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Gloria Dawn Slayter
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Middle School District Champs...
George County Middle School Lady Rebels softball team ended the season with an impressive 13-3 
record along with a district title. Pictured left to right are bottom row, Abigail Graham and Blakely 
Slay; middle row, Morgan Clayton, Carys Cochran, Ally Byrd, Aryana Dixon, Jordyn Bradley, Hadle-
igh Tatum, Hannah Pitts, Kelsey McCardle; top row, Coach Sam Compston, Skyler Dixon, Zoe Blan-
kenship, Ciera Parker, Kyla Fairley, Sidnee Beech, Addison Davis, Gabriella Cochran, Jailey Vickers, 
Jordynne Jamison, Alyse Harvard and Assistant Coach Parrish Cumbest
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  George County’s Interim 
Tax Assessor/Collector was 
sworn in Mon-
day morning 
just ahead of the 
George County 
Board of Super-
visors meeting.
   Lena Jordan, 
who has been a 
bookkeeper in 
the tax assessor’s 
office, will serve 
as an interim tax 
assessor/collec-
tor until a special 
election is held. 
Chancery Clerk 
Cammie Byrd 
administered 
the oath of office 
before a number 
of Jordan’s family 
members and 
friends.

Jordan sworn in as Interim Tax Collector
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   The George County 
Board of Supervisors has 
been ordered to revisit the 
bids it received in Decem-
ber 2020 to pick up and 
dispose of the Hurricane 
Zeta storm debris.
  In an order issued last 
Friday (April 30), Cir-
cuit Court Judge Kathy 
Jackson stated: “As the 
Court has voided CTC’s 
contract, the Court hereby 
directs the George County 
Board of Supervisors to 
consider all other propos-
als received by December 
4, 2020 for the subject 
RFP.”
  While waiting for Hur-
ricane Zeta to be declared 
a national disaster, the 
Board advertised for 
bids from contractors to 
remove the debris piled 
along county highways. 
Twenty contractors bid 
on removing an estimat-
ed 150,000 cubic yards 
of mainly downed trees 
and tree limbs that had 
fallen on county roads. 
Bids ranged from a low 
of $1,686,613.00 to a high 
of over $3,000,000. State 
law requires the county to 
select the lowest qualified 
bidder.
  Custom Tree Care LLC, 
headquartered in Kansas 
City, submitted the lowest 
bid. The firm has a disas-
ter response division that 
travels around the county 
doing disaster clean up 
work. They had success-
fully worked with the 
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA) 
on other disasters.
  Holliday Construction 
LLC, of Poplarville, with 
the second lowest bid 

County ordered
to reconsider 

debris bids

No Merrill Bridge may still cost county
A new Merrill bridge, which likely will never be built may still cost George County nearly $200,000.
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   George County students 
are required to continue 
wearing masks in accor-
dance with Governor 
Tate Reeves latest execu-
tive order. In that order, 
Reeves lifts all remaining 
COVID-19 pandemic 
restrictions except for the 
mask mandate in schools.
   In accordance with this 
latest order, the George 
County School District 
will continue to require 
masks to be worn inside 
our school buildings, 
facilities and buses until 
the end of our academic 
session ending on May 
26, 2021, Superintendent 
Wade Whitney said in a 
press statement. He added 
the latest order from the 

Students still required
to wear masks in school

of $2,352,050, filed suit, 
claiming they should have 
been given the contract as 
CTC was not licensed as a 
contractor in Mississippi. 
The Supervisors argued a 
state Contractors Board 
Certificate of Responsi-
bility (license) was not 
necessary because debris 
removal was not construc-
tion.
    Judge Jackson ordered 
the supervisors to request 
an official opinion from 
the Contractors Board. 
That opinion was finally 
issued in mid-April. The 
contractors board said be-
cause of the heavy equip-
ment in use and the dollar 
amounts of the contracts 
involved, a Certificate of 
Responsibility was re-
quired.
  Judge Jackson declared 
the CTC contract null and 
void, to return to the bids 
received in December and 
select another contractor.
  That may or may not be 
Holliday construction.
  “When determining 
the lowest and best bid,” 
Jackson said in her or-
der, “the (county) utilizes 
factors other than price, 
including: the bidder’s 
honesty and integrity, the 
bidder’s skill and business 
judgement, the bidder’s 
experience and facilities 
for carrying out the con-
tract, the bidder’s conduct 
under previous contracts, 
and the quality of work 
previously done by the 
bidder.”
  The Judge retains juris-
diction and will review the 
County’s consideration of 
the remaining bidders.
  The Supervisors met in 
closed session on Mon-
day to formulate a plan of 
action in response to the 
Judge’s order.
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  County engineer Michael 
Brown broke the bad news 
to the George County Board 
of Supervisors during Mon-
day’s board meeting. 
 Brown explained 
the county was obligated 
to repay nearly $200,000 
in Emergency Road and 
Bridge Funds money spent 
for preliminary work in 
nailing down a contract to 
build a new, modern bridge 
across the Pascagoula River 
at Merrill. That money was 
spent on engineering fees, 
property appraisals and 
other fees associated with 
getting the project under-
way.

 The existing 828 foot 
through truss bridge, con-
structed in 1928, was closed to all traffic follow-
ing a state bridge inspec-
tion in 2012.
 Grant funds to repair the 
bridge so it would be safe for light traffic were finally 
obtained in 2018, and Vice 
Construction did the repair 
work. 
The repairs were seen as a temporary fix with MDOT 
requesting plans for a new 
bridge be drawn up as well. 
The old bridge still has not 
been approved for reopening by MDOT.
  Federal bridge inspections conducted in the past five 
years found hundreds of 
bridges across Mississip-
pi were unsafe and either 

needed to be repaired or 
closed. In 2018, the state 
legislature appropriated 
$250 million for an Emer-
gency Road and Bridge 
Fund. Six hundred and 
ninety applications total-
ing about a billion dollars were submitted to MDOT. 
  Bids for building the new 
bridge were solicited in 
late 2019. They came in 
at nearly double the en-
gineer’s estimate. Bids 
received ranged between 
$13.5 million and $15 mil-
lion, a price tag simply out 
of range for the county.
  A second round of bidding 
earlier this year produced 
bids of between $11.1 mil-
lion and $13.5 million, still 
too high to be affordable to 
the County.

  “I wish them luck on col-
lecting it,” an exasperated Dist. Four Supervisor Larry 
Havard told Brown. “You 
can stick a fork in me, I am done. I said after the first 
round of bidding that I was 
through and I don’t have 
the money.”
  The Merrill bridge is in Dist. Four.
  Each district is allocated 
money to be spent on roads 
and bridges in that district. 
Havard said if he has to re-
pay that money out of his 
district funds, there are 
other projects  he will not 
be able to complete.
  Havard and county engi-
neers are to participate in a 
Zoom conference later this week with state officials to 
discuss the matter further.

   Jordan is serving in place 
of Vince Carlisle, who re-
tired effective April 30.  
  Carlisle was first elected 
to the position in 2014. He 
was re-elected in 2018 and 

was in the third year of his 
second term.
  Jordan has worked in the tax 
collector/assessor’s office for 
the past four years.
   A special election will be held 

on November 
2 to fill the 
position for 
the final year 
of the term. 
Individuals 
interested in 
qualifying for 
and running 
for the tax as-
sessor/collec-
tor position 
must do so 
by 5 p.m. on 
Friday, Sep-
tember 3. The 
names of all 
qualified can-
didates will 
be put on the 
ballot with-
out a primary 
election. 

Governor allows the 
capacity for K-12 orga-
nized indoor activities 
be returned to full 
capacity.
   As a result, the 2021 
GCSD Graduation 
ceremony to be held 
at the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast Coliseum will be 
open for the public to 
attend. Tickets will not 
be required to attend 
graduation. The GCSD 
will adhere to any and 
all regulations of the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Coliseum.
  The Center for Dis-
ease Control (CDC) 
and health officials 
have maintained since 
early in the pandemic 
that healthy school 
age children are at the 
lowest risk for serious 
complications from 

the virus and are also the 
least likely to transmit the 
disease to others.
  Reeves issued a statewide 
mask mandate in early 
August 2020. For most of 
the past year mask man-
dates have been limited 
to those counties and 
communities with the 
highest number of infec-
tions. Students have been 
required to wear masks 
since returning to school 
last fall.
  Reeves, one of the “red 
state” governors who has 
largely chosen to allow 
residents to choose mea-
sures for themselves to 
protect against the virus, 
continued to caution 
people to practice good 
hygiene, social distance 
and wear masks in crowd-
ed environments.

Sunday, May 9, 2021

National Day of Prayer

Thursday, May 6 @ Noon

George County Courthouse

Graduation Section 

Deadline

Friday, May 7 
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