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Kellie Howell
Seeks Dist. 5
Election Comm.

Kellie Howell has author-
ized the George County
Times to announce that she is
a candidate for Election
Commissioner, District 5 in
the upcoming November 3,
2020 General Election.

Howell will issue her state-
ment in a later issue of the
Times.

COVID-19 testing 
at fairgrounds on Saturday

By Royce Armstrong
roycearmstrong1219@att.net

(228) 238-8005
Persons concerned about

being infected with COVID-
19 will have the opportunity
to be tested free-of-charge
on Saturday, May 30 at the
George County Fairgrounds
from noon until 4 p.m. Only
those individuals who have
made appointments will be
tested. 

The testing is being done
through the cooperation of
the University of Mississippi
Medical Center and the
Mississippi Department of
Health. 

George County has had 20
confirmed cases since the
disease was first identified in
the U.S. in late January. One
death has been attributed to
the disease for George
County. 

Appointments for the
screening and test may be
made either through the C-
Spire Health smartphone app
or by calling 601-496-7200. 

To be screened and tested,
you must have the COVID-
19 symptoms that include a
fever of 100.4 degrees F,
cough, shortness of breath or
sore throat. Individuals to be
tested may also include those
who have been exposed or
potentially exposed to some-
one with the disease. 

The test is a drive-thru test
where the individual being
tested will remain in his or
her vehicle. A clinician will
perform the nasal swab test
and the individual will be
informed of the results with-
in 48-hours. 

Vote on Monday will affect
electric power bills

By Royce Armstrong
roycearmstrong1219@att.net

(228) 238-8005
Eligible voters in the City

of Lucedale are being asked
to approve or disapprove an
ordinance adopted by the
Board of Aldermen with a
special election on Monday,
June 1, 2020. 

In a nutshell, the ordinance
gives Mississippi Power
Company the right to con-
struct power lines and sub-
stations on public property
within a designated area of
the city for the next 25 years.
In exchange for this, MPC
agrees to pay the City a
three-percent franchise fee.
It also pays ad valorem tax
on the substations, according
to City Clerk Kathy
Anderson. 

“We have been very
pleased with the service
Mississippi Power gives us,”
Mayor Darwin Nelson said.
“They have been very
involved in the community.
When we had the tornado
recently, they were on the
phone with me and had
trucks coming this way
almost as soon as it hap-
pened.”

Not so fast, says Richmond
McKay, a Lucedale citizen
and a retired Department of
Justice attorney. McKay
graduated from GCHS in
1965, went to law school and
was in Washington, D.C. by
1972, working for the DOJ.
He retired in about 2003, and
moved back to Lucedale.
When he did, he found a sit-
uation that caught his atten-
tion. 

Lucedale is served by two
electric utility companies,
Mississippi Power and
Singing River Electric.
Mississippi Power, serves
the majority of the City and
Singing River Electric serves
areas on both the north and
south sides of town.
Mississippi Power is a for-
profit company. Singing
River is a cooperative owned
by its customers or members. 

“Back when, MPC wanted
to serve heavily populated
areas -- higher customer den-
sity and lower facilities
costs,” McKay said.  “MPC
did not want to serve rural
areas because it was consid-
ered too expensive -- too few
customers and facility costs
to provide service was con-
sidered too high.  To solve
this, rural electric co-ops like
SRE were established.  At
the Public Service
Commission (PSC), MPC
was granted the certificate of
public necessity to serve the
areas it wanted and the rural
areas went to the co-ops.
MPC got the then existing
city limits of Lucedale plus
the area going East on old
Hwy. 98 to approximately
the Doug Luce property.
This included the Multi Mart
area.”

Since then the city limits
for Lucedale have been
expanded through annexa-
tions. The city limits now
include the motel on Hwy. 98
area as well as the Walmart
area going south on old Hwy.
63 to Scott Road.

“MPC did not buy out
SRE's facilities serving those
areas when they became part
of the city,” McKay contin-
ued. “As a consequence, part
of Lucedale's city limits is
served by SRE and part by
MPC.  Most of Lucedale is
served by MPC's original
certificate of necessity grant-
ed it by the PSC way back
when.”

What McKay noticed was a

significant difference in the
monthly rate Mississippi
Power customers pay over
what Singing River cus-
tomers pay. From his obser-
vations, McKay said that rate
difference in MPC’s rate
may be about 25 percent
higher than SRE’s rate. 

“When I say approximate-
ly 25 percent higher, I am
referring to the consumers'
total bill for an identical
number of kilowatt hours of
electricity,” he explained.
“When the consumer writes
a check to pay the bill, he
has to pay the authorized
rate plus all authorized sur-
charges. The best compari-
son is the total cost for 100
kilowatt hours of electrici-
ty.”

According to McKay, MPC
customers are paying more
for their electricity as the
company tries to offset the
financial disaster of its
Kemper County coal gasifi-
cation project. The Kemper
County project was a darling
of the Obama
Administration’s Climate
Plan in that it would use
“clean coal” as fuel. Lignite
was to be turned into a gas to
fuel the turbines. It was to be
the first ever plant to gasify
coal and capture carbon on
this scale. 

Construction of the $2.4
billion project began in
2010. By 2017, the costs had
escalated to $7.5 billion and
operational deadlines had
been missed. The coal gasifi-
cation project was finally
suspended and the plant con-
verted to burning natural gas. 

Law suits and investiga-
tions have plagued the com-
pany since. 

“It wasn't widely reported,”
McKay said, “but MPC's
parent company, the
Southern Company, tried to
sell MPC, however, because
of the Kemper County coal
gasification disaster, there
were no buyers.”

For the City, keeping the
MPC agreement in place
means extra money going
into city coffers. 

It is customary that for-
profit utilities pay a franchise
fee, while cooperatives in
many other areas across the
country typically do not.
Under Mississippi law, any
electric provider must pay a
two-percent franchise fee to
the municipality it serves.
Mississippi Power voluntari-
ly pays an extra one percent,
bringing the fee to three per-
cent.

That extra one percent
added about $150,000 to the
City’s budget last year,
according to Mayor Darwin
Nelson. 

Electric power companies
and certain other public utili-
ties operate in a specified
service area without compe-
tition due to the cost of infra-
structure. Rates charged to
their customers are tightly
regulated and the utility
company becomes more or
less a permanent part of that
service area. Only in rare
instances will one company
replace another. 

Ordinances such as the one
passed by the Board of
Aldermen are typically rou-
tine. 

Not everyone agrees this
one, this time, should be rou-
tine. Richmond McKay, a
Lucedale resident, feels vot-
ers should consider making a
change by not approving the
ordinance on June 1. 

McKay believes voters
need to consider six impor-
tant questions. 

1.  Are the rates per kilo-
watt hour of electricity
approximately the same?
“The answer is no,” he main-
tains. This means that if the
vote is favorable for
Ordinance 454 on June 1,
most residents of Lucedale
will be saddled with these
higher electric bills for the
next 25 years. 

2. What causes the rate dif-
ferential?  The answer is not
easily articulated in a sen-
tence.  However, MPC is a
stock company seeking to
earn a return for its stock-
holders.  SRE is a member
owned co-op with excesses
returned to members.  

3. What happens if resi-
dents vote "no" on June 1?
Residents don't get stuck
with this ball and chain of
high bills for 25 years, and
the city will have to think
through the situation rather
than following what has hap-
pened before every 25 years.
One thing that is clear is that
Lucedale will not lose elec-
tric service.  The PSC will
ensure that Lucedale is
served by MPC or someone.
Unless they abandon the
PSC's certificate of necessi-
ty, MPC will provide service.
That certificate of necessity
has value to MPC, and it will
not throw it away.   

4. Is it possible that SRE
could get the PSC certificate
of service?  The answer is
yes. MPC has moved out of
Lucedale, we are served
from Wiggins at this time.
Proximity is directly related
to response time after storms
or other outages.  SRE crews
are still based here. The
availability of service crews
locally is another reason to
vote no June 1.

5. Have other cities
rebelled so to speak?  The
answer is yes.  There are
even about 8-10 cities north
of Jackson that have taken
over providing electric serv-
ice by the city and doing
well.  That isn't a solution for
Lucedale in my opinion, but
it does show that people are
dissatisfied.

6. Will the city lose rev-
enue?  The answer is maybe,
but it may also get lower
electric bills too.  Will the
city raise taxes to cover rev-
enue loss? Maybe, but if they
do at least it will be direct
taxation not hidden fees paid
by the residents in their elec-
tric bills.

So, what happens if voters
defeat the City’s ordinance
next Monday?

“Rejection by the voters is
the opportunity for MPC's
Lucedale consumers to make
their dissatisfaction known,”
McKay said. “It would be a
shot across the bow that
begins a process that could
result in SRE being approved
to provide additional service
by the PSC.  Until such
approval, MPC would con-
tinue to provide service.
There are no guarantees that
SRE will ever provide addi-
tional electric service to
Lucedale in the future.
However, if the vote
approves the ordinance on
June 1, it is assured that the
status quo will continue for
another 25 years and the
enacted franchise agreement
will be presented to the PSC
as evidence of the voters'
happiness with the existing
situation.”

Registered voters residing
within the boundaries of the
City of Lucedale will decide.
Voters will go to their cus-
tomary ward polling places
for this special election. 

Friday, May 29 will be 
Larry Shirley Day

Congrats, Graduates!

Ashanti Riley is greeted by George County High School guidance coun-
selor Debbie West Terry moments after receiving her diploma. Due to the
COVID-19 pandemic the school year  was cut short in mid March leaving
graduates without the traditional end of the year celebrations. The school
district did manage to pull off a way for students to receive their diplo-
mas by  walking across the stage with family in attendance. See pages 6 &
7 for more photos.

There were no 
obituaries available 

at press time.

George CountyTimes

Farmers Market
Reopening

A-10

By Royce Armstrong
roycearmstrong1219@att.net

(228) 238-8005
Larry Shirley, the voice of

Lucedale and George
County radio for the past 22
years, is turning 70 years
old and WRBE Radio is
celebrating with a live
broadcast from Carolyn’s
Grocery on Hwy. 98W from
6 a.m. until 9 a.m. WRBE is
providing free food and
drinks for well-wishers
who stop by, and of course,
there will be birthday cake,
according to station manag-
er Danny Sommers. 

Originally from Quitman,
Shirley began pursuing his
passion of radio broadcast-
ing at an early age. By the
time he was 17, he was
working both on-air and in
sales for a local radio sta-
tion. He married Jackie
Rawlings in 1970. The cou-
ple has two children and
five grandchildren. Shirley
went on to graduate from
the University of
Mississippi in 1975. He
worked for radio stations in
Louisiana and Mississippi,
finally moving back to
Quitman where he pur-
chased a partnership in a
radio station. 

In 1998, he bought
WRBE in Lucedale. Since
that time, he has been an
active supporter of George
County, especially George
County High School sports,
coaches and athletes. He
has spent countless hours
traveling to and from
games, broadcasting suc-
cesses and disappointments
to the folks at home. 

Shirley has also been very
involved in serving the
community in other ways as
well. He has actively
worked for the American
Red Cross and with St. Jude
Children’s Hospital fund-
raising activities. He is a
past-president of the
Mississippi Broadcasters
Association and the
Lucedale Rotary Club. He
currently is serving as pres-
ident of the George County
Chamber of Commerce.

Mayor Darwin Nelson
will be on hand to present
Shirley with a Resolution
from the City honoring his
service to the community.
Other elected officials,
including members of the
Board of Supervisors will
also be at the event.
Sommers said he also
expects a call from
Governor Tate Reeves. 

Everyone is invited to
stop by to recognize Shirley
for his service to the com-
munity and wish him a
happy birthday. 

. . . Larry Shirley

http://gctimesonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=98W&uuid=483518df-8af5-546c-8cf2-c07a4b13f30e

