two diseases are very differ-
ent viruses, according to
Reeves, although the symp-
toms are similar. The death
rate for COVID-19 is run-
ning about three times that of
the common flu.

2. Do masks help?  "The
prevailing question should
always be: what is the cost of

this measure compared to the
benefit? We believe the ben-
efit of wearing masks is pret-
ty high. Nothing's perfect,
but it's good. And the socie-
tal cost - compared to shut-
tering schools and business-
es - is infinitely higher,"
Reeves said.

3. Children and coron-
avirus as they return to
school. Data shows children
fare better against the virus
than adults. To date, 17 chil-
dren under the age of 5 have
died of COVID-19 nation-
wide, according to the CDC.
The New York Times points
out that's a little under a third
of the number in that age
range who have died of the
flu this year. Children are
also less likely to catch and
spread the virus, according
to experts, leading to a
guideline from the American
Academy of Pediatrics that
advocates a return to school.
In Mississippi, there have
been 2,404 positive cases in
residents 10 years of age and
younger. So far, there have
been no deaths, according to
the Health Department. 

What Is It That Keeps Most
Little Kids From Getting
COVID-19?

Young children have con-
sistently been slow to catch
and spread COVID-19.
Experts have a few hunches
why.

4.  The death rate is falling.
One reason for the relative
drop off, health experts have
said, is that most new cases
have occurred in a younger
demographic, the Clarion
Ledger reported. Many of
those cases have been traced
back to social gatherings
where younger
Mississippians have gathered
— without masks and proper
social distancing. Younger
Mississippians are less likely
to develop serious symptoms
from the virus. This doesn't
prevent them from spreading
it to those who are most vul-
nerable such as a parent or
grandparent. 

(Continued on A3)

George County Sheriff Keith Havard said they were awaiting the results of more than
350 coronavirus tests that were performed at the George Regional Jail on inmates and
employees. Currently, seven employees and six inmates have tested positive.
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